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Schools

The current Sykes School District No. 39 was
organized on March 20, 1885 under the direction of
R. Wikey, county superintendent of schools, and
still continues to serve the community. The earliest
schools on record that made up Sykes School
district No. 39 consisted mainly of rural schools
from Bilodeau, Sykeston, Johnson and Hawksnest
townships.

The one toom schaal house — this ooe was k d In Syk T

Bilodeau School District

Bilodeau township had three rural schools after
the township’s school district was organized on
March 12, 1884, It was the first school district
organized in Wells County. In Bilodeau School No. 1
the first class record was dated May 17, 1897 to
June 30, 1897. The teacher was A.J. Beaubier.
Students attending that school term were: Annie
Larratt, Robert Larratt, Lenore Cole, Willie Char-
tier, Joseph Chartier, Theafeil Bourke, and Sulu
Stout. The last classes held at Bilodeau School No. 1
were between Sept. 4, 1950 and May 25, 1951. The
teacher was Nita E. Weigand and the students
were Arlene Clapper, Carol Clapper, Francis Haf-
ner, Patricia Hafner, Bethal Hafner, Patricia
Stahl, Duane Stahl, and Pefgy Lee Mueller.

The first records for Bilodea School No. 2 were
May 14, 1894 to Ocl. 26, 1894. Lizzie Clements had as
her students: Jennie Hildebrand, Dave
Hildebrand, Louisa Hildebrand, Bertha
Hildebrand, Lenore Cole, Henry Bullock, Charlie
Hildebrand, Wilhelmena Bilke, Gussa Bilke,
Wilfred Chartier, Uzeb Chartier, Emma
Hildebrand, and Emelia Hildebrand. Twenty-two
students attended the last class session held at
Bilodeau School No. 2 Sept. 6, 1915 to May 19, 1916.

»

They were: Matt Fruhwirth, Helen Fruhwirth,
Marion Green, Edwin Green, Ruth Green, George
Hildebrand, Alicia Hildebrand, Clark Hildebrand,
Martha McCann, Ella McCann, Clarence McCann,
Samual McCann, Parley McCann, Ethel Peasgood,
Teddy Peasgood, Alicia Peasgood, Bessie
Peasgood, Flora Wild and Ella Wild. The teacher
was Anna Miller.

Bilodeau's No. 3 school had a first class record.
dated April 29, 1907 to June 28, 1907. The teacher
was W.S. Waulsky and the students were Bertha
Hohn, Anna Hohn, Ludia Hohn, Harold Knipe, Alice
Maulsby, Cyril Moore, Bessie Peasgood, Tillie
Wild, Emma Wild and Freda Wild, The last classes
held at School No. 3 were Nov. 17, 1913 to April 10,
1914. Students were Elizabeth Laber, Frank Laber,
George Laber, Mary Laber, Matthew Laber,
Millie Laber, Peter Laber, Theresa Laber,
Elizabeth Marking, Frank Marking, Mary
Marllting, Rose Marking, Alfred Stahl, and Bennie
Stahl.

On July 14, 1923, the west half of Bilodeau School
District reorganized to become part of the Sykes
School District No. 39. In 1958 the east half of
Bilodeau School District annexed to the Sykes
School District No. 39. It was dissolved July 2, 1958,

Sykeston School District

The Sykeston School District No. 11 was
organized on March 20, 1885. The first school recor-
ds found were from April 29, 1895 to July 19, 1895.
The teacher was Kate Hebikey. The students were
Helen Lindland, John Lindland, August Bilke,
Willie Covell, Ellen Covell, Gertrude Wonuuld,
Charles Rice, Jessie Rice, Willie Stewart, Richard
Stewart, Lenore Cole, Mildred Hildebrand, Alma
Schmitt, Eddie Scmitt, Clara Schmitt, and Leona
Elmer. The last classes held at this school were
between Sept. 5, 1955 and May 25, 1956. Loretta M.
Stern taught these students: Adeline Heintz, Anton
Heintz, Eugene Heintz, James Heintz, Rosemary
Heintz, Magdalena Heintz, Allen Richter, Eugene
Richter, Evelyn Richter, Jerome Richter, Leon
Richter, Merlyn Thomas, Carol Zwinger, Jeannet-
te Zwinger, and Thomas Zwinger.

Sykeston School District No. 11 annexed to Sykes
School District No. 39 on July 2, 1958.

Johnson School District

Johnson School District No. 12 annexed to Sykes
School District on Aug. 2, 1886. Johnson School
District detached itself from Sykeston No. 11 to



form its own School District on March 23, 1896. The
Johnson School District consisted of four rural
schools.

Johnson School No. 1 has its first records
available for Nov. 14, 1898 to March 31, 1899. D.M.
Simmons taught Louise Hildebrand, Emma
Hildebrand, Millie Hildebrand, Tillie
Hildebrand, David Hildebrand, Auguste Boehlke,
Rudolph Boehlke, Robert Boehlke, Martha Kutz,
Adelaide Kutz, Charlie Mergenthaler, and Jennie
Hildebrand. The last school records from Johnson
No. 1 were from Sept. 1958 to May 1959. Virgil
Rodacker taught five students: Allen Bierdeman,
Russell Rexin, Jerome Hewitt, Judy Kutz, and
Steven Johnson.

The first records found from Johnson School No.
2 were dated between July 3, 1899 and Sept. 13, 1899.
Elizabeth Chamberlain was the teacher. The
students were Claud Hollingsworth, Bertha
Hollingsworth, Esta Hollingsworth, Frank
Hollingsworth, Edmond Hollingsworth, Arthur
Rasmusson, John Sheets, Sam Sheets, Oscar
Phary, Reinhart Ganl, Natalie Ganl, Adeline
Belky, and Emma Werner. The last school records
from Johnson School No. 2 were from Sept. 1958 to
May 1959. The teacher was Esther Widicker. The
students were Kathie Morlock, Connie Williams,
Judy Williams, Wanda Morlock, Rodney Morlock,
Lynda Morlock, Debbie Williams, Ronnie Morlock,
Gary Widicker, David Williams, Shirley Morlock
and Rodger Morlock.

Johnson School No. 3 had its first records dating
from Oct, 26, 1903 to April 22, 1904. Teaching the
students was Mrs. Charlotte Barnes. The students
were Charlotte Barnes, Robin Barnes, Louisa
Stern, Jacob Stern, Mike Stern, Jacob Schafer,
John Schafer, Mathilda Schafer, Adam Stern,
Chas. Mergenthaler, Jacob Triebwasser and Willis
Triebwasser. The last records for Johnson School
No. 3 show three students attending classes from
Sepl. 3, 1956 to May 24, 1957. The students, Allen
Bierdeman, Russell Rexin, and Rodger Haag, were
taught by Virgil Rodacker.

Johnson School No. 4, the last school in the
district, show its first school records from Sept. 28,
1909 to March 14, 1910. The teacher was Creetie L,
Gilmore and she taught Archie Butts, Clyde Butts,
Frank Polries, Mary Polries, Theresa Polries,
Matthew Polries, Rosina Tetz, Henry Wahl, Christ
Wahl, Katie Wahl, Jacob Werner, David Werner,
Pauline Werner, George Werner, and Carrie Wer-
ner. The last classes recorded for Johnson School
No. 4 were from Sept. 28, 1942 to May 24, 1943. The
leachers were Beatrice Williams, who taught for
one month, and Lilas Helm, who finished the year.
Five students attending the classes were: Meane
Bjerke, Elaine Bjerke, Inez Bjerke, Nellie Harris,
and Mildren Hanson.

The Johnson township schools closed at different
times throughout the years. The Johnson School

District No. 12 annexed to Sykes No. 39 in 1958 and
dissolved May 5, 1959.

The oeiginal Hebiran Comolidetnd Schoot

Hebron Consolidated District

The Congressional Township, 145 North, Range
68 West was organized into a school township on
Aug. 8, 1885, It was named Hebron District No. 1 af-
ter the well-known Biblican City, Hebron. The first
officers were: Thomas McKitterick, Thomas
Lawrey (at whose home the school township was
organized), George Van Meter, John Harper,
George Elwood, John Elwood, John Prentiss, and
A.J. Brandt.

The first year the school was held from May 7 to
Sept. 3 while the weather was good. The first
teacher, according to the Wells County Courthouse,
was Libbie Moore, whose salary was $33.00 a mon-
th. The students were: May Lowry, Ada Brandt,
Ida McKitterick, Alma McKitterick, Willie McKit-
terick, Eugene Webster, Nellie Van Meter, Kati
Wikey, and Alta Varnem.

By 1900-1901 there were two schools with 32
children of school age. By 1907-1908 two more
schools were built making four schools in all, with
40 children of school age. The last two schools were
discontinued after three or four years because of
the lack of children in their areas and the few who
remained attended either of the two remaining
schools closest to them.

The first consolidated school was built in 1915 and
the first classes were held in 1916. School bussing
came into being about 1917. The school had two
rooms of grade school with about 45 children in
each room. In 1926 there were four years of high
school.

The old Consolidated School house was replaced
by a new school building in 1941 with only two years
of high school and in 1945, high school was discon-
tinued entirely. The school continued with two
rooms with the first through eighth grade until the
school district dissolved in August of 1971. The last
school records were from Sept. 2, 1968 to May 29,
1969. The only teacher was Mrs. Myrtle Vick, and
the students were: Brent Kurtz, Michael Kunz,
Scott Meyer, Joel Willey, Carson Helton, Kathryn



Willey, Cynthia Willey, Christine Kunz, Cynthia
Nichols and Lynnette Helton.

When the Hebron Consolidated School dissolved
in 1971, the students then attended school in either
Sykeston or Carrington.

St. Elizabeth Catholic School

From the Sykeston Tribune dated Jan. 9, 1914, it
was learned that Rey. Father Woester had solicited
funds of about $8,000, which would make the
building of a Catholic School possible. It was also
written that many people would contribute to the
building only if German were taught in the school,
Monsingor Woeste taught the language for several
years, even giving the Sisters classes in German to
be able to help the children, as many knew no
English.

Preliminary plans for the new Catholic School
were to build a four room modern building with a
full basement. The foundation was to be of stone
and built wide and strong so that another stor
could be added to make room for a future higi:’
school. It was the intention to finish only the in-
terior of the first story at that time, and to employ
two teachers for eight grades.

The new Catholic School opened its doors to
pupils for the first time on Sept. 14, 1914, with Sister
Carmel teaching grades 1-4: Sister Alphonsus in
grades 5-8; and Sister Agatha teaching the music.
All three were Presentation Sisters from the
Sacred Heart Academy at Fargo.

The enrollment on opening day was 52. This
number increased later as many children could
not start in the fall because of the field work. The
enrollment in 1915 was 69. The number reache 1100
with two rooms each having about 50 students in
four grades. Enrollment at the school varied
throughout the years with the highest enrollment of
102 and about 600 graduates over the years.

St. Elizabeth’s also had a school song which was
sung lo the tune of the Notre Dame March, The
Song was sung at boys' sports activities that came

.

into popularity at St. Elizabeth’s in the mid 1940's.

The costs of maintaining the school and a shor-
tage of teaching sisters throughout the Catholic
system in the 1960's made the future of the school
look bleak. Mrs. Glen Weiheumuller, the only lay
teacher in the school’s history, was employed in
1961-62.

The school underwent changes in the summer of
1966. Windows on the first floor were replaced with
glass blocks, rooms were painted, floors refinished,
and desks were redone for the first time.

The first grade was eliminated from the school in
the fall of 1966 due to the lack of teachers and
Space. Those students then attended the Sykeston
Public School. The second grade was eliminated
the next fall. Seventy-one students in the six grades
were taught the last year and the final graduation
was the eighth grade class on May 24, 1968.

Students enrolled during the last year of
operation were:

3rd grade: Patti Polries, Christy Kunz, Jeanette
Seil, Dean Hafner, Steve Seil, Julie Richter, Susan
Laber, Celeste Schaack, Della Bachmeier, Brian
Marcotte, Steve Zwinger, Debbie Weippert, Mark
Schadewald, Marcy Johnson and Jim Neumiller.

dth grade: Peggy Wild, Gary Laber, Terri Kutz,
Jean Brown, and Curtis Rask.

5th grade: Peggy Brown, Jamie Richter, Vicki
Huss, Laura Schaack, John Laber, Jennifer Laber,
Cindy Lundby, Shawn Marcotte, Vernon Speldrich,
Chuck Kutz, Colette Schaack, Peggy Polries, Nan-
cy Huss, Jean Richter, Becky Seil, Shane LeGran-
de, Rick Richter, and Neil Hammes.

6th grade: Carol Seil, Donna Seil, Kirk Laber,
Ardell Speldrich, Kevin Huss, Paul Richter, Peggy
Kutz, Kathy Sondag, Christine Schaack, Mark
Laber and Tom Garhofer.

th grade: Jane Neumiller, Donna Hafner, Ran-
dg Richter, Karen Sondag, Gail Huss, Janel Lun-
dby, Jeff Richter, Doug Weippert, Pam Brown,
Ross Schaack, Jeff Laber, and Steve Hammes.

8th grade and the last class to graduate: Michael
Kutz, Connie Stahl, Mary Kay Neumiller, David
Speldrich, Marie Richter, James Wild, Jean Haf-
ner, Cindy Marcotte, Lori Schadewald, and Julie
Polries,

Sisters teaching at the school the last year were:
Sr. Mary John, principal and 3rd & 4th; Sr. Hilary,
5th & 6th; and Sr. Francis, 7th & 8th. Sister Rose
had the music for many years.

For four years after the school was closed, the
Public School rented the building to house the four-
th, fifth and sixth grades. The building was torn
down in the summer of 1982,

Sykes School District No. 39

Sykeston school township was organized under
the direction of R. Wikey, county superintendent of
schools.

On March 20, 1885, the board of county com-
missioners took Speedwell, Cottonwood, and




1902 - Geades 1.2 nnd J ot the origined Sykeston one room schoal

Cathay townships away, leaving only Sykeston
township in the school district in Wells County.
Thus, the first schoolhouse in the county was erec-
ted in Sykeston.

Marshall Brinton taught the first term of school
in the courthouse in Sykeston in the winter of 1884-
85 because the first school burned to the ground
before it was completed. Mr. Brinton was helped by
other teachers of the county, among them were:
C.B.M. Craig, David Harris, Libbis Moore, Lois
Thompson, Nelle Van Mater, Cleaver, E.J. East-
men, Luly Page, Kate Needham, Alta Varnum, J.J.
Trach, Plenn H. Woodward, Kate Wikey, Abby
Trash, Carrie Lloyd and Mary Houlihan. Kate
Needham was elected the first lady county superin-
tendent, and at that time there were 23 school
lownships and 39 school houses were built.

Canatruction of the firwt brck schoal In 1914

In 1883-84 school was taught in its new building.
That building is now the American Legion Hall and
was moved to its present location in December
1903.

A brick school was built in 1904 and opened in Oc-
tober. The first teachers were Miss Small and Miss
Schrader. At that time it was illegal to be married
and teach school. This school was too small by 1904
and the parlor of the Congregational Church was
rented for high school classes.

Plans were to enlarge the school building, but it
was advised to erect a wooden one until a new one

Sykevton Schoaol in 1011

could be built. A supplementary building was con-
structed in 1907 which later was moved and became
the Woodman Hall.

In 1912, 10 people were taking high school courses
and 15 more planned to enroll. As a result, the
Sykeston Tribune called for the organization of a
new high school.

Tha present Sykeston School

The school which now stands on block number 5,
was constructed by Haxy & Gillespie of Fargo,
ND, in 1913. In 1959, 46 years later a new addition
was added to the school. It presently consists of 10
classrooms, one library, a lunch room, three sets of
rest rooms, two offices for the principal and
superintendent, a basic skills room, a teachers’
lounge, and a gymnasium. The land for the
playground was donated to the school by the city of
Sykeston so the school could get state aid.

The public school, mainly the addition that was
made in 1959, has been used for many activities.
Among these were school plays, school board and
PTO meetings, music concerts and programs, fund
raising activities and many other social activities
connected with the school.

Svkeston Hiawatha was the first school mascot.
It was changed in 1932 to the Sykeston Wildcats.
The school song **Cheer for Sykes High"', was writ-
ten in 1942 by two graduates from the class of 1942,
Marion Joyce and Harriet Evans.



Sykeston School Song
Sykes High, oh Sykes High school of dreams

come true

Where wrongs are righted fortune favors you.
Your school colors, my school colors we unfold
Our wonderful banner, maroon and gold.

Chorus:

We'll raise aloft a mighty cheer for you,
Straight from the hearts of students fond and

true.

Deep as the ocean our love and devotion

For our Sykes High School . . .

Cheer for you Alma mater Sykeston High
Maroon and gold for you we'll raise our cry.
Rah! Rah! Rah! for Sykeston High we're proud

to hold

Our wonderful banner maroon and gold

Repeat chorus,

The following is a list of persons who either
attended or graduated from Sykeston High
School. The early years weore difficult to trace
back. We are sorry for any errars that may be
included in this list.

Class of 1916

LeRoy Miller
Forrest Daniel
Velma Immel
Herbert Richter

Class of 1917
Maria Daniel
Mae Stewart
Irene Hammes
Hal Skakly

Class of 1918
Darwin McCann
Nelle Stewart
Alice Maulsby
Otto Thole

Class of 1918
Ethel Mathews
Lyle Maulsby
Maty Thole

Class of 1920
Margarot Billie
Peat| Daniel
Edward Maulsby
Wilma Maulsby
Flora Evans
Neva Lane
Tressa Thole
Amas Wenstrom
Frankhin Wanstrom
Sophia Hammes

Class of 1927

Eva Bamnhart
Ralph Billie
Alice Peasgood
Pear| Maulshy
Evelyn Fruhwirth
Gertrude Wick
Daisy Pry

Deane Holt
Irene Maulsby
Mary Van Horn
Pearl Van Horn
Francis Hammes

Class of 1922
Beryle Maulsby
Rosebud Maxwell
Mary Laber

Anna Livingston
Dorig Pritchard
Phyllis Mathews
Myrtle Halskey
John Vogel
Delphia Martin

Class of 1923
Gladys Evans
Bertha Lane
Helen Mathews
Aobert Harding
Frankie Stulsman
Helen Hammes
Helen Thole
Clara Johnson
Lawrence Martin
Margaret Staudenmayer
George Summers

Class of 1924
Dorothy Maulsby
Fanny Maulsby
Magnus Sondag
George Bohlin
Donald Heron
Hielda Johnson
Adas Maxwell
Eveleith Atkinson
Blanche Bijold
Lester Billie

Levi Larson
Evert Evans
Hulda Johnson
Agnes Masulsby
Ivye Walter
Esther Nordean
Roy Holt
Mildred Hewitt
Mae Holmes
Agnes Wagner
Chester Strand

Class of 1926
LeKoy Chamberfin
Ethyl P

William Rasmussan
Alfred DeVoice
Maria Daniel

Many sports activities and clubs got the students
involved. Some have been eliminated through the
years because of the declining enrollment.

There have been two school reunions held in the
past. One in 1932 and the other in 1972. A third oneis
planned to coincide with the Centennial Celebration

in 1983.

The school remains to serve its community
despite a declining enrollment. The 1982-1983 school
year has a total enrollment of 109 in grades K-12.

Carol Maulsby

John Summers

Gordon Sevasthoat
Walter Hammes

Minnie Rasmussen
Josephine Staudenmeayer
Elmer Steen

Class of 1926

Nettie Guenthor
LeRoy Sittauer
Louise Unruh
Charles Atkinson
Hazol Belcher
Burton Atkinson
Bertrom Slatar
Paul Sixliman
Gertrude Hewitt
Myron Wiest
Albert Thole

Class of 1927
Geneva Mae Hewitt
Folix Adams
Anna Adams
Laura Atkinson
Sylvia Bell Butts
Marrian Brown
Andrew Heintz
Charlotte Covall
Cora Maxwell
Zeta Florence Maxwell
W.T. Roberts
Mabel Bohlin
Lloyd Butts

Ruth Chamberlin
Gordon Laroth
Sarah Martin
Emll Stern

Joe Stahl!

Alma Unrub
Hazel Watson
Clara Unruh
Simon Morlock
Clarence Hammes
Frank Hafner
Mariel Mcintipe
Flora Haman
Albert Hethreich
David Neison
Earl Burts

Arthur Winandy
Harold Belcher

Class of 1928
Josephine Arendt
Alan Heron
Beatrica Howint
Alfred Chamberlin
Harold Viestein
Lillian Kurtz

Fred Neumillor
Myrtie Cope
Robert Atkinson
Frances DeVoice
Phyllis Mathews
Thomas Stutson
Clara Winandy
Glydon Wiest
Myrtle Walter
Doxle Walter

Class of 1529
Loretts Lundby
Walter Zwemke
Lesiie Atkinson
Louise Bijold
Myron Malley
Elizabeth Huss
Catherine June Kromet
Herbert Atkinson
Bassie Summers
Arthur Spetling
Sara Thiesen

Class of 1830
Erma Lessner
Reinhold Behrens
Evelyn Fryer
Hetbert Guenther
Yvonne Maulsby
Clarence Paa
Stanley Stromstedt
Paul Sullivon
Audrey Hanson
Leslle Hewitt
Alice Hewitt
Elizabeth Schaack

Class of 1831

Rosa Huss

George Maxwell
John Wagner, S.R.
Grace Evans

Elfreida Behrens
Marcel Heron

Almira Summers
Carroll Staudenmeyer



Lawrence Nichols
Class of 1334

Kathryn Daniel
Elert Wumkes

Velma Sperling

Matt Huss

Donna Netson

Mary Bernadine O'Brian

Class of 1935
Loona Morlock
John Zwemke
Francis Zwi

Estefla Bofo P

Fronces Wagner
Vaincent Schaack
William Linhart
Francis Sittaver
Laura Patrner

Class of 1938
Lloyd Bofenkamp
Misnrad Kutz
Lillyan Richter
Raymaond Wild
Ann Fruhwirth
Albert Mack
Edna Tate
George

Vitgel Malley
Elroy Lessner
Chester Lundby
Dorothy Waeist
Ervin Stiles

Gilbert Gotfried
Ralph Atkinson
Dorothy Arendt
Theresa Garman
Caroline Polries
Marion Knutson
Margarat Sell
Metle Jesse Atkinson
Marilyn Knudson
Lillian Gotfried
Marie Linhart

Walter Schaack
Mary Wiest {Waeist)

Victorla Voeller

Class of 1837
LeRoy Bunts
Orvell Lunby
Varnon Malley
Wilbur Mauch
Douglas Nichois
Ruth Ockert
Eddie Hammes
Beatrice Zwemke
Eugene Ockert
Sylvester Sondag
Clinton Kutz
Dorothy Kutz
Clitford Gottfried
Dotothy Wumkes

Class of 1838
Loretta Hefner
Eleanor Nolz

Lynn Hewitt

Walter Huss

Freda Hammes
Sister Borgia Sondag

Martha Wumkes
Alphonse Arendt
Clarence Linhart
Louis Linhart
Nora Motlock
Stanley Stiles
Eugens Hammes
Hazel Hewitt
Margaret Haommas
Lynn Hawitt
Flotence Wernae
Lawra Wahl
Charles Stiles

Class of 1940
William Hewitt
Otville Laber
Matjorie Corson
Forrest W, Daniel
Myrle Daniel
Theress Paa
Clement Lonski
Annabel Hewitt
Glotia Nelson
Marie Huss
Thomas Joyce
Lorraine Lessner
Jana Coyne
John Garman
Katheyn Fruhwirth
Dorothy Schaack
Ann Schmidt

Class of 1941
Celestine Arendt
Alvina Neumiller
Keith Wallin
Lillian Huss

Mary Ann Richtar
Lucille Rask
Margaret Rask
Delores Laber
James Solvinsky
Dorathy Ring
Leonard Martin
Leo Linhart

Leslie Hollingsworth
Gerald Jordan
Harbert Ziegeldort
Beatrice Laber
Vera Ring
Lorraine Polties
Margaret Schaack
John Lessner

Class of 1942

Williamm Wagner
Peter Wumkes
Genavieve Huss
Esther Kahler
Mary Joyce Laber
Anna Mae Nelson
Morris Laber

Ida Jordon
James Krouidus
Harriet Hagel
Ramona Hewitt
Clarence Laber
Thomas Laber
Johanna Merck
Eva Ring
Cathrine Schaack
Richard Werner

Class of 1944

William Daniel

Virginia Hammes

Robert Wagner

Jim Hollingsworth [James)
Bernie Huss

Beatrice Ockert

Theodore Kutz, Jr. (Ted)
Harold Arendt

Aobert Froefick
Norina Schauk

Class of 1945
Edwin Arendt
Harry Sittaver
Tony Huoer
Lucille Kohler
Adrisn Sondag
Rose Ann Joyce
Williem Schulz
William Powers
Raymond Richter
Rose Mary Hollingsworth
Donna Hi
Gordon Guenther
Mary Joan Lessner

Class of 1946

Ethel Becker

Marilyn Schaack

Arlena Haag

Ardis Hollingsworth
John Wumkus Wuimkes?
James Froelich
Lawrence Kunz

Franics Linhart

William Schaack

Class of 1947
Adolph Beich
Gunda Merck
Mary Ann Schaack

Class of 1948
Louis Polries
Robert Wumkes
Caroline Jakle
Glenn Johnson
Dorothy Lessner
Ervin Laber
Agatha Garhoter Garhoffer
Lois Haag
Robert Koller
Jack Schaack

Class of 1548
Valeria A. Schaack
Annmarie Miller
Lillian Nelson
Amanda Brockopp
Batty Richter
Jerry Arendt

Paul Nolz



Class of 1950
Irene Sondag
Delons Becker
Margia Haag
Ruth Eaton
Evelyn Johnson
Vickie Johnson
Frances Kutz
Wallace Kutz
Delorea Baver
Jean Dummer
William Mammes
Bernard Gathofer
Edwin Huss
Della Wumkes
Gordon Kunz
Janice Hewitt
Hilda Huss
James Schaack
Patricia Sisco
Joseph Sondag
Mary Jean Kutz
Roland Frigzen
George Sondag

Class of 1962
David Brockopp
Delight Brockopp
Clare Mae Schulz
Jerome Schaack
Phyllis Baver
Valoria Schaack
John Richter
Justien Reiland
Betty Ann Jackle
Patty Hagg

Cless of 1953
Dalores Hammes
Cathay Richter
Marcelle Froalich
Alice Kunz
Margaret Huss
Delores Nolz
LouAnn Wild
Marlys Friezen
Irvin Sondag
Ted Barry, Jr.

{Girl) Picture covered nama

Class of 1954
Francis Hammes
Francis Huss

Mary Jane Schulz
William Eaton (Wm.,)
Eugene Linkart
Jimmie Hewirt

Jim White

Mary Mack

Class of 1955
Patricia Haag
Alice Merck
Irene Nolz

John Wagner
Donald Hammes
George Huss
Francis Gathofar
Lsura Eaton
Eugene Stahl
Leons Kunz

Class of 1956
Shirley Merck
Sally Huss

Ronald Balvitsch
James Haag
Judith Hewitt LJudy)
Raymond Huss
Alfred Sondag
LaVern Bierdeman
Marforie Linhart
Patty Beckeot
Gerald Friezen
Ann Eaton

Patrica Stahl
Stells Przybycian
Judy Brockopp
Donny Johnson
Darlone Kurtz
Mary Kollar

Class of 1957
Vernon Richter
Shirley Austin
Alvin Wagnes
Eunice Winandy
Darlene Sandag
Coralle Kammet
Bonnie Kunz
Joelle Hawitt
Mavis Thomas
Marlys Pfann
Doris Johnson
Richard Garman

Class of 1958

jbmnoo Stahl
arome Sondag

Alice Sondag

John Merck

Donald Xoller

Arfo Neumlller

Jerry Kutz (Jerome)

Dolla Garman

Shirley Pulst

Larry Schander? (Picture covered)

Richard Bernard
Rich Kelly (Richard)

Class of 1959

Diane Morlock
Mary Sondag
Larry Fruhwirth
Lowall Fruhwirth
Duane Zwinger
James Klocke
Larry Wolwode
Thalma Reule
Patricia Reule
James Marck
Lucille Gartner
Carol Clapper

Class of 1960
Robert Miller
Amaelia Kutz

Betty Ann Zwingor
Janice Hafner
Ruth Ann Laber
Joyce Luiten Lolce)
James Biotdeman
Mary Ann Bermard
Name covered
Clotus Fruhwirth
James Eaton
Magdalina Heintz
Metlin Thomas
David Vollrath
Josephine Patener
Genovieve Patzner
Robert Kunz

Class of 1961
Linda Schulx
Larry Klocke
Robart Kunz
Arlene Clapper
Pauline Huss
Lyle Johnson
Thomas Richter
David Wagnet
Pauline Huss
Douglas Wild
Ronald Loewen
Sharon Fruhwirth
Maotle Radke
Rosemary Heaintz
Stanley Przybycien
Evelyn Richter
Joann Morlock

Class of 1962

Patricia Suckut
Yvonne Johnson
Thomas Zwinger
Gary Johnson
Joan Sondag
James Sisco
Loretta Wagner
Mary Laber

Gary Halner
Taorry Hafoer
Karen Morlock
Kennath Marlock

Kathleen Merck
Keith Morlock
Betty Warfiald

Class of 1963

Lorna Balvitsch
Gloriz Nelson
Eugens Heintz
Clotus Hafner
Donald Sall
Eugene Richter
Anton Heintz
Alan Loawen
John Eaton
Jerome Richter
Jerome Hewitt
Shelia Malinsk| (Sheila)
Shitley Morlock

Class of 1964
Jeelynn Kutz
William Klocke
Russell Rexin
Kathy Wild
LeRoy Johnson
Evelyn Moe
Wilbur Kutz
Carol Zwinger
Judy Hammes
Allan Friezon
LaVerma Hatch
Carol Sondag
Larry Unruh

Class of 1865
Larry Hammes
Barbara Kutz
Dennis Neumiller
Marlin Laber
Mary Balvitsch
Dennis Hafner
Richard Hatch

Charles Kunz, Jr.
Sharon Lundby
Ronnie Morlock
Alien Richtes
Diane Sondag
Norma Sandag
David Williams
Gary Garman
Larry Praybycien
Gerald Stah!
James Heinz
Ronald Schumacher
Roger Netson
Judy Johnson
Gary Suckut

Jim Seii

Wanda Morlock
Ed Richter
Gordon Neumiller
Glen Peterson

Class of 1966
Sistar Beverly Sond:
Roger Wild

Joan Zwinger
Mary Zwinger
Patricia Neumniller
Rodney Hammes
Linda Hatch
John Johnston
Michael Laber
Linda Lundby
Terri Brown
Larry Laber
Dianna Malinsk|
Terry Suckut
Mary Neumiller
Danny Parks
John Schasck
Debbie Willlams
Judy Busch

Class of 1967
Allan Bierdeman
Sandra Hatch
Connle Muss

Jim Kutz (Jamas)
Sheila Hafries
Joan Richter
James Winandy
Sandra Kutz
Douglas Neumilier
John Becker
Kathy Hafner
Diana Hafner
Carol Lange
HRobert Lowen
Lynda Morlock
Gail Mafinski
Norman Rask
Loon Richtor
James Rowland
Timm Schadawald
Cathy Seil

Curtis Stern
Jerald Swanson
Don Weippert
Jeanatte Zwinger

Class of 1968
Leonard Labor
Sharon Hatch
Thomas Klocka
Glen Richtar
Londa Schaack
Marvin Sondag
Jean Wild
Rodney Morlock
Roger Richtar
John Kutz




Connie Stahl
Cindy Marcotte
Sandra Lange
Janalle Stern
Marie Richter
Patti Hartmen
Julia Polries
Linda Klocke

Class of 1973
Jaff Laber

Gall Huss

Don Bierdeman
Clitf Hansen
Jane Neumniller
Donna Hafner
Donald Neumiller
Ross Schaack
Randy Richter
Jeftf Richter
Kim Lukenbach
Janel Lundby

Class of 1974

Donna Seil
Kevin Huss
Tom Garhofer
Christine Schaack
Stave Hartmen
Kathy Sondag
Mark Laber
Ardell Speldrich
Merlin Neumiller
Paggy Kutz
Robert Miller

Class of 1975
Jaan Richter
Robert Neumi|ler
Kim Miller
Richard Richter
Jamie Richter
Jannifer Laber
Kathy Lukenbach
Brenda Hansen
Janet Williams
Lynn Young
Harris Alfson
Colette Schaack
Neal Hammes
Cindy Lundby
Paul Richtet
Vicli Huss
Poltigs
Laura Schaack
Class of 1976
Panny Patks
Sholly Hartmen
Wild

Pegay
Charles Kutz
Torr Kutz

Class of 1877
Marcy Johnson
Susan Klocke
Christine Kunz
Susan Labet
Joan Lukenbach
Mark Miller

Mary Mittleider
Robert Ness, Jr.
James Naumiller
Cynthia Nichols
Patricia Polries
Julia Richtor
Culeste Schaack
Mark Schadewald
Debora Waippert

Steve Zwinger
David Young

Class of 1978
Michael Linch
Janet Sondag
Banjamin Laber
Debra Garhofer
Shelly Walicski
Ron Richter
Cynthia Willey
Mark Mitler
Latry Polries
Rozanne Kutz
Carolyn Alfson
Kevin Parks

Class of 1979

DeAnn Weippert

Michael Richter
Walter Hopkins
Michael Huss
David Richter
Lisa Johnson
Russel| Richter
Jodee Marcotte
Keont Laber
Brends Kutz
Jowel Schaack
Lucinda Kost
Larie Young
Carol Mittlgider
Randy Sondag

Class of 1980
Laure Patks
Frank Laber
Joal Willey
Brent Kurtz
Joy Schaack
Julie McAvoy
Jodi Brown
Kovin Mittleider
Jill Schaack
Michael Kunz
Wes Johnson
Tod Hopkins
Lori Martin

Class of 1881
Bob Morlock
Tim Nelson
Michelle Grager
Neal Garhofet
Robbi Marcotte
Paula Richtet
Tom Nichols
Ronald Richter

Dean Lukenbach

Bath Kurtz
Lynnette Laber

Brian Morlock
Mike Wagner



A grest bunch of guye!

Girls’ beskwiball, 1068 57

Sushothall team In from of okd originel Hebron Schoal. Left 1o right: Luslie Gasets, John
Willay. Robart Clappes, Flroy Melete. Orville Usnethy,
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This 1915 basabiall tanem

Oports

Sports have always been around Sykeston. As far
as records show, baseball was the first organized
sport to come to Sykeston. The game was played
during the Fourth of July celebration in 1888, and
was the first in the county. That game was also the
beginning of a baseball rivalry with Carrington
which continued as long as both towns had teams.

A Sykesron Bosebell geme in 1915

Men’s baseball continued through the 1920's, 30's,
and 40's. A few awards and trophies were found in
the records. In 1949, Sykeston took 2nd place at the
Wells County tournament. In 1963, the team took
drd place at a Goodrich tournament and in 1970,
came out of the district tournament with 3rd place,
At the present time, Sykeston High School does not
have a baseball team. During the summer months
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there are Pee Wee and Babe Ruth baseball teams.
Interest began a few years ago and summer league
and tournament play has taken place since. In the
past year, the Pee Wee team took 2nd at a Red
Willow Resort Tournament,

At the present time, Sykeston Legion and Town &
Country Motors of Carrington sponsor the men's
slow pitch softball team. The team was organized
in the spring of 1980 in the Carrington Softball
League. Their season lasts from May to mid-
August with league games once a week and tour-
naments played periodically throughout the sum-
mer, In May 1982, the team won its first tour-
nament at the Class D and below Early Bird Men's
Softball Tournament at Red Willow Resort. Mem-
bers of the team have been Dave Richter, Todd
Richter, Ron P. Richter, Mitch Montgomery,
Brad Tweed, Vernon Richter, Neal Garhofer, Jim
Neumiller, Ron J. Richter, Brent Kurtz, Randy
Sondag, Jeff Richter, Dave Young, Jon Polries,
Larry Polries, and Frank Laber. The team was
managed by Vernon Richter.

Enough interest was around for the women to
form a softball team also. Their season runs as long
as the men's including league games and tour-
nament play. In the past few years, the team has
declined in size and interest.

The first organized league play for ladies' fast
pitch softball in Sykeston was in 1949 with New
Rockford, Cathay, Bowdon, Carrington and
Sykeston forming a league with membership in the




Amateur Softball Association of North Dakota.

The league ran for the seasons ‘49 and ‘50, and the
local team went undefeated in games played
locally. When the team played in the State Tour-
nament in 1950, they were defeated by the F.U.
Twinettes— the team that won the tournament that
year. Members of the team were Anita Stern, Mary
Stahl, Dorothy Lessner, Beity Laber, Rose
Schaack, Catherine Sondag pitchter, Joan Sit-
tauer - catcher, Cedy Malinski, Ann Marie Lundby,
Delores Hammes, Irma Schmidt, Clara Mae and
Mary Jane Schulz, Lou Ann Wild, Kay Luitan,
Margaret and Fran Huss, Betty Richter, Irene
Sondag, and Ruth Eaton. Bud (Hank) Schaack
managed the team.

Boyw Bazhatball

Basketball came to Sykeston shortly after the
school was built in 1913, and has been the main
highlight of the winter scene. For many years,
Sykeston fielded an independent team besides the
school team. In the first game played in the school
basement, Sykeston defeated Carrington.

The first trophies received for basketball were in
1850, when the Wildcats won both District and
Regional Championships and 3rd in the State Tour-
nament.

The following description of that year in basket-
ball was taken from the school paper, 1950:

“The Sykeston Wildcats had a very successful
season breaking every record ever set by the
school by taking second in the county, first in the
District, first in the Regional and third in the State,
Under the coaching of Everett Worwode, the boys
went through a 31 game season, including tour-
nament games, winning 24 and losing only 7.

The starting five were Joe Sondag and Edwin
Huss, forwards; Bernie Garhofer, center; George
Sondag and Billy Hammes, guards. The reserves
were Irvin Sondag, Roland Friezen, Gordon Kunz,
and Jerry Schaack."

In the State Tournament, they won the first game
from Wimbledon, 39-36. but lost the second to
Mapleton, 55-34. The boys came back in the third
game and defeated Makoti, 41-39 in the last seven
seconds by two free throws.

No other year has been as successful as 1950, but
more trophies were taken. In 1954, 2nd in District;
in 1958 and 1959, 3rd in District; in 1960, 2nd in
District; in 1962, 4th in District, and in 1964, 3rd in
District. In 1981, the Wildcats took 2nd in the
District tournament by defeating Carrington in 3
overtimes and losing to Fessenden in the cham-
pionship game. The team advanced to the Regional
tournament for the first time in 21 years.

Girts Bashatbatl

Girls baskeball has had its success with a series
of trophies also. For four straight years, they placed
in the District tournament: 1973-2nd place; 1974-1st
place; 1975-3rd place, and 1976-3rd place. Again in
1980, they were awarded 3rd place and in 1981, they
took 4th place.
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School & Man All State Champsonstup Footbell Teem

s';.vm:l ows, Nov. 26 1936 edvtion. plotisre by Wi Cowell'4

Firat row, knseling, et to right: Supt. AW Lasson. Herbart Zingeidor!, Clinton Kunz.
Louln Linhart. Narbert Arendt, Morle Atkinson. Orville Laber, Clarsnce Linhart

Canter - Mascot Thamas Joyee and his water jug sed Francis Huss

Top, standing. lefs to right: Conch Myron Wisst. Stanley Stiles, irvin Sties. Vernon
Mallay, Eugene Ockert, Ed Hammes, and Cagtain Orvell Lundby

Football was played in Sykeston in the 1920's, and
possibly before, but there were not enough students
in high school to maintain a team continuously. In
the 1930's, six-man football was developed and
Sykeston's Superintendent A.W. Larson and Coach
Myron Wiest were partially responsible in getting
the game introduced into small high schools in Nor-
th Dakota. In 1935, the Sykeston team won the State
championship without losing a game. Football con-
tinued through the '60s with annual Homecomings
every fall.



. » 1 . a ' - \ ’
) o “aiel, DNV A
Ay T A \’41-14 ‘:‘.

# ‘.‘.{tN\‘,,' s

'e'[i:lt‘\\"1_*1-“7‘1“_1'!"'2:;.“-'&& (e

T

Sykauton nt the State Cross Country Mest in 1978

In place of football for a fall sport, there is cross
country. The 1970's brought cross country to
popularity and for the team high honor trophies.
The first trophy received was in 1975 at the Rocket
(New Rockford) Homecoming when the Wildecats
received first place. That same year, the boys went
to the state meet and took the second place Class B
trophy. Those running were Jim Neumiller, Mark
Miller, Robert Ness Jr., Mark Schadewald, Mark
Mittleider, Kevin Parks, Tom Stahl, and David
Polries. Coach Russ Ferrie received coach of the
year award. Again in 1976, Sykeston placed high in
the state meet, third place Class B. The only runner
added to the team was Mike Linch.

Track and field events are also popular in the
spring. Boys' and girls’ track teams have been
going on for some time with records being set by
many of the students. Even in earlier years, meets
were won. In 1938, the boys track took the Sykeston
High School track meet and in 1940, 41, and 42, the
girls placed in the Wells County meet.

Volley ball was a popular sport in the school for
some lime. The highlight of this sport was in 1936,
when the team took the championship. Members of
the team were E. Ockert, S. Stiles, W. Huss, F
Huss, W. Mauch, M. Kutz, and V.F. Ually.

Other sports have taken place in Sykeston
besides those that were school sponsored.

The Tennis colert. built n 1068

In 1968, a concrete tennis court was built in the
western part of Sykeston park. It was a project un-
der the Federal Assistance Program. The court has
been used a lot since tennis has been a popular
sport. Two earlier courts were built in Sykeston,
One was just south of the high school football field
in the 1930's, and the other at the south end of the
foot bridge which went out of use in the late 1920's.

Golf has even been a part of Sykeston, Richard
Sykes built a golf course in Jamestown in the early
1880’s, making that one of the earliest golf layouts
in the United States. A nine-hole course was built
on the Sykeston land north of town west of the lake
in the 1930’s. The course was maintained for
several years before fading out.

Now most of the sports played in Sykeston center
around the school providing participation and en-
tertainment for the community.




