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an elder of Canada’s Indian nation performs a purification rite on Paul Martin By
gle feather before the latter's swering-in as Canada's prime minister Friday in
mony, a children's choir sang “O Cinada.” Story, 18A
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by a special property tax instituted
by the Miami-Dade Commission in
2001, will be the first built by the
county in about 15 years. But some
critics say the decision to scatter the
same design throughout the county
risks cheapening what should be
prominent civic buildings.
_ Administrators say the new build-
ings will help fill & yawning gap
lr:[remeen demand and existing facili-
1€5,

“We want to bring libraties closer
to the people,” said Bill Urbizu,

to serve a community that can just
walk or take a bike to the library.”
The one-story, contemporary-
style prototype, developed by
county architects in consultation
with librarians, comes in two sizes —
a 15,000-square-foot model and
another half that size, It features an
apen interior plan, witha central cir-
culation desk as the focal point. Win-
dows on three sides ensure abundant
natural light. An arched canopy over
the building’s length and an entrance
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CRISIS IN HAITI

Unrest

‘persists
‘across

H it.
M supporters of Haitian President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide set up

street fires to keep marchers
demanding Aristide’s ouster at bay.

BY MICHAEL A.W. OTTEY
matteyEherald com

PORT-AU-PRINCE — Supporters of
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
blocked streets with burning tires and
debris Friday as his opponents
mounted a second day of marches to
demand his resignation.

Thick black smoke billowed from
dozens of intersections in the capital as
groups of Aristide supporters, some
armed with shotguns and rifles,
crammed into the beds of battered
pickup trucks and roamed the city.

The president’s backers surrounded
the Mational Palace and dared the
opposition to show up.

“Toll them to come over, we're wait-
ing,” said a defiant Harold Nicholson -
Veillard, 34. “Tell the bourgeoisie If
they don't like it they can leave the
country.” f

There were unconfirmed reports of
at least one person shot in Port-au-
Prince, and countless others struck by
rocks, The protests extended outside
the capital, from the sputhern city of
Jacmel to Gonaives in the west.

The unrest forced U.5, Rep. Ken-
drick Meck and other members of Con-
gress to cancel a visit on Friday. Meek
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CRISIS IN HAITI
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and the others had planned to

lock at the efforts of the Orga-
nization of American States
and humanitarian programs in
Haiti

Police did not stop pro-
government demonstrators as
they set the tires, wood and
other debris ablaze in the
middle of normally bustling
streets. The burning barri-
cades forced drivers to turn
their vehicles around and
kept pedestrians boxed into
confined areas. Streets in
some sections of the capital
were almost deserted as busi-
nesses closed and people
stayed home.

Young men and boys, some
wielding baseball bats and
sticks, manned checkpoints at
which motorists were
stopped and questioned
throughott the day.

The government backers
appeared to be working with
police to keep the anti-Aris-
tide forces from a repeat of
the massive demonstration
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held the previous day.

On Thursday, more than
50,000 demonstrators, by
some estimates, marched
through the city calling on
Aristide to resign. The pro-
test, said to be one of the larg-
est in a decade, followed a
student-led protest several
days earlier that turned vio-
lent.

Although Friday’s protests
were smaller, it was equally as
confrontational, with demon-
strators and police clashing.

‘MWhat we want is to exer-
cise our freedom of speech,”
said Valerie McIntosh, 32, a
communications and market-
ing specialist who opposes
Aristide. “This is supposedly
a democratic country. But
they won't even let us march.”

Mcintosh removed her
sunglasses to reveal her
watery eyes. She said police
tear-gassed her for attempting
to exercise her right to peace-
ful protest. She expressed
worry that the world, preoc-
cupied with such hot spots as
Iraq and Afghanistan, is obliv-
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ious or unconcerned with the
worsening economic, social
and political situation in
Haiti

“The people need to know
what's going on,” she said.
She added that Haitians in
Miami and New York do not
seem to be moved by unfold-
ing events on the island.

MclIntosh was among hun-
dreds of demonstrators in the
suburb Petionville who
clashed with police. Clad in
riot gear, the police were
attempting to protéct mem-
bers of Aristide’s Lavalas
Family Party. The police
action set off stampedes
through the streets.

“Wa want freedom of
expression, we want democ-
racy, we want to be able to
live as human beings,” said
Stanley Joseph, 43, a business-
man. ¥Aristide was supposed
to be the champion of the
cause, but he ended up being a
tyrant and a murderer.”

Paul Antoine, a spokesman
for Aristide, said Friday the
president was “monitoring

Policehold off protesters

the situation” and had no
immediate plans to respond
to the latest events.

Culture and Communica-
tion Minister Lilas Desguiron
took to the airwaves to appeal
for calm, She blamed a media
“disinformation campaign"
for the mounting protests.

But on Friday, Dany Tous-
saint, a Lavalas senator,
announced he was quitting
the party. “I am no longer a
Lavalas senator,” he
announced on the radio. This,
after he referred to the gov-
ernment a5 “despotic™ and a
“fascist Creole regime.”

Aristide on Thursday con-
demned the violence, called
for calm, and again urged the
opposition to participate in
next year’s legislative elec-
tions. The opposition has said
it will boycott because of
alleged improprieties during
the 2000 legislative elections.

Aristide, whose term ends
in 2006, has said a wocal
minority is behind the protest.
He has vowed to serve out his
term.
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