[image: image1.jpg]


 American Federation of Musicians
     of the United States and Canada
AFL-CIO/CLC Affiliated
For Immediate Release                                                                                                                        Contact: Antoinette Follett  

October 1, 2013
                    (315) 422-4488 ext. 106
afollett@bentley-hall.com
Orchestra Board Blasted by Musicians’ Union President at Rally Tonight 

New York, NY —AFM International President Ray Hair took aim at the Minnesota Orchestral Association Board of Directors tonight, calling for a boycott of the board members’ companies at a rally held in downtown Minneapolis on the steps of a newly-renovated but darkened Orchestra Hall. The rally, attended by hundreds of music lovers and union members from throughout the Twin Cities area, marked the one-year anniversary of a lockout imposed after the musicians’ union refused a contract ultimatum that sought a 30% cut in pay and regressive work rules. 

“The board decided to use starvation as a weapon against defenseless orchestra musicians to force unjustified contract concessions that are unparalleled in the workplace of an orchestra of this stature,” Hair said. When the lockout started, the Minnesota Orchestra was regarded as one of the greatest orchestras in the world. The lockout has also deprived musicians of insurance coverage for health care and medicine.

Calling out many of the board members by name, Hair also called for a boycott of the companies they represent – including Wells Fargo Bank, US Bank, General Mills, United Health Care, 3M Company, Land ‘O Lakes, the Minneapolis Star-Tribune, and Friends of the Orchestra, which Hair referred to as “a misnomer.”  
“The board has brought shame upon itself, upon the Twin Cities area, upon the State of Minnesota, and upon orchestra managements across the country. It has shown no remorse for the pain inflicted upon these great musicians,” said Hair. “No longer can these board members refer to themselves as ‘responsible stewards of great artistry’ when they starve and torture the men and women of the orchestra.”

Over the weekend, an ongoing confidential mediation process between the parties led by former US Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell, a renowned peacemaker, broke down after the board bypassed Senator Mitchell and made a regressive offer directly to the musicians that would cut paychecks by up to 25% over three years. After the orchestra unanimously rejected that offer, the board cancelled planned performances at Carnegie Hall, a move that prompted the departure of Maestro Osmo Vanska this morning.    

 
ABOUT THE AFM

Founded in 1896, the American Federation of Musicians of the United States and Canada (AFM), AFL-CIO, is the largest organization in the world dedicated to representing the interests of professional musicians. With more than 90,000 members, the AFM represents all types of professional musicians, including those who record music for sound recordings, film scores, videogames, radio, television and commercial announcements, as well as perform music of every genre in every sort of venue from small jazz clubs to symphony orchestra halls to major stadiums. Whether negotiating fair agreements, protecting ownership of recorded music, securing benefits such as health care and pension, or lobbying legislators, the AFM is committed to raising industry standards and placing the professional musician in the foreground of the cultural landscape. For more information, contact the main number at (212) 869-1330.
For more information, visit the Web site at www.afm.org. 

AFM; 1501 Broadway, Ste. 600; New York, NY 10036 

Follow the AFM on Twitter http://twitter.com/musiciansunion and 

Facebook http://www.facebook.
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