LYNN ELLING, LST 172 AND THE BEACHHEAD AT TARAWA

Lynn Elling was proud of his Navy Service as a young officer on LST 172
in the Pacific in WWII, 1944-45. He was recalled to service during the
Korea conflict in the early 1950s but the ship to which he was assigned
had serious mechanical problems and he spent the recall time in Hawaii,
and the LST never left for Korea.

LST 172 (Landing Ship Tank) was a supply and support vessel, 328 feet
long (approx. a football field in length), 50 feet wide. Its maximum
speed was 11.6 knots and its normal crew was 13 officers and 147
enlisted.

Enter LST 172 in your internet search box for more information.

Sometime early in his WWII tour, LST 172 went to Tarawa, perhaps two
months after this major and deadly battle which lasted 76 hours Nov.
20-23, 1943. Nearly 6,000 were killed at Tarawa (Betio beachhead) of
which 4,700 Japanese and Koreans, and 1,027 U.S. Marines and 29 Naval
officers. 2,292 U.S. servicemen were wounded; the attacking force
numbered 12,000. 17 Japanese and 129 Koreans surrendered. (I was
told by a Korean that the Koreans in such settings were forced labor,
after the Japanese took control of the Korean peninsula. They were
conscripts.)

June 23, 2009, at the funeral of one of Lynn’s LST 172 shipmates, Melvin
Simon of Comfrey, Minnesota, and saw a picture of the ship (shown
below). Mr. Simon had joined the crew of the LST after the Tarawa visit.

The pages which follow simply give a visual sense to what an LST was,
where Tarawa was located, and Mr. Elling in his last three months of life.

Dick Bernard
Woodbury MN

Dick_bernard@msn.com
May 1, 2016
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