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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

I write to you conceming an alarming and serious matier that negatively impacts the
Church in the United States directly, and that strikes ot the fundamental right to religious liberty
for all citizens of any faith. The federal government, which claims to be “of, by, and {or the
people,” has just dealt a heavy blow to almost a quarter of those people—the Catholic
population—and to the millions more who are served by the Catholic faithful.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services ennounced last week that almost all
employers, including Catfiolic employers. will be forced 1o offer their employvees® henlih
coverage that includes sterilization, abortion-inducing dregs, and contraception. Almost all
health insurers will be forced w include those “serviees™ in the health policies they write. And
almost all individuals will be forced to buy that coverage as a parn of their policies.

In 50 mling, the Administration has cast aside the First Amendment to the Constitution of
the United Siates, denying to Catholics our Nution's first and most fundamental freedom, that of
religious liberty. And as a result, unless the rule is overtumed, we Catholics will be compelled
either io violale our conscicnees, or to drop health coverage for our employees {and suffer the
penalties for doing 03, The Admintsiration’s sole concession was to give our Institutions one
yeur to comply.

People of faith cannot be made second class citizens. We are already joined by our
brothers and sisters of all faiths and many others of good will in this important effort to regain
our religious freedom. In generations past, the Church has always been able to count on the
faithful to stand up and protect her sacred rights and duties. I hope and trust she can count on
this generation of Catholics 1o do the same.  Our children and grandchildren deserve nothing
less,

And therefore, I would ask of you two things. First. as a community of faith we must
commit ourselves 1o prayer and fasting that wisdom and justice may prevail, and religious libery
may be restored. Without God, we can do nothing; with God, nothing is impossible. Second, 1
would also recommend visiting www usech.ors/conscience, to learmn more about this severs
assault on religious liberty, and how to contact Congress m support of legislation that would
reverse the Administration’s decision.

With every good wish, | remain
Cordially yours in Christ,

Q*w

The Most Reverend John C. Nienstedt
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis
fdka

L2 SUMMIT AVEMUE * 51 PAUL, MihKESTIA 3YE0I-Z2097 = TeEL: (0% ) IP1-4%11 = Faxi {651) 2914549

boaity shislend®archapm,org



Minnesota voters will have the chance
to decide the future of marriage
on November 6, 2012

The Minnesota Marriage Protection Amendment, which
asls vorers “Shall the Minnesota constitution b anended fo
provide rhat enfy a union of one man and one woman shall be
walid or recn:q'm'mf as & marriage i Minnesofaf 'plaﬂ:s the
traditional definition of marriage = one man and ane wormnan =
NG ouir state consttution.

It is essential for all voters to vote YES on November 6th as
Minnesota law requires ballot questions that are left hlank
o be counted as NO vores,

Take the pledge to vote YES on the Marriage

Protection Amendment today.
The failure to vote is the same as voting NO.

MINNESOTA
FOR MARRIAGE %nm
1E BN CINE WOMAN. 1 -

BT TG LB L Pelipd b FAC T CATHOLIC COMEEREHCE

 'The ti ersnuwtustnndupﬁ)r marriage!

Frepared and pald for by Minnesota for Marrlage, 2355 Fasrview Ave N, Box 307, Roseville.
I 551 13, In suppart of the Minresata Mariage Protection Amendment.

Marriage \neaduvent (ampaign
\rcbdiowsan Firaacial Sapport

Hinnesata's Cathedic hiskeps suppart the adeption of (he Harriage Constifutiona] \mesdmest which will be em the Sovember 6 2002 ballol. fn 201, the Archdiscese
comtribated $630,000 fo the Minnesota (lholic Conference. The sowrce of (iese funds wa imestment invemre; it did nof inclode parish assessments or dosalions (o
the Cathalic Servires Appeal. Last vear, Archdiocesan funding priscities have remsined constant, or have even increased incloding S28 million for elemealary aad
seqandary edorating, and $1.8 million for Catholse Charities (o serve those most m oeed m oor oemeanity. Te seed Dor 20 ameadment o (e comstifabon protecting
marriage was shown azain when e January 2 Winneseda \ppeals Courd rubed (g1 a lowsuid, filed i eanepin Conwly on Beball of thioe whe wanl e redeline
marriase, must be seni back (o the discrict coart for farther proceadings, sffectively putfing (b institution of marriage m (rial, Mimeseta Cafholic (eaference

webaite al. Lty mece org isues marrige,



