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Seven brothers in forces

By Tim.Harper
Tribune Staff Writer

The Collette brothers have
married and gone their sepa-
rate ways over Lhe years.

But during the Second
World- War the family band-
ed together as few others
have to serve lwo nations.

Recently Leo Collette of
St. Boniface recalled how
seven brothers in his family,
ranging in age from 18 to 30,
served in the American and
Canadian Armed Forces,

He remembers the pride
within a Eamily which gave
50 much of itself, and the joy
of their reunion at the war's
end.

But he also recalled that
one brother was missing
from that reunion, His death
was a memory that no fami-
ly cherishes. The circum-
stances surrounding the
death of the third eldest
brather, Don, who died in 5i-
cily in 1943, lent an air of
even greater tragedy to an
already sombre occasion.

The news of Don’s death,
delivered by telegram, came
within 24 hours of an earlier
lelegram telling the Collette
farnily that the fourth eldest
son, Richard, had been
wounded in Sicily but had
survived.

While the family was cele-
braling its good fortune over
Richard's survival, news of
Don's death arrived,

“We received the tele-
gram that one (Richard) was
wnmdﬁg while in the 15ih
Infantry Division in Sieily,"
Mr. Collette sald.

"The next day we learned
that Don was killed.

“l remember my mother
could hardly take it."

Because the Collette fami-
ly was originally from Grai-
ton, N.D., four of the
brothers enlisted with the
U.5. Army and the other
three, . including Mr. Col-

Clette,

Lao Collatle

lette, served with the Cana-
dian Armed Forces.

The oldest brother, Wil-
bert, and another brother, J.
P., who was decorated, also
served with the U.5. Army

along with Richard and

Don.

In addition to Mr. Col-
the two youngest
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brothers Tony and Thomas
(Butch} served Canada.
Tony was in the navy.

Mr. Collette spent the war
days in Kingston where he
was primed to be the fifth of
the seven 10 serve overseas.

Because he was married
with children at the time, he
was amang a low priority
class during conscripbon

and was not called to duty
until a few months before
the end of the war,

“I don't regret never hav-
Ing gone overseas," he said,
“because [ was married and
had children. The family was
very important. Althouwgh
when I look back I suppose I
would bave liked the experi-
ence,

"You see, the others were
all single and liked the ad-
venture, | puess.”

An older brother in the
family did not see duty.

There were 10 members of
the Collette family and fal-
lowing the Armistice they
had a huge, boisterous re-
union.

“What a relief when it was
all over,” Mr. Collette said,
“They all came back, some
had married during the war,
and we had a big family re-
union.

"That’s something that
you remember for a long,
long, time."

The six remaining
brothers who served during
the Second World War are
still living today, three in
Winnipeg and three in
Salem, Ore,

Mr. Collette works in the
city at the provincial attor-
ney-general's office.

The Collette reunion was
only part of a frenzied cele-
bration in Winnipeg and
throughout the warld,

Minutes after the an-
nouncement that the war
had ended on Aug. I, 1945,
thousands poured info “the
downtown Winnipeg area
clogging the streefs on that
joyiul Tuesday.

At Portage and Main, cars
lined up for blocks, stream-
ing red, white and blue rib-
bons. A Salvation Army
band marched along Portage
Avenue and servicemen on
leave were mobbed by the
throng.
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