Bernard, Dick
La Societé Canadienne-Frangaise R. 0, Box. 11 ﬂ:;ﬁgfom‘
4655 University Avenue N.E. Hibbing, MN S5746 PM&N”
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55421 J*"ngfﬂSN
nnea IS,
r e —
ADIENy
ﬂai ‘S'Gb <:;;;££%r :[:E;iii;z(::::::jiizz;:j:]
% k2
£ %
T} <
(=) g: .
‘9&, Mewsletterof JANVIER & FEVRIER 1985
Ll
L — la soclketé canaolenne-francaise
VOL. 6 NO. 4

the Oe | éoiteur

As many of you are well aware, this nation's
foremost symbol of what this country stands
for--our Statue of Liberty--is in desperate
need of repair. We as a concered group of
individuals that share the same roots at this
FAIR LADY feel an obligation to come to her
aid. With this in mind, the board of La
Société comes to you at this time with a

uest for any donations that may be made,

made in the name of the Société. Your
generosity will be greatly appreciated.
Donations will be accepted at the general
meetings or thru the mafl up to June 1. The
money that is collected will be presented on
the fourth of July.

I would 1ike to thank all who took part in
the Christmas celebration. A special thanks
to Louis (Santa) Ritchot, his daughter Wendy,
Pat Stegbauer and Jon Tremblay who organized
the party and to all those who helped with
the food and worked in the kitchen. A good
time was had by all. Merci.

A correction needs to be mentioned here; the
price of a single ad is still $4.00 but a
yearly ad will only be $20.00. Please note,

Anyone having any official records pertaining
to the Société from inception 6 years ago,
must be returned to our President, Louis
Ritchot. A1l records must be kept,together.
Louis thanks you.

Jacoby is resigning as Chairman of the
ies Committee after several years of
faithful service. We owe him a debt of
thanks for the great job he has done. Merci
Pat for your dedication to your Chairman-
ship.

Lets make a good showing.

Pierre Girard is stil11 looking for historical
material on the Société. He really needs your
help. Please bring anything you may have

to the March general meeting.

Again, I wish to encourage all members to
send in any news or stories or pictures they
feel would be of interest to the Société,

Jerry Forchette

GlEIGEIGIEIEIEE]

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

All membership renewal was due the first of
the yvear. Your membership is necessary for
the continuation of our organization. New
members are welcome to join at this time also.
Dues are as following:

'$1.00 for a minor
1$5.00 Senior single

$6.00 Senior couple
$7.00 Single
$10. Family

Please send your dues to your respective
Chairperson:

In St. Cloud, Merle Plante, 849 Terry Lane
Sartell, MN 56377 In Hibbing: Dick Bernard,
2014 First Avenue, Apt. 6, Hibbing, MN

55746. In the Twin City area or out of State
mail dues to Geo. LaBrosse, 4895 Brent Ave.
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55075

Thank you. Geo. LaBrosse
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Pierre Bottineau is probably the most colorful character in Minnesota's
French-Canadian history. But then, aren't all French-Canadians colorful?

We are not even certain that Pierre was French-Canadian. Al Dahlquist failed
to find the Bottineau name in Quebec genealogical records., One source at

the MHS stated that Pierre's father was a Huegonot clergyman who migrated
from Boston to Manitoba. Despite these areas of doubt in his pedigree, he

is very much connected to the settlement of French-Canadians in Minnesota.

Bottineau, a tall and powerful man with prominent features and black eyes
as sharp as arrowheads, was a very forboding figure.

He was born January 1, 1817 at Rats Point on the Turtle River in what is now
North Dakota. The area was later named Bottineau Point after his father,
Joseph, who was employed by the Northwest Fur Trade Company. Pierre's mother,
"the clear shy woman" was mixed Ojibewa and Dakota; he spoke both languages
along with French and English. (Mention this to your kids the next time

they gripe about studying languages.)

During his formative years, Bottineau rode with the famous guide Antoine
LeCompte who carried mail and messages from Ft. Garry to Ft. Snelling. It

took 2 months to make this treacherous journey and the vicious winters of

the north were indeed a poor asset. Often they went without food. When they
did eat the delicacies ranged from pomican to skunk. One of the posts enroute
to Ft, Snelling was Traverse des Sioux operated by Louis LeBlanc; Bottineau and
LeCompte nearly starved to death trying to find it. Louis, in fact was Louis
Provencalle. But the Sioux called him Skadan which is equivalent to Whitey

in English. It was only logical for the French-Canadians to call him La

Blanc!

Bottineau married Genevieve Larance, daughter of Jean-Baptiste Larence on
December 1, 1836. He was a farmer at the Red River Settlement. Shortly
after the wedding, Pierre would embark upon what would be his most famous
voyage.

To be continued. John England

NEWS FROM ST CLOUD CHAPTER

At our monthly meeting on January 17 we were
entertained and informed by our lumber jack,
John T. Rivard, on the rugged and exciting
life of the early loggers in Minnesota. He
took us back to theearly days over 100 years
ago and portrayed the life of our pioneers.

The St. Cloud Chapter is making plans to

NQUS, LES JOUEURS DE CERTES, MOUS AVONS PARFOIS QUEL- participate in the Water, Wheels and Nings
HOCKEY) BANDONS TOWOURS NoS QUE DIFFICLLTE AVEC LA BAVDE | Festival in St. Cloud in July. A float is
CROSSES AVEC LE PLUS GRAND SO, - — in the works. The Chapter will also par-
[=ee ticipate in the Heritage Day in the Twin

Cities this fall. A Nominating Committee was
o elected to present names for Board mem' :;

election in May.

{
G¥ Delicious crepes were served by the ladies

to round out a delightful evening.
(ql John T. Rivard




NEWS FROM THE HIBBING CHAPTER

OL( Xt general meeting will be held on
February 25. We meet the fourth Monday of
each month.

We wish to thank Al and Pat De La Pointe who
organized our Christmas Pot Luck dinner. It

was well attended by our 18 members and fun

was had by all,

We now have 20 members, so we are growing.
Anyone interested please call Dick Bernard
at 1-800-622-7767 or write Dick at 2014
First Ave. Apt. 6, Hibbing, MN 55746,

Our President, Louts Ritchot, and Prestident
Emeritus, John T. Rivard traveled to Bemidji
on January 11 to meet with the Intermational
Languages Village. While they were royally
entertained by the Village authorities, they
had several meetings to make arrangements,
for the Heritage Day the Societe is planning
for this fall. The Language Village holds
capming weeks every swmmer to inculcate a
la 2ge by immersion in a language. They
have 9 different language camps of Swedigh
Norwegian, French, German and even Chinese
and Russtan.

The Language Village te conducted by
Concordia College of Moorhead. The Village
18 conducting a conference on French in-
fluence in Minnesota thie fall in the Twin
Cities. It will consist of papers given

by outstanding experts on the French ex-
plorers, settlers, authors, jownalists,
politicians, ete. A book will be published.

La Societe and the Village are planning on
having their events together at Riverplace
or gome hotel. The date has not been set,
but middle October or first week in Nov.
seems likely.

Also coming to the Twin Citiee for their
annual meeting at the same event are the
board membere of the Alliance Franoo-
Americaine du Midweet,/President Marie
Miksell of Chicago.

Thr. . different groupe planning an event
this fall should be exciting. Watch these
columns for details.

Submitted by Jokn T. Rivard

N

FRENCH HOLY DAYS AND CUSTOMS

L3 ¥ ¥ 3

LE JOUR DE L'AN

New Year's Day is really the most important feast day in
the French Canadian calendar and tops the list of family social
events . . . The family always gathered at the parriarchal home.
In the moming all the children knele at their father's feer, as
soun s they saw him, for his blessing. [le placed a hand on
each bowed head, making the sign o* the cross while making a
shurt prayer . . . No matter how old, or how long away [rom
home, whether single or married the visiting children or visit-
ing grandchildren tncll for the patriarchial ﬁlcssing as soon as
they entered the “ouse,

Everyone kissed cach other on New Year's Day. The
young men when calling on their sweetheart started by kissing
the grandmeother, the mother, and all the other girls in the fam-
ily so that no one could object when he finally Eincd his sweer-
heart,

I'here was always much visiting on New Ycar's Day with
neighbors and friends calling on cach other. [ also remember
the custom of "Courrir la E/ignc Alle”., Onec man began by
calling on his neighbor and enjoying a glass — or more — of
wine, after which the two of them called ar the home of a
third friend for another glass of wine, and so on until there were
20 or more stopping for the glass of wine. The last visit was
wade 10 the richest man in the neighborhood, as he alone would
have enough glasses and wine to exercise the hospitality,

CADEAUX ET TOURTIERES

Gilts were always exchanged between adults on New Year’s
Day — and the children looked also for gifts, which were sup-
pused to be brought during the night by “Croque-Mitaine” . . .

And of course there was always a tig Hinner 1o end off the
diy . . . the table for the family dinner was festive with the best
dishes, glassware and silver . . . French Canadians were very
fond of goose, stffed and beautifully roasted, with the traditional
“tourtiere a la viande" as a close second. The tourtieres, or
meat pies, made of ground pork with onions and spices with a
rich crust, were baked just before the start of “les fetes™,  Stant-
ing with Christmas Day on to New Year's Day and “Le Jour
des Rois™ (Epiphany, January 6) — a holy day in Canada —
with the Sundays in between, made a lot of holidays for feast-
g, visiting and cclebrating.

Housewives would prepare for the round of entertaining
by baking as many as 30 to 4o tourtieres, 25 dozen doughnuts,
as well as many fruit pies of all kinds, which were frozen and
then warmed up in the oven when needed.  Every household
had a special cupboard built on' the porch just off the kitchen
where the frozen food was kept.

MARDI GRAS

“Les Fetes” was the starr of “Le Carnaval”, each family
receiving their relatives, friends and neighbors in their homes,
the round of festivitics ending with Mardi Gras, which is the day
before Lent begins,  On the evening of Mardi Gras people
would dress in masquerade and go calling on neighbors before
gathering at some home to celebrate until midright,

142 Donalda LaGradeur



0 THE, MINNEAFOLILS GANG - . \\
125 everywhere St. N.E. Enddddddd of Dec. 1984

Twin City of Montreal

Mimmeapolis, M\ 55 4l12

1SA
Deer Whole!

The introduction of this letter is my way of conveying to you that the Spirits (not the Surdyk's ones)
of the Pomepuys are great again despite the departure on the rocks (not the Surdyk's ones) which
sane or all of you witnessed on this memorable January 1984, We want to reassure all of you that

our house was finally sald at the end of Sept. Amen. Now off to more futuristic things....

How to do that? Well let's apologize for not writing to same or all of you but this was purposeful:
we did not want to. Because we had to work like crazy to establish ourselves again here like immi-
grants; tiny house, micro-budget, maxi-expectations, maxi-expenditures with nano-income, nano-time

for everything, maxi-pressures on both the couple of adults and the trio of children, Nevertheless,

I mean, alwaystheless , we SIRVIVED! This letter is liv proof of mind over matter. This is very
true, how many times did we say to one another "Never Mind" or "It does not matter”. You see, in
other words,if you mind your business money does not matter, Follow me? It looks like | have all

the time in the world to write this letter, this is true, that's all the time I have. My right

finger dexterity is so good, I can write this page in 2 hrs with a maximm of letter precision...
Carmelle and T did not want to let 1984 go by without giving you some news about curselves, We have

of course been thinking about you all during the past 10 months.

FFERUARY: The 13th Carmelle is already working; selling advertising space for a brochure of
appearance at major theaters of one of the most famous singers in Quebec. She quits on a Friday in
early April to start working the following Monday for the Quebec equivalent of Business Week, a bus-
iness journal and megazine for the Quebec businessman. She is still employed there, selling advert-
ising space. (She is already in the Space business). She is doing very well. (I don't say she is

doing well because she is my wife, but I say she is my wife because she doing well). She is the bread,
and butter winner of the family, the children are the cookies winners and chocolate whiners. No more
hane schooling, they are with a regular class in a regular schoal with very regular teachers, teaching
at even more regular-than-this-times of the days. English classes for Sacha and Youri, French immer—
sion classes for Stefan. All is well so far. Cammelle is also in school. She is getting a certificate
to pontificate in Marketing (we both talk marketing at bedtime in a language that is more conducive to
arcuse the desires, like any good marketing program). Actually, this is not why she is taking this
course...] was just kidding, you know, once in awhile 1 have those kidding urges. Pardon me. She is
also getting a certificate in Advertising to camplement the other course. This way she will get ahead
up-the-ladder of management faster and become a president before too long. This is a lot for her, as
you know when she gets involved in samething, it is 15K, So, the work at the University, the children,
and the hushand take their toll; she even has more energy than before. 'The humn is a marvelous wonder;
he dies when doing nothing and blooms when working hard, Therefore, Camelle is doing reeeeeceel well,

Gilbert, my own very self, all my own, belonging to self me, my God!? 1 am going crazy, no need to say.

T have established heretofore, my self-inde presidency of FORCE 3 MEDICAL, INC. Now I can say that |

am a self made man; not really, Carmelle made me. FORCE 3 MEDICAL is a distributing company that markets
High Technology top-of-the-line medical products aimed at theCardiologist, the Cardio-vascular surgeon, the
Neuro-surgecn, the Orthopedic surgeon. The long range objective of FORCE 3 MEDICAL is to hecame the
lending Hi-Tech products distributor of Eastern Canada and to have Cammelle as president, while T will be
looking at things like laser products or other worth-while-to produce devices to improve the dying North
American, This within the next 5 years. Well, I had my first sale on May 1; an order for $78.00. I

jumped to the ceiling. Now sales are hovering at the $12,000 per month mark. Of course, for Gil, this

is far From acceptable, but this is a start. It makes me slightly profitable after all expenses paid. |
am overworked, 1 get calls, unsollicited, by companies looking for distributors. 1 started with 4 companies
now T have about 10 or 11. This starts to be too mxch. [ will refuse the next offer, 1 will end up spread-
ing myself too thin and will lack the time to do a good job. My next purchase has to be a smll business

computer,

147%
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We are sorry not to have the time nor the courage to personalize our letter to you. This is why our letter is so lang.
This past—just-happened-experience of starting anew has trigered in us a salutary rejuvenation. Despite the very

d{  -ult ciramstances, the pressures, the time compression, the busyness, the non—socializing, the hard work, we find
a e of serenity, No more shopping, except for food, no more lwary of anything; we feel happier; we feel likeweare
25 again. We have everything to gain and nothing to lose. We both recamend the experience to some or all of you.
Amen,

Dec. 23-Today we are listening to the cassette we recorded at our Christmas Midnight Mass 1983, 1t plunges us into the
depth of gooad mamories in the Twin Cities, We think of you all and are thankful for what you did for us. Thank you
very mch. We are longing for the day when we will be ahle to go to Minneapolis for a visit., We hope to do it in
1986, By then Cammelle and [ should be able to have a responsible person at our employ to give us same free time for

a little vacation. WE WISH YOU A HAPPY 19851
Carmelle & Gilbert

The following letter is from Dick Bernard's '

Father, which you are sure to enjoy: ENTERTAINMENT-SCHEDULE

| For the General Meetings

At the suggestion of my son Dick Bernard,

[ am writing to you at this time. February-Lumber jack presentation by John Rivard

He has seen to it that I have a SUbSCI‘"Dt"Ol‘I Merch_._Square Dancing and Bingo
to Chez Nous. He has given me copies from
time to time and I was interested in reading | April

Quilt exhibition-presentation on the

many of the articles that appeared--not | history of each square of the quilt.
oq‘w the cnes authored by my son--but others |
A 11 May Presentation on the history of La

\ Société by Pierre Girard
The receipe for French Canadian pea soup in '

the latest jssue was something that brought
back many memories particularly of the soup
that my mother made in large quantities
especially in the winter time. She would
divide it up in suitable chunks so that it
only had to be thawed out to furnish a
delicious meal for us. Hot pea soup in the
cold country (North Dakota) was a welcome

treat for all of us (Bernards). AN MEMORIUM

A recent memory of some two years ago at We deeply mourn the recent passing of a fellow
the picnic in St. Paul, I happened to be member of our Society, Adele Milon. Adele wasa
in the area at the time and my son took me very enthusiastic member of the Societies quilt-
to it. I remember the very fine pea soup ing group. Although she was not well for a long
that was prepared by two husky fellows. I time she continued to participate in the Societ-
had a bowl of it and it tasted almost as jes’activities til the end. The Society was
good as what my mother had made years ago. very important in her life and we will miss her.
I told my son that it was the custom that

if you like the food you were to "k1ss the Adele was a cousin to Eva Nelson, another

cook", which I did! member of our Society. Our deepest sympathy

is extended to the entire family.
Keen up the good werk.

We also send our sympathy to the Art LaVigne
v Henry L. Bernard family, ArtL passed away the early part of
January. He was the brother of James LaVigne.

The Society recognizes his passing with sadness.

Ny



Historian
makes
voyageurs
come alive

By Pat Doyle
Staft Writer

They performed feats of strength,
traveled a lot and liked to party
‘alter the senson was over.

They signed (hree-year, no-cut
contructs for $40 a year and never
Ténegotiated. It's hard to find an
ngent in the middie of the
Widerness,

Freach-Canadlan voyageurs were
Ihe athietes of the late 1700s and
early 1800s, toting nearly 200
rou.nds of gear aplece on miles of

wisting portage trails and
maneuvering canoes through
trencherous rapids.

“They would often jump lnto the
river when It was shallow to pull &
¢anoe through rather than poriage
eround 1" sald John Rivard, n
former district manager of the
Minnesota Historical Soclety. "The
waler was icy cold in April and
May and they were wet all day.”

#e voyageurs nre more than
textbook charncters to Rivard. Now
semiretired, he travels the state
performing a ooe-hour show on the
voyegeurs for high schools and
colleges. He also has appeared at
the University of Chicago and

| University of Colorado, The 73-
i year-old Rivard maintains a pace

that would make a voyageur proud,
conducting nearly 100
performances o year,

: He dons a buckskin cost and knait

hat for his performances, displays
axes, furs and lools and describes

" the routes the voyageurs followed

from Montreal and Toronto to
northern Minnesota and elsewhere.

- Most men who became voyageurs

were In their late teens and early
20s, strong, gutsy, unskilled and
unemployed.

« They were Frenchmen who bulll

outposts for Britishowned fur
compunies in Anglo-dominated
Canada and transported supplies
and furs along a kind of natural
interstate waterway,

Voyageurs “tried (o make up for
thelr second-class status by doing
something adventuresome,” Rivard
sald.

They would set out In the spring for

Minneapolis Star and Tribune

Monday
13A.

January 14/1985

Staff Photo by Bruce Bisping

John Rivard, 73, dons a buckskin coat and knit hat for the show he performs for high schools and
colleges on French-Canadian voyageurs, the athletes of the late 1700s.

southwestern Onlario and what is most the farthest,” Rivard said. usually a couple of times a year,
pow Upper Michigan and “they would have a big bash and
Minnesola, using 40-fool canoes on But it wasn't all fun and games, would do a lot of drinking — they
large lakes and 25-foot versions on Voyageurs ate two meals o day, loved to drink rum and ‘high wine,’
smaller lakes and rivers, Six to 14 mostly pork and pea soup. They which was a kind of brandy. They
men paddied In-each canoe, which  sometimes became testy after would Invite Indian girls to dance.”
welghed up to 4 tons when loaded, spending months in the wilderness.
. Nevertheless, Rivard sald,

Although voyageurs typically “Voyngeurs would get angry Il tbey  historians have oversiated the role

carried 180 pounds of packs on
poriages, some ambltious members
of the expedition would carry more
than 250 pounds “to challenge each
other (o see who could carry the

of the voyageurs In “corrupting the
Indlans.” Voyageurs trnded tools
and cooking utensils more often
than liquor (o the Indlans for furs,
he sald.

dldn't get rum on special
occasions,” Rivard sald. “There
were a few cases of murder.”

When they returned (0 an outpost,

Reprinted and submitted by Pat Jacoby
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PIONEER CHAPELS OF THE NORTH-1655-1841

Fort Beanharnois

'__r“HE hope of discovering a river-route to the Pacific Ocean was

fu Imaost an obsession with the early French explorers. Nicollet

hiyetied to find it and falled. Croseilliess and Radisson were lured
Ly t‘;’: will-o-the-wisp further west than any other white man had
penettated. They, (o, fullend o L) wocn destined tn fuil far tha v
obvious reason that thero is no such waterway. Novertheless attempts
continued to be made by the undaunted French teadess. Du Lhut sug-
gested the erection of forts in the country of the Sioux in furtherance
of the project to reach the western sca. Several mules wore proposel
and the Duke of Orleans, Regent of France from 1715 to 1521, was
importuned to anthorize an expedition to bear the Fleurde.lis across
the continent to the Orient.

In 1720 Father Charlevoix, the historian of New France, who was
collecting information for the discovery of the Western Sea, made simi-
lar recommendations after a trip from Quebec to New Orleans: but it
was not until 1728 that King Louis XV authorized Govemor Beauharnois
of Now France to fit out an expedition in charge of 4 commanding officer
and two Jesuit missionaries to cstablish a trading post in the upper
Mississippi valley. On June 8 of that year the Covernor entered into a
contract with the Company of the Siowx which, in retumn for exclusive
tracing rights among the Indians, agreed to erect & stockade with a
chapel and houses for the commanding officer and the missionaries,
supply everything necessary for the cnterprise while the contract lasted,
and not do anything to obstruct the work of christianizing the savages.

Rend Douchard, Sieur de la Perridre, was placed in command and
the Josuit Fathers Michael Cuignus and Nicholas de Conner sceom-
panfed him.! They left Montreal on June 16, 1727, and reached the
western shore of Luke Pepin, opposite Malden Rock in \Wisconsin, on
September 4, whete they built a fort, one hundred {eet square, enclosed
by four rows of wooden posts, twelve fect high, with two bastions.
Within the stockade three Jog buildings, 30, 38 and 25 feet long and 16
feet wide, served as u chapel and residences for the commandant and
the missionaries, It was named Fort Beauhamois in honor of the Gov-
erne o the chapel was dedicated ta St Michael the Archungel, the
pat Father Guignas and of the Governor, The savages assembled
aronife? the past to the number of ane himdred and fifty in ninety huty;
but there is no evidence that n school was conneeted with the missiosn

This was the second chapel built in Minnesota, almost three quarters
of a century after the log structure erected on Prairic Islind by Groseil.
liers and Radisson. On its primitive altar was celebrated the first Mass
saidd fn Minnesota. There is a record that on November 4, 1727, the
feast of St. Charles, patron of Governor Beauhamois, the Holy Sacrifice
was offered up for him, and a displuy of freworks held in his honor to
the great consternation of the Indisns who were terrified at the sight
of the stars falling from heaven as they thought.

The fort was inundated the following spring and had to be evacuated.
Father de Gonner retumed to the East in 1725 and the hostile attitude
of the Sioux caused many of the shareholders of the Company to with-
draw their support.

In Octobes, 1728, Father Guignas und eleven Frenchmen departed for
Canada, were taken prisoners by the Indians and held in eaptivity for
five months during which they were often in danger of being burned
at the stake, but were finally liberated and continued their joumey to
Canada in 1730, Efforts were made to restore the fort and in 1732 #t
was transferred to higher ground with Godedroy de Linctot in commam!
and Father Guignas ar resicdent chapliin, The fort collected and shipped
tens of thousands of beaver pelts annually yntil 1735 (o the home market
and the Company prospered. $t. Pierre succoeded Linctot as commandust
In 1735; but hostility between the Sioux and the Foves finally led to the
abandonment of the fort on May 30, 1737, It was reoceupled in 1730 at
the urgent request of the Marquis de L Jouquire, Governor of New:
France, but was fnally evacuated five venrs later.

As far ns can be ascestained it is probable that the second fort was
railt om the high plateau on which Villa Maria Academy, near Frontenac,
now stands. The school, in charge of the Ursuline Sisters, was dedicated
by A+ Nshop Ireland on September 8, 1891, when the convent chapel
was ! under the proteetion of St. Michuel the Archangel, thus
linkivz With the pioncer chapel in which the first Mass was eclebrated
In thic state,

The Goodhue County Historical Socicty arranged and rurcessiullv

carried iuto effect an appropriate celebration at Frontenae on September |
17, 1927, for the 200th, anniversary of the building of Fort Beauharnois
on the shore of Lake Pepin. The central feature of the program was the
unvelling of a bronze tablet bearing the inscription:

“Near this spot Fort Benuharmols was erected by the French in Sep-

: tember, 1727, Hero also stood the Mission of St. Michael the Archanpel,

the first Christian Chapel in the present boundaries of Minnesota®,

EEEIGEEEG1E

Festival of Nations

to have new look

The 1985 Festival of Nations will have
a new look when it returns to the St,
Paul Civic Center May 3-5. There are
several changes in the lay-out because
of the Civic Center remodeling which is
now complete.

The bazaar will move from the arena's
second level hallway to the basement

area of the Wilkins Auditorium which

should result in less crowding.

The exhibits will move from the Audit-
orium basement to the next floor up,
ad jacent to the Program area.

The program will be staged continuously
this year which will allow more per-
formance time for each group. It
should also end the congestion exper-
ienced during past years in the hall-
ways following each program.

The upstairs and downstairs will be
conveniently connected by moving
escalators,

The Pestival will open an hour earlier
on Friday, 10 a.m., so that the Fest-
ival cen accommodate school groups
more easily.

We are hopeful that these chang?s will
be helpful to guests and participants
alike.
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COURS DE FRANQAIS/FRENCH COURSE

Instructeur/Instructor: Jon Tremblay 780-4547 (HM)
298-0997 (WK)

Quand/When: Wednesday evenings from 7-9 or 7:30-9:30 plus
L hour optional.

(I'd like some feedback regarding the night
and the time chosen here.)

\

Ou/Where: The Party Room of Ramsey Square's building #2710,
located in the northeast corner of the intersection
of County Road C and Dale.

CoGt/Cost: $3,00 per session.

Ce dont vous aurez besoin/What you will need:

un carnet/a notebook

1

2 un stylo ou crayon/a pen or pencil

3 un dictionnaire francais/a French dictionary
4

e
un depliant/a folder

Merrill Lynch
Realty
MPLS. LAKES OFFICE
A S SOCATE O WeST UAKE STREET
MINNEAPQLIS. MN 55418
605
@ gk e

Rehéaume” 54882

HOUSE OF LETTERING, Inc.

screen printing specialists

WORRY
Shirts. Jackets, Patches, Decals, etc.
(S IMAGINATION MISPLACED Ao
2352 Southwey Df Tee (612) 252.7880
St Clowd, MN 582301 {6 2550850

LA SOCIETE CANADIENNE-FRANCAISE meets regularly on the first
Monday of each month at 7:30 in the Parish Hall of St. Louis's
Church at 506 Cedar in St. Paul, MN. LET'S take pride in our
Society, LET'S VOLUNTEER our services and talents, LET'S GROW
e —lq e
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Festival of Nations will soon be upon us.
Louis Ritchot is the general chairman of the
Festival and Pat Jacoby is chairmmn of the
Bozanr, Our exhibition booth will have a
French-Canadian Heritage theme using posters,
furs, slides, and of course THE quilt, The
hours of the Festival is as follows:

May 3—10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

| —11:00 aum 1o 1100 pan

Fay 5—12:00 poon to 8:00 p.n.

Anyore valunteering must be in costume and
you may contact Pat Jacoby if you wish to help
aut in any capacity. Pat's mmber, 483-3%683,

I understand that the entertaiment for May
will be a talk on Beekeeping by Mr, Cheeney,
Also ab this time 1 would like to congratulate
Mr. Cheenoy on the 30 ski runs msle by him

for the starving children of the world and his
winming for the most money pledged wiich was
over 4,000, Mr, Cheeney is 78 years young,
arwl to you | say bless vou for the terrific
Job well done. We nesd more Like you.

les Canadiens Errants have been hired for
Fehiruary of 1986 for the Festival du Voya-
gatr in Winmipeg. At the past Festival in
Felruary of 1985, our President louis Ritchot
was interviesed on the radio in Canady on
behalf of the Society.

e wish to thank Stella laBlane of Little
Falls for her contribution ro the Statue of
ty in the nare of our Société.

| realize it is a little late for wishing all
of you @ happy Easter but our hest goes out

to all of you, FEnjov the sesson.

lerry Forchetts

NEWS FROM HIBBING

The Hibbing Chapter is going strong with a
continuing program on our heritage.

The April program (4/22, 7 p.m.) will include
a tour of the Hibbing Historical Museum at
the Hibbing City Hall.

The May program will be on Fort Williams,
Ontario on a date to be announced.

In June, chapter member, Pat Ciochetto and
family will hest the Range for a St. Jean
Baptiste potluck at her home on Side Lake,
north of Hibbing-on Sunday, June 23. Chapter
members from other parts of Minnesota are
most cordially invited to spend the weekend
on Minnesota's beautiful Iron Range-let us
know if you plan to come.

Several members of the Chapter plan on attend-
ing the Festival of Nations in St. Paul on

May 3-4. La Socibté members with an extra
bedroom are being sought!

For information about La Sociéte, Iron Range
please contact Dick Bernard, 2014 First Ave.,
Hibbing, MN 55746 or call 800-622-7767,
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L'HISIDIRE
Pierre Bottinesu Continued

Farly in 1837 our intrepid ancester left the Red Red River country bound for Fort Snelling
with Martin Mcleod, an Iristmen called Hays and a Polish gentlemsn, PBottinesu served as guide

for the group, and they were equippad with all the necessary winter pear, including snowshoes,

Despite their precautions, the foursame became entangled in a4 lusty late winter blizzard which
literaly blew them off thefr course as a gale does to & ship. Hays and the Folish gentlesn
perished; Bottinemu and Mclean survived, as Lf by a miracle, They sustained themselves by
enting the dogs who had accompanied them and they passed 26 days without sesing anybody tntil
arriving at the lake Traverse post of Joseph R, Brown. Soldiers at Fort Seelling witnessed
their arrival on 17 March 1837,

Bottinems resmined in the vicintiv of the fort and worked as a guide for the American Fur Com-
pany under Sibley, He once remarked that the rival Hudson Bay Campany trested their men "comme
les betes" (Like beasts).

Infortunately, his fur trade connections were of little help in 1B%0 when soldiers evicted the
brave guide, Pig's Eye Parrant, Benjamin Gervais, Vital Guerin and many other French Caadian
and Swiss settlers who had come down from the Red River. They were considersd squatters by
the government and military leaders, The evicrion was mfair to be sure; bt Parrant's boces
emporium was influential in the decision, Soldiers with hengovers in the 1840's were just as
unpopalar with their commnders as they are today,

Bottinesu was forced to locate in St. Rl in 1841, with his brother, Severs, Pierre then
secured property from Ben Gervais that was later known as Baptist Hill, Our friend was
restless—a true voyageur—ahwiys on the move. He settled again in St. Anthony in 1845 swhere
e is considersd a founder of that village and a generous benefactor (o the Roman Catholic
Church,  to be continued

Submitted by Jotn England

LA SORTILEGE by Dick Bergnard
It was like deja vue for me on February 28,

[ was in Orlando, Florida for a meeting and
two of us took an afternoan to visit EPCOT.
(a fantastic tour for those who have wonder-—
ed,..). Near the end of the afternoon we
walked to the portion of EPCOT which features
pavilions of various countries. As we enter-
ed, there was this tapping music 1 half re-
cognized. Sure enough, there they wers

Les Sortilege, the folk group from Montreal
that had entertained us in St. Paul in the
spring of 83.

They apparently were featured entertainment
at EPCOT during the entire month of February

If it falls your lot to be a street I am glad that 1 was there when they were!

sweeper, sweep streets as Michelangelo
carved marble,
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Masterpiece painted in the wilderness

Painting by three artists in small church north of Quebec City

Three artists, James Hansen, Myriam
Laplante and Claude Simard, have crealoq
a 372-square-mefre painting n & amak
Quebec community with a population of
about 1 000. A painting of this size is rarely
displayed In such a small town

Larouche, which is Mr. Simard's home
town. lies off the main highway, soutfrwes!
of Lac St. Jean and 150 kllometres north
of Quebec City. North of Lac St Jean s
1 800 Wiometres of wildermess

The work covers all the walla of the chureh
ol St. Gerald-Magella, 8 modam buiding,
designed by the Quebec archilect Chares
Tremblay. The centre of the root s stratched
lika a tent betweaen high reclanguis windows
at the north and south ends. Four curving
triangles form the walls, each arching up
ward from a height of 2.7 melres at the
side entrances to over 7.6 melres where
the two windows meet the roo!

Stories from the Bible
The painting. on canvas, depiats the nistony
of the Bible from creation to apocalypse

Adam and Eve and the fall of the Tower
ol Babel appear just Inside the church
entrance and, the stairway lo heaven s
a Yer of figures, los! souls siriving towards
the angeis halflway up. The passion of
Chnist moves along the nght hand wall beside
the altar, and on the left the lour horsemen
of the apocalypse race towards the high
window at the back

For the artista, the painting was e
culmination of a seres of huge collabora-
tive paintings they had done in New York,
Provincelown, and Montreal. |t represents

{

a year of planning and a month ol work

The painting has created a great deal
of nterest and support among the residents
ol Larouche who came out to celebrate
its completion. Initinlly considared ks a lem-
pocary instuflation, the painting has become
somathing tnay want 1o keap and the whole
community & working to rase the $125 000
10 pay ‘or the work of an

According o the parish priest, Father
lsadore Talllan, “elderly people are coming
to sea this work. Tney know the Bible and
when they find the stonas on the wal they're
amazed || s a painting that speaks to them
directly, and they bring their grandchildren
hera (o sen the history of their religion in a
form they can easily undgerstand”

Gallery ownar Samuel Lallouz and
financial consultan! Georges Vezina, both
ol Montreal, backed the church project
by he tlwes artists after sesing thelr
collaboralive painting called Trilemna

Mr. Lallouz ano Mr. Vezina set up a
fmal projec!, & chance o see the artists
work Mrsthand, in Montreal, during the last
two weeks of August. The result was thelr
first kwge coliaboration on canvas, o painting
that covers the downstairs walls of the
Samuet Lallouz Gallery

The work 15 a blend of the styles of
three painters whe share a number of com-
mon concems. It & figumbive, primitive, emo-
tlonal, and direct The holy, pre-renaissance
cast to Mr. Simard's figures plends with
Mr Hansen s intarest n medieval and Afncan
g, and Ms Laplante's figwres that are
reminiscent of Bosch or Munch

{Condensed from an article by lan Faniar,)

1% 2



LA SOCIETE CANADIENNE-FRANCAISE
Treasurer's Annual Report 1984

Balance January 1, 1984

Checking Account $986,77
Savings Account -0-

INCOME

Chapter Fees, St, Cloud 55,60
Hibbing 17.00

Donations 156,00

Member dues 705.00

Sales 1,117.00

Misc. 4,64

Interest o?o?xzi?azoﬂﬁ 41,14 ,
+2,096.38

3,083.15

EXPENSE

AFAM dues 100,00

Les Francaise/Calendars 275.00

Meetings 339.94

Picnic 61.50

Postage/Printing 646,93

Christmas Party 127.87

Miscellaneous * 879,93

TOTAL EXPENSE -2,431,17

Balance December 31, 1984

Checking Account 246 .84
Savings Account 405,14
$651,98

Respectfully submitted,

/’774? 22t éfkﬂze4{;qqu1;;¢4)

Treasurer

*Includes:
Printing Notre Manuel §257.

Advance to Canadiens Errants for tapes $500,

JOHN T. RIVARD
RR. 2 North River Road
St, Cloud, Minnesota 56301
(612) 253-2199

CHEZ NOIS
NOUVELLES de ST CLOUD

A Joint meeting of thw Sons of Norway Lodge of St
Clowd and La bocidre of 5t Cloud was held at the VIW
elub rooms in 5t Cloud on Harch 19th. The meeting
was a grand success of comradeship and unity.

The meeting was introduced by the Sons of Norway
naving a short seeting. Then President John Lanplals
introduced, and he gave a short backpround of our
chapser, Langlais then introduced our officlal voyageur,
John T, Rivard, vho pave his ususl rousing display
of sonps, trade poods, furs and arcifacts. The Sons and
Daughters of Norway were duly impressed at the significant
contriburion the French-Canadians gave to Minnesota
history and culture,

Jonhn and Norma Langlais had prepared three large
pots of steaming pea soup which they served to the
group of abour 200, Many of the Norway group wvere
dressed in traditional costume, Several of the men and
women of Lu sociétd were also in costume. It was a
colorful evening of friendship and mutual concern for
ethnic root 8 and tradition,

The 5t Cloud Chapter plans on nore of these group’
meerines with different ethnic organizations. Such
meerings give justifiable pride to our program and

inapire vach proup to continue pyv thelr projects,
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Louis Riel, the Father of Manitobs, was born

in St. Boniface on Ocober 22, 1844, Bishop
Tache sent him to study at the College of

des Sulpiclens, in Montreal. He returned in
1869, a few years after his father's death,

ant settled in St, Vital. At that time, the
Hudson Bay Company had transferred the terr-
itorial rights of the Red River Settlement to
Canada without consulting the hHabitants of the
land. The Métis who wished to preserve their
rights founded a Provisionnl Government and
elected Riel as {t's President, Under his able
leadership, the Manitoba Act was signed in 1870,
Manitoba became a province of Canadas and the
Métis' rights were assured. In 1885, Riel lead
th= North West Rebellion, but was defeated at
Batoche. Accused of high treason, he was hung
in Regine on November 16, 1885. His body was
taken to St. Boniface where the funeral Mass
wis said in the Cathedral and presided by Bishop
Taché, In the evening, the coffin was incor-
porated into & cement block and buried in the
cemetery of St, Boniface Cathedral., The follow-
Ang words of Louis Riel are inscribed on the

[ aument:
“i

“Yes, | have done my duty. During my life
| have aimed at practical results. | hope
that after my death my spirit will bring
practical results. All that | have done and
risked, and to which | have exposed
myself, rested certainly on the conviction
! that | was called upon to do something for
my country... | know that through the
grace of God | am the founder of

1 Manitoba.”

BACKGROUND

By winning the 7 years war, (1756-63), Great Britain gained
sovereignty over all the narthern half of North America, in
addition to the 13 colonies she had long controlled on the
Atlantic seacoast.

When these thirteen colonies had become independent in 1776,
this northern half of the continent alone remined under the
Beitish crown.

i 1867, the colonies of Canada emst and west, Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick bound themselves together in a confeder—
ation which they named the Dominion of Canada.

. )

15

In 187, this new confederntion bought a vast terr-
itory within Brivish North Americs noun as Rupert's
Land, from the Hudson Boy Company for 3000,000 1bs,

At the very heart of Rupert's land lay & tiny ares
called the Colony of Assinibois, The center of this
colony lay at the "forks", wvhere the waters of the
Rax] and Assiniboine Rivers meet.

By the late 1560's the population mmbersd about
11,000 people, in all, Thes looked upon thenselves
as a distinct well organized commmity—which they
were—under the British Crown.

Neither the British govermment por the Governmeat of
Canxlit— nor the  Hudson fuy Comany Itself for that
it ter—had made any efforts to consult with the
infvibitents of Assinibols arranging to have their
colony transferrad to the jurisdictidn of Canada,
Thus, when they heard nmours of what sas about to
happen to them, the people of the Red River hecame tho-
roughly aiamed. It seamed to them that, if they wese
to beeame "Camdians, they ought to be given an
opprtunity to do-so on their own terms.

THE MAN

Louis Riel was bom Ootober 22, 1844, near the "Forks"
and baptized at S, Boniface Cathedral,

Louis was the eldest of a family of nine, four boys
and five girls, At the age of 14 Bishop Tachd of
St. Boniface selected hin, along with thres other
local lads, for & higher educaition in the East, He
almost completed his course; bot when news reached
him in 1564 of his father's desth, he lost interest
in college, and dropped out and went to live with his
uncle and paternal sunt.

Jobs were difficult to find, the attitudes of
Montrenlers were hand to understand., By the time he
drifted back to the "Forks" via the hited States in
1868, after the sheence of ten years, louis was oo
vinced that Canadians were "different” from the pecple
of the Red River, that their valuescale was foreign
to the one by means of which he had been raised.

, he was alarmed like the other inhabitants of
the colony when he heard of the tuke-over, by Canada,
that was about to take place,

Continued on the following page
[$2—



THE [RAMA

In Assiniboia, people of different origins and different
religions lived in clese hamony and goodwill; close family
and social ties bound them together, The hudson Bay
Cempany, which for the pest &) years or 50 had ruled

over Assiniboia and bad long ruled, insofar as thers was
any ruler, all the lands drained by rivers floving into
the Huedeon Bay, =5 a grest comercial enterprise. Though
well equipped to cope with a large fur trading empire, it
hexl proved—as the population incressed in the Red and
Asginiboine Vallevs—tisit a fur trading company couli
Mt oAntinue to control people’s Lives.

Everyone recognized this fact and everyone was rsady [o
consider change. Upon the urgings of (ntario, Cannda pre-
parad to take the Company's place. More and more Cana-
dians from Ontario arrived in the West, awaiting what they
telieved to be the inevitable, Aggressive in charmacter,
sinceraly attached to their own way of life and their own
way of doing things, they besan insisting on a voice in
the povernment of this colany in which they had chosen to
live,

Most people in Assiniboia made their living by farming,
lemting, trapping, fur trading amd fishing,

The Métis formed the largest group in the colony. Fach
year they organzied expeditions to hunt the buffalo on
the plains, Buffalo meat, fresh or driad, was daily fare;
buffalo skins and sinews were to them almost like cloth
and thread,

khen not cut on the nt ar employed by the fur trade, the
Metis lived in settlements along the Red River, south of
the Assiniboine and along the Assiniboine. The site of
these were selectad =0 as to be close to water, A smll
plot of Land would be cultivated, mostly potatoes were
grown, and o larger area behind it was set aside to pro-
vide hay for the horses, Along the river bank, there was
sufficient wood for fire and for the construction and

the repair of the Red River Carts.

To be contimed

M
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TARTE AU SUCRE

1/2 tsp. baking soda
-} cups maple syrup
Il cup flour

I cup brown sugar
1/2 cup butter
Favorite pie crust

Line 9 inch pie tin with crust. Mix baking soda
with maple syrup, stir til soda is dissolved.
Pour into shell. Mix togerher with fingers,
flour, brown sugar and burter to obtain gran-
ulgted consistency. Pour over syrup. Bake 30
Min. 350 degrees,

TARTE AU SUCRE No. 2

I cup maple syrup, 1/2 cup water, yolks of 2
eggs, 2 tablespoons flour dissolved in small
amount of water. Cook in double boiler til
thick., Pour into baked shell and top with
meringue from the 2 egg whites or whipped cream.

fA< Merrill Lynch

MPLS LAKES OFF (CE

2672 WEST Laxh STREET
LA AP L M 33T

PIEARRE GIRARD
SALES ASSOCIATE

920-5805
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LA SOCIETE CANADIENNE-FRANCAISE meet regularly on the first
Monday of each month at 7:30 in the Parish Hall of St. Louis's

Cnur’chlat 506 Cedar in St. Paul, MN. LET'S take pride in our
Societe, LET'S VOLUNTEER our services and talents, LET'S GROW.
5%
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PARAGE !

The CHEZ NOUS starting this month is the project of 3 new editor
—Jon Tremblay. Due to the Board of Dirsctor's recent decision to
change the CHEZ NOUS from & semi-monthly to a definite monthly publi-
cation, Jerry Forchette is unfortunately no longer able to continue as
editor. We wish to thank Jerry for all her hard work, creativity. and
dedication to our little newsletter. Merci beaucoup Jerry!'

DES_DATES_IMPORTANTES A SE_SOUVENIR/SOME IMPORTANT DATES_TO_REMEMBER

1 Next general membership meeting: Jure 3rd at 7:30 PM at St. Louis
Catholic Church in St. Paul. (NO PROGRAM, ELECTIONS TONIGHT)

2 Next board meeting: June 12th at 7:3@ PM, ir the party room of
building #2712 of Ramsey Square Condos, located at 271@ N. Dale,
Roseville, MN S5113. ANY MEMBER IS WELCOMED!

3 Statue of Liberty Fund: As of taday (5/5/85) we have collected
only %$39. Q. Members of all chapters please have vour donations
in by NO later than JUNE &th to: Magi Charbonneau, 2708 Shawnee
Lane, Burnsville, MN S5337.

4 Pea Soup Days Parade: Sommerset, WI on Sunday June 1&6th.
Interested? Contact: Monsieur Ralph Sermain at 433-7087.
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S LE GRAND PIGQUE-NIBRIIE DYETE/THE RIG SUMMER PICNIC:
Sunday June Z3rd from 1E:3Q to &:Q@ OM, at Theompson _ake Bark
(Behind Brady High School), Dut of downtown S3t. Paul take the
Lafayette Bridpe (Highway 3) south to the Butler Ave. exit, turn
right onto Butler, go west approximately & blocks, the park will ne
on the left side, *NOTE* As previcusly stated at the May meeting
the picnic will NOT be a potluck due to the varied times that
oecple come and go. Bring for your cwn. Only pea soup wil! e
provided by the Societe. (Unfortunately only 2.2 alcohol
allowed) For more information coritact: George LaBrosse at 455-
2128. COME ONE COME ALL!'!

B Aguatermial: There will be sign-up sheets at the next membership
meeting. Help will be rneeded to make the flcat. Come and be
prepared to valunteer yoaurself.

7 Heritage Days at Riverplace: September 28th & 23th. Bet involved!

_ELECTIONS_ 1385

According to the rules of the constitution, this year 8 new board
members will be elected. The following names have beern submitted by
the nominating committee for positions on the Board of Directors.

MAGI_CHARBONNEAU Born and raised in Minneapolis. Retired as Admini-
strative Officer after 38 years at the Farmers and Mechanics Savings
Bank. Married to Alan Charbormeau of French Canadian ancestry. She
has enjoyed the service as treasurer of the Societe for the past 3
yEAPS,

JEAN _CROTEAU Born in 1919 on a farm near the French speaking communi-
ty of Dayton, MN. Education in Northeast Mirmeapolis schools irn—
cluding: Notre Dame de Lourdes and Edison High School. Graduated from
St. Thomas College. Served in the US Sth Army, 12th Air Force & 1Sth
Rir Force in North Africa and Italy during WWII. Retired from the
Pillsbury Company in 1381 after 29 years of service. Family of one
son, and two grandaughters. Widower since 1981. Jean is a longtime
member of the Societe.

DAN_GENDREAU Thirty eight years old, the son of a French Canadian
immigrant and an English, Scotch, Irish mother. Married 19 years to
wife Bev. He has 4 children ranging in age from 14 to 18. He works
as an Electrical Engineer for the Thiele Engineering Co. of Edina. He
ernjoys amateur radio, genealogy and music. He has been a member of
the Societe for 2 years. Dan is a valuable member of “Les Canadiens

Errants" as their guitarist.

GEORGE LaBROSSE Married, father of 3 girls, member of the Societe
since its begirning. He has worked on the Membership Committee for
two years before which he was chairman of the Historical Committee.
George would like to see more out-of-state people involved with the
Societe as well as making it better known to the public here.

LOUIS RITCHOT Born and raised in St—-Boniface, Manitoba. He and his
family moved £o Minneapolis in 1967. He is married and the father of
2 airls and 1 boy. French is his first language, both parernts being

Fremnch Canadian. Louwis works as an Electrical Engineer owning his own

BUSINESs. He las served as our Scociete president this past year.
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MARTON SIRVIT Baorpn anet ratssd in Martheast Mivrmeapolis of French Cana-
dian Darents. Marciad., Macaog Msas 5 children and nine grandcohiildeen.
H CT3crTer memye WF Lhe Soaciste, she has beern active 1n tihie organiza-

“he @sneciallv genealoogy.

PAT STEGBRUER Born and raised in St. Paul. She 1= the arganist at
Our Ladv of Lourdes Catholic Church in Minneapolils and has been the
directrice of our s=inoing group, "Les Canadiens Errants” for the past

WO years.

MARIE TREPANIER Born in Iron Mountain, MI and railsed in Minneapolis.
She has worked as a registered rurse for 18 years. She 1s active in
the singing group and has been the chairman of the Cultural Educatior—

al Committee for 2 years.

Nominations will be invited from the floor, however, persons nominated
should have been approached beforehand as to their willingress to
serve.  The remaining board members will be serving for one more year.
This is dore to give continuity to the organization.

UN MESSAGE IMPORTANT/AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE

Logically speaking, one Joins an organization such as our Societe
for several reasons: fellowship, a common heritage, perhaps singing
and dancing, sharing ideas and stories, and maybe even language. A1l
of the above menticned usually and normally mean "INVOLVEMENT"! There
would rnot be a Societe without active, involved members.

Are you presently a healthy, perfectly capable, yet inactive mem-
ber sitting on your “derriere" at home receiving your CHEZ NOUS every
ather month while a small harndful of conscientious and dedicated mem—
bers bear the burden and responsibility of keeping this organization
afloat?!'?!

THE SOCIETE NEEDS YOU!!
PENSEZ-Y.

Anvone interested in taking over the Sales Committee from Pat Jacoby?
Pat has dore a great job and has served his time well. We sincerely
wart ta thank him for his efforts and dedication. If you are interest-
ed in this area, get in touch with Pat at: 488-3683.

We (The Board) are looking for someone to do a membership drive.
Interested? Contact one of the board members. Merci!

FESTIVRL OF NATIONS 1986: (It's not too early,...really!') For
information contact: Mademoiselle Sera Byrre at 224-2636.

*NOTE DE L'EDITEUR* [ want to publicly thank Louis and Darren Ritcho*

for the use of their company's computer to help organize and compose

the Chez Nous as well as the Societe’s address and telephone rumber

lists, Vive les ordinateurs!

*Notes There will bes a general membership mesting on Monday, August
Sth gue to our involvement in Heritage Days at Riverplace.

_ b
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INFORMATIONS IMPORTANTES/IMPORTANT TIDEITS

Authentic, custom made, traditional, French Canadian costumes con-
tact: Wendy RAstlund (Ritchot) at 757-7231.

French Classes, translations, litterature contact: Sr. Ella
Germain at 690-3635 or Jon Tremblay at 731-3767.

“Les Canadiens Errants' The Scciete's semi-professional singing
group. Information, tryouts contact: Pat Stegbauer at 484-2384.

Cultural Educational Committee contact: Marie Trepanier at483-
4356.

CHEZ NOUS DEADLINE: The 1@th of each month. Anyone is welcomed
to submit material for publication. All material MUST be neat-
ly printed or typed; nothing else will be accepted. Thank you.

A Final Concern: Are you receiving your copy of the Chez Nous without

any problems? Is your address correct? Are you re-—
ceiving more than one copy? Do you no longer wish
to receive the CHEZ NOUS? Comments or concerns con-—
tact: Jon Tremblay at 731-3767.

ANY QUESTONS CONCERNING THIS ISSUE OF THE CHEZ NOUS SHOULD BE DIRECTED

TO:

Jon Tremblay, £360@ 1@th St. N. Apt. 110, Oakdale, MN S5113
Tel: 731-3767 (Don’t be afraid to leave a message on the machine
Merci)

(57



‘La Buctére Canadienne-Ftan;aiae
4655 University Avenue N.E,
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55421

Non Prolil Org
US Posisge -

PAID 19
Parmit No
Minngapolis. MN

r

o'?
g

{5y Chez nous

JULY=AUGUST

1985

*
°"mml

la soclete canaokenne-francaise

YOL.6 NO6

EDITORTAL

Since 1 was not given the opportunity

to put out a final Chez Nous, I am

putting out this small edition on my

own in order that you who attend this

meeting may read the finish to the

Louis Kiel article and also the ending
John England,s story.

My intention was to resign from the
editing of the Chez Nous after the June
edition, as the Board decided to go with
a monthly flyer and to cancel out the
Chez Nous as we now know it. However,
Jon Trombley jumped the gun so to speak
and declared himself editor with the
edition of the flyer so then he felt
that in order that the membership not
be confused that the June issue of the
Chez Nous be eliminated completely.

With my work schedule as it
I could not do
paper. My
of yvou
Chez

is, 1 feel
justice to a monthly
intention was to thank all
who helped in any way with the
Nous in the past, so am doing so
now, with special thanks to John Rivard,
LeRov DuBois who did a great job with
the mailing and John England who was
alwavs ready with pen in hand to en-
lighten us with a bit of history. Merci
to all,

Jerry Forchette

DON'T FORGET: the State Championship
FIDDLE CONTEST, Cotton, August 23-24

PEA SOUP DAYS-SOMERSET

On June 16 a. group of La Societe
members left for Somerset to march in
the parade and to sing in the festival.
Much to our delight our group won first
prize in the Novelty division. A1l were
in costumes and a fun time was had by
everyone.

The colorful Métis family of Ted Drake,
all 3 generations, attended in costume
and so very beautiful to see.

Med LaFond allowed us to use his canoe
in the parade; the soup was great; all
in all a wonderful summer day spent with
friends.

Sera Byrne

A parting shot

Nothing 15 more reasonable and
good manners., —-
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ARTICLE FOR THE .JULY "CHEZ NOus" by Dick Bernard

Considering a long weekend this summer?
Thunder Bay - Grand Portage.

.om the Cities it's about a 5 hour trip to Grand Portage, at the Minnesota-Ontario line
on Lake Superior.
Grand Portage...a major Voyageur gathering place in the early days of Minnesota. At
Grand Portage there is a reconstructed Fort, lodge, the Grand Portage Inn.
Got a little extra time?
Take the boat from Grand Portage to Isle Royale (the "eye" in Lake Superior). Isle
Royale is a true wilderness area featured in the April, 1985, National Geographic. It's
a short trip. Some people go just for the ride; many camp for several days on the island.

Headlng north and east from Grand Portage is Thunder Bay, Ontario-at 40 miles north only
a "hop, skip and jump" from the border. Thunder Bay is one of Canada's truly great ports.
There is a great deal to do and to see in Thunder Bay: Old Fort William is a marvelous
reconstruction of an old British trading post; the harbor tour is superb; the amethyst
mines east of the City are worth the trip all by themselves; the Terry Fox Memorial. All
of these, not to mention fantastic wilderness parks.

On second thought, you could e3511y spend a week. But a long weekend would get you the

More information?
Send a self-addressed,

Hibbing, MN 55746
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Compliments of Guindon Cartoons
Submitted by Jerry Forchette

""Idiot! | told you to hire a crew of voyageurs!''
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LOUTS RIEL--CONTINUED

my\asahwttohetalmaayfxunthan.

sidents in the colony, (If he hoped to
with his views, he must broaden his political base),
Heisandaproclmdminvitingmepaﬁ_s‘m.&o-
testant and Catholic ofAssinihuiatodnosechEpt&
and send them to a convention. The purpose of which
huﬂdbetodrauupalistofrig‘\tstlntoaﬂdhe
presented to the Canadian Goverrment for consideration.
AN theperishesrspmdedmdmedelegatsnetm
nher 16; b.llﬂ‘e)Rie]mgg(stedﬂBlﬂtyetup
& provisional government to replace the moribund
Council of Assiniboia, miny of them declared that they
had not the suthority to meke such a decision. Con-
sequently, the meeting adjourne! to allow the dele-
gaLes an opportunity to consult with their people on

this matter, “o

JL‘

-Jmt.ltcmvmtimmaaainmbacanberl.kielagnn
faﬂadtoobtainfmthedelegat_esmunmsm
foar a provisional government, This was the date the

affi ‘trarsferof&:pat's]mﬂto(hmdalndbem
expe. . to take place, l‘hnyoftl’eddegatesfemul
ﬂnt(ifﬂttzmmferradacmanyhemmde.m&-

gland or in Cenada) it would be a tressorable act to

estahlish & provisional government now. Once again,

uemvmtimappeamdtobemnbletoammphshm)-
crete results, in this regard.

A few days later Riel and his
faceofmattaxptbythe(‘amdimpm-tytoseizepam
mptmedabwtfortyum:bemimhdingthehﬂersuﬂ
inu'isimedt}minl?m't&n-y; then, still without the
mesoamofﬂnemwmtim.ﬂweypmdaimda
uwisiaalmmmt.of\hid:lﬁeliasappaintai

Métis followers, in the

cateﬂnpop.alat:imarﬂtohﬁngittoaooeptm—
ation. Qleoftlm.&naldA.&dth.mofﬁcialof
theCamxy.mappmredtoheanmfulin\lﬁtmn
away Riel's support. In aorder to bring the situation
inmﬂnopm.kielcmvmedametingfor.hnmyw.
lm.tohem'ﬂ'leproposalsbrmghtbyhthmbel’alf
of r* Canadian government. As this meeting continued
thr t.har.dayarﬂﬂlenext(mtdoors). it became
obvious that Canada had y good intentions
tuardsRedRiver.RielmvedttatacmvmtimafloO
delegates, twenty French-spealdng and twenty English-
sp@dngbecalledtodrawupsnhalistofsx:hright
which would then form a basis for future negotiations,
'Dremtim\sasadoptedmmespot.

A\ﬁd(laters&imsbegananddismssimmare—
vised list proceeded in eamest. Riel obtained the
delegates approval for a provisional govermment
representative of the colony as a whole, with himself
as President. It included Métis, Half-breeds and a
few members of the Council of Assiniboia, Three men—
Father Ritchot, Judge Black and Alfred Scott—were
named to proceed to Ottawa to present the list of right
to the government there,

Asfortkeprimtakenthepmviaslbcewer. they
were to be released immediately if they pramised to
abide the provisional government and not interfere
further with affairs of the Red River. Among them was
Thames Scott, & young man fram Ontario.

Al immediately after being released and not ad-

he. ¢ to their pramise, Scott and several others of
the: Canadian party began again organizing support to
overtum the provisional govermment, On February 16,
alang with about 4 others, Scott wae taken prisoner
for the sacond tim:, shortly after 2 deathe had occurre
because of their activities,



fter attempting to escape he was brought befare a court,
onvened as was the custam during the buffalo hunt, to try

um. All 7 members of this body found him guilty of de-
‘ying the suthority of the provisional government, of

Agh* " ¢ with his guards and insulting the President

of © ovisional goverrment. Five voted in favor of the |
leath penalty while two thought exile sufficient punish- |
ent, hmdaym!}arthé.he\asdntbyaﬁdm '
xquad commanded by Andre Nault.

[n any case, on March 24 the three delegates left for
Xtawa to negotiate terms of entry into Confederation with
3ir John A. MacDonald and Sir Georges E. Cartier, the
representatives of the Canadian government, The new act
provided among other things, for land to be set eside

to enswer Metis clains to their ancestral soil; for the ’
use of the father tongues, English end French, in the
legislature and the courts; and for the crestion of
Manitoba as a province with its own elected legislature,

e right of all British subjects.

At the beginming of May, Sir John A, MacDonald, the
Canadian Prime Minister, had said in the House of Coamons:
"About the name for the province...the Indian languages

of that section of the contry give us a choice...the
province which is to be arganized shall be called Manitoba.
I suppose, therefore, there will be no objection to the
name that has been fixed upon...and is an old Indian
name, meaning the God who speaks—The Speaking God". On
July 15, Manitobs was proclaimed the first new province
to r Confederation,

PEOPLE TRIP NOT ON MOUNTAINS
BUT STUMBLE ON STONES
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NEWS FROM L'ALLIANCEZ PRANCO-ANERICAINE DU MIDW2EST

Six new Franco-American organizations were formed in 1984:
1. L'Assemblée Frangaise de Grande Fourche, North Dakota
2. L'Association des Frangais du Nord, Red Lake Palls

3. Le Cercle PFrangais de Northeastern Ohio et West
Pennsylvania

Le Groupe Assimine, La Vieille Mine, Missouri
5. La Société Canadienne-PFrangaise du Iron R;;EET‘_‘T:::::D
Hibbing, Minnesota

6. French-Canadian Society of the Kankakee Valley,
Kankakee, Illinois.

LBA R 2 2 8 2 2 8 % 2.

AFAN celebrated its lst anniversary on March 16, 1985,

Results of the election which took place
April lst:

John Rivard, St. Cloud, Minnesota - President
Charles Beaudet, Detroit - Vice-President
Colette Royall, St. Louis, Secretary

Mzrie-Reine Nikesell, Chicago, General Secretary

Congratulations to all, in particular to John Rivard,
our own former President and Founder of La Société
Canadienne-Frangaise du Minnesota. We are very proud of you!

LE S S S 2 SRR EREE T

PRAIRIE DU CEIEN, WISCONSIN - TRICENTENNIAL

The community of Prairie du Chien, named
by the Prench in honor of an Indien Chief -
called Alim (which means dog) is celebrat-
ing its Tricentennial this year, Many
events have taken place already but the
next BIG event, open to the public, will
téke place on Aug.l0th. The French-Cana-
dian day will feature various activities
end food, including roasted pig; elso,

entertainment by Franco-Americans of the
Midwest.

Translated and submitted by
Lucille Ingram
[ b2



FROM OUR CHAPTERS

The Twin Cities chapter of LaSociete has
had several activities during the summer.

# during the Minneapolis Aquatennial,
the group had a new float in both parades;
Pierre Girard and Louis Ritchot performed at
opening ceremonies; the singing group sang
at four different Aquatennial functions.

* La Societe received the first place
novelty award at Somerset's Pea Soup Days
parade in June.

% the quilters were extended a well de-
served "thank you" for sewing the banners
that were used In the Aquatennial parade.
Their superb quilt depicting our culture
was displayed at the State Fair.

* while the June picnic was not well
attended this year plans are to build more
interest for next year.

The French Canadian Society of Central
Minnesota at St. Cloud participated in the
big Water, Wings and Wheels Festival in
July. President Floyd Desmarais and his
faithful voyageurs prepared a float with
a voyvageur theme: a canoe packed with furs
and paddled by members dressed in costume.

The chapter held elections this summer
and the following were elected:

President: Floyd Desmarais; vice-
president: Jerry Lavoi; secretary:
Gloria Ebacher; treasurer: George

LaDouceur.

Other members of the Board of Directors
are: John Langlais, Julian Plante, Diane
Olson, Judy Antil, Irene Mavis and Mona
Nied.

OQur president and wife, Bernice, enjoyed
an educational and enjoyable trip to New
England this summer.

Qur president-emeritus, John Rivard and
wife, Jeanne, made an extended trip to the
Pacific Rim including Japan, China, Thai-
land, Singapore, Bali and Hongkong. The
far east countries are very different in
every respect from America. They are
trying mightely to progress and, at the

I'ne 23 member Range chapter of LaSociete
has had a busy and enjoyable summer. 7‘5

The Club held a picnic on the eve of
St. Jean Baptiste Day on June 23, and 25
people attended. Pat and Pete Ciochetto
hosted the picnic, which featured more ti
enough superb food and "just right'" con-
viviality. Henry Bernard from San Benito
TX was a special guest.

On July 28, nine Club members 'paddled"

a Voyageur canoe in Hibbings 0ld Fashioned
Day Parade. The canoce (and its occupants)
were warnly received by the large crowd.
Many thanks to Club president Ken Nault
and sons for the superb replica of the
Canoe.

On September 9, eight Club members start-
ed a basic class in French, led by Quebec
native Pat Ciochetto. The first objective
is to learn enough French so that we can
sing and not starve to death while in
Quebec!

Our firsc program, on September 23, was
the film "Canada Today" which was supplied
by the Canadian Consulate.

Another Canada film, "Gastronomie', will
be the basis of the October 28 program.
This film is about the autumn banquet of
Le Club Prosper Montagne at Hotel La Sapin-
iere in the Laurentians. Members are asked
to bring French-Canadian recipes to this
meeting.

The November 25 meeting will be devoted
to the singing of Voyageur songs.

More information? Club president is
Ken Naulcr, Star Rte 2 Box 332A Hibbing MN
55746. Phone: 218-254-2312.

& )z 22577 PaR- @ | JE NE VEUX PAS QUBLIER SON
FOI5 2VENLE LA Y | VISAGE, MAIS Si JE NE LOUBLIE
WUIT 5T JE PENSE H
A CETTE PETITE _

FILLE ROUSSE... &

same time, keep their traditions and
customs of past centuries alive. John is
preparing a slide show entitled: "The

Exotic Pacific Rim".

submitted by: John Rivard

WANTED: Short articles in French, with

a separate accompanying English translation.
It is hoped that such articles in Chez Nous
will give those of us who do not speak/read

COMMENT 2Ui5-J2 MZ SOUVENIR DU | | CEST PIRE QUUN REFRAIN DE
VISAGE QUE JE NE PELX AAS QUBLIER ] | CHANSON FOLKLORIQUE |
o /'-.——T‘Tt
— e {1 I
11 | —== | v
e .’ ,I, .7.’ L

French the opportunity to try a little

chance to do some translation.
‘._.

— I
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Voyageur

In order to travel in the spirit of the
Vovageur, you should be dressed like one.
~Vovageur clothing was colorful, practical

d comfortable., Their costume consisted of
Light, but tightly woven cotton pants, a
billowy shirt in calico or other cotton
print, and a long woven sash that provided
support to the abdomen. The clothing was
cotton because it would dry quickly, and
loose fitting for freedom of movement and to
keep mosquitoes away from the skin.

Below you will see a basic outline of the
voyageur shirt. Simple enough to sew your-
self, make it long (the sash around your
waist will make it shorter) and wide enough
for easy paddling. What looks like fringe

in the drawing is really just gathers in
the cloth.

)

For pants, any light cotton work pants
will do. Blue jeans are not good on the
trail as they take a long time to dry and
are heavy. Pants should be loose fitting.

The sash is a brightly colored strip of

woven material approximately six feet long and

and six to eight inches wide, with long
fringes on the ends. Weave your own or im-
provise from some woven material. A

weaver In Ely MN (Nancy Seliskar, S.R.

Box 2954, 55731) and LaSociete have the
sashes for sale.

l

(Article courtesy of:
Northern Lakes Girl Scouts
2401 First Avenue
Hibbing MN 55746)

the oe | éoiteur .

Our ancestors, I know, often suffered
trials and tribulations as they set roots
in, first, Quebec, and then the United
States.

We in La Societe have had smaller
"trials" these last few months, with some
few rough seas to sail. But we're back
on track, ready (with your help) to have
an outstanding year.

As you read this and succeeding issues
we'd ask you to contribute some of your
time, energy, talents and ideas to making
this Club grow and prosper.

You need not even consider "doing it all".
What you might do is think about:

% one, Or two. . or a dozen . -
people who you should invite to joignez nous
(join us);

* renewing your membership before
the January deadline;

* articles, cartoons, recipes that
might fit in future issues of Chez Nous;

* upcoming events that are of interest;
of places you've been others might like to
see; litcle vignettes about your own ancestors

We will thrive, but only by working
together. "Things" don't just happen; they
happen best when we work together.

Have a wonderful fall.

1'11l hear from you?

co-editor Dick Bernard
2014 lIst Ave {6
Hibbing MN 55746

9

Feb 2 Our Lady of Lourdes celebration,

Tourtiere, Minneapolis
Feb 1b-23 Festival du Voyageur in St.
Boniface, Manitoba

Quality merchandise:
Something that doesn't
wear out until it is
paid for.
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Folklarama - Winnipeg

A spot unfortunately missed by many is
Winnipeg/St. Boniface in August - more
specifically Folklarama Week (next year:
Aug. 10-16, 1986).

Folklarama is a festive occasion with a
15 year tradition. This year even 4" of
rain on a saturday failed to dampen enthus-—
iasm of thousands of visitors and locals.

At the French-Canadian pavilion in St.
Boniface standing room only crowds waited
in the rain for almost an hour for the
opportunity to experience great music, dance,
food and drink. Their patience was richly
rewarded.

A few blocks away was a Metis pavilion,
and throughout the City over 30 other
nationalities had their own pavilions - each
with wonderful food and shows. (All pavil-
ions are connected by bus).

It would take a full week to see every-
thing Folklarama and Winnipeg have to offer.
But a long weekend can accomplish much.

Recommendation: three days at the end of
Folklarama with Monday off is probably your
best bet if you have limited time. This
will give you the chance to attend the
Grand Finale on Sunday night, and to see at
least several of the more interesting pavil-
ions.

Put it on your calendar for next year!

A satisfied traveller,
Dick Bernard

L33 e % 3

From ’

LA SOCIET‘ CANADISNNE-FRAQFIISE
4655 University Ave. N.E.
Ninneapolis, NN 55421

(Ll

IL’l
Recette

"JUST LIKE GRANDMOTHER USED TO MAKE"
A recipe from Josephine Collette Bernard

(1881-1963) given her by her mother
Clotilde Blondeau Collette:

MINCE MEAT

1 1b beef neck (water to cover)
8 oz of beef suet

2 lbs of tart red apples

4% cups of raisins

2% cups of currants

2)s cups of sugar

2% cups of water

5 cup of chopped mixed candied peels
I's tsp finely ground orange peel
I)s tsp finely ground lemon peel
1 cup of orange juice

I)s tsp salt

s tsp nutmeg

Y tsp ground mace

Cook meat till tender, put meat, suet
and apples through food chopper. Blend
with other ingredients, simmer for one
hour.

THLS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER, YOUR CLUB: If

we succeed, or fail, depends on your 3
support. Our next deadline is NOVEMBE.. ..
Articles, etc., to DICK LERNARD, 2014 lst
Ave #6, Hibbing MN 55746. Show this news-
letter to a friend, and invite them Lo the
next Club meeting. MERCI.
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La Societé Canadienne-Francaise U 5 Postage 77
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Minneapolis, MN

chez nous

Stowsiotter of  NOVEMBRE--DECEMBRE Hﬁ

la sociaté cana‘olemepnangmse

CO-EDITOR: Jexrry FPorchetts

BONNE ET HEUREUSE ANNEE ET LE PARADIS A LA FIN DE VOS JOURS.

—

(671



French-Canadian Christmas
by John England

The Christmas season was always a time of
joy and hope to the faithful French-Canadians
who inhabited a land that often offered them
only a harsh climate, few comforts and an
unhealthy helping of despair. Louis Hemon
reflects this feeling much better than 1 ever
could in his classic novel, Maria Chapdelaine:

"Through the little window they looked

on the gray sky and found little to

cheer them. To go to Midnight Mass is

the natural and strong desire of every

French-Canadian peasant, even of those

living farthest from the settlements.

What they do not face to accomplish it!

Artic cold, the woods at night, oblit-

erated roads, great distances do but

add to the impressiveness and the my-

stery. This anniversary of the birch

of Jesus is more to them than a mere

fixture on the calendar . . .; it sig-

nifies the renewed promise of salva-

tion, an occasion of deep rejoicing

+ « - this year, more than ever, Maria

yearned to attend the Mass after many

weeks of remoteness from houses and

from churches."

Reveillon, the feast after midnight Mass
would last into the wee hours of the morn-
ing. Tourtiere, soupe aux pois, boudain
(blood sausage), la tete fromagee (head
cheese), and home baked bread were common-
ly served to those ravenous Frenchmen.
Bread was considered to be almost sacred to
them. And roast goose would often be serv-
ed on Christmas - the Canadians were espec-
ially fond of it.

I remember my grandmother telling me that
the French-Canadians didn't use Christmas
trees, and Christmas was kept as a holy day
when she was a child. Gifts were exchanged
on New Year's day in the Brule' house east
of Faribault where she was raised - a custom
that was brought from France.

New Year's eve was more of a social hol-
iday. And making the rounds was a high-
light of the evening. One Frenchman would

“There was a young man from Quebec,
Whowusshmkﬂ:umsnowtohmwnwk
When asked, "Is you frizz?"
Hesaid, “Yes Iis. .
Bbtwrdan?czulhkcokibrcwﬂnc"

call on another; they'd have a drink and then
g0 on to the next house and so on. They were
fond of their drinks, but it was considered 2
a disgrace to be drunk.

New Year's Day or Jour de 1'An, also had
its spiritual aspects, in addition to the
merry-making. It was, of course, a holy day
of obligation. And in Quebec, the descendants
of each family would return to their father's
house and he would give them his New Year's
Blessing (la Benediction de Jour de 1'An) as
they knelt before him. The little ceremony
seemed to Indicate the idea that papere was
still in charge! This custom traces its
roots to medieval France, and the Canadians
brought this beautiful ceremony with them to
the States. But it was gradually reduced to
a family reunion in some areas. Neverthe-
less, the head of the family continued to
greet his kin with a hug, and a kiss on both
cheeks, and would wish them Bonne Heureuse
Annee,

SOURCES for this article:
The First Cross, by Stella LeBlanc
Pea Soup and Johnny Cake by MA Starr

Calendar

(Did we miss something? Let us know in time
for the next issue. Deadline: Jan 6, 1986, to
Dick Bernard, 2014 First Ave. #6 Hibing 55746)
Chapter Meetings

Twin Cities: 1lst Monday, 7:30, St. Louis
Catholic Church, St. Paul (for December, see
below).

Range: 4th Monday, 7:00! Memorial Building
Hibbing (for December see below)

Central Minnesota:3rd Thursday, 7:30
Whitney Senior Center, St. Cloud

AFRAN (Red Lake Falls):2nd Sunday, 2:00

Red Lake Falls. Virgil Benoit for details.

Dec.6-Twin Cities Christmas party at St.

Louis Church, 6:30 p.m. Bring potluck, your
favorite dish enough for 6 people. Crock pots
are helpful. Joe LaBrosse will fiddle, there
will be a children's program and a sing-a-long.
Uec. 21-Range Christmas party at the home of
Al and Pat De La Pointe in Hibbing. Pot-
luck.

Jan. 6-Twin Cities general meeting.

Jan. 8-La Societe Board Meeting.

Jan 25-St. Paul Winter Carnival Parade

Feb. 2-Our Lady of Lourdes, Tourtiere, Mpls.
Feb. 16-23 Festival du Voyageur, St. Boniface

(b9



nete oea | eoniteur

Editing Chez Nous is fun! There are
‘0od contributions coming in in the way of
articles, etc., and it's only a matter of
time before I hear from you. Right?

This is the membership renewal issue.
Don't forget to fill in the enclosed card
and put it in an envelope now. We need
everyone's help to succeed.

I will put in a good word for Les
Francais d'Amerique calendar publicized
elsewhere in this issue. 1 got the 1985
edition, and found it very attractive and
useful. My preview copy of the 1986 cal-
endar 1s also very attractive. It would
make a great gift to your French-Canadian
relatives or friends.

I took a very interesting Fall trip to
Grand Portage and 0ld Fort William (Thunder
Bay) in late September. There is French-
Canadian history all over the place at these
old (1700's) Trading Posts.

In early October, a trip to the Bayfield
Apple Festival. Bayfield has a rich French
Canadian heritage, and is in a beautiful
part of Wisconsin on Lake Superior.

At Eveleth, on October 19, several of
us took in an excellent Genealogy conference
‘hich featured Joy Reisinger. Joy puts out

1 excellent journal for those who are
tracking their roots. If you wish more in-
formation write to me, or to Joy at 1020
Central Avenue, Sparta, Wisconsin 54656.

A meeting in Roseau in September brought
me in contact with a teacher from Red Lake
Falls, who invited me to their Le Festival
on October 5. 1T could not make that trip
(there are only so many days in the week!)
but a review of the publication Sous Le
Ciel D'Automne showed outstanding efforts
by L'Association des Francais Du Nord and
Virgil Benoit,

Now I'm hoping to visit at least part
of L'Heritage Tranquille in Minneapolis on
November 9 and a group of us are planning
an excursion to Festival du Voyageur in
St. Boniface in February.

And what was that rumor about Tourtiere
at Our Lady of Lourdes the first Sunday
in February?

Who says "nothings going on"?

Have you made your mince meat pie yet?

/2P

Recette

from Pat Ciochetto,

Side Lake MN
ONION SOUP AU GRATIN
In a heavy saucepan heat % cup butter
ADD 1) cups sliced Bermuda onions
COVER and brown very slowly stirring oc-
casionally until the onions are a deep,
even brown (about 30 minutes).
REMOVE from heat and ADD:
I garlic clove, finely chopped
2 teaspoons flour
1 teaspoon salt
% teaspoon pepper
4 cups consomme
RETURN to heat and stir until it comes
to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer covered
for 20 minutes.
SPRINKLE with 3/4 cup grated parmesan cheese.
PREHEAT oven to 300 F
Oven toast 4 thick slices of french bread
When ready to serve put bread in the bottom
of 4 individual soup bowls and fill with
soup.
SPRINKLE top with % cup grated parmesan cheese
Place under broiler to melt and slightly
brown the cheese.
(4 to 6 servings).

PIG'S EAR TWISTS

3 eggs

1/4 cup butter, melted

2 cups unsifted flour

1/4 teaspoon salt

lard or shortening for frying

GLAZE
1-1/3 cups dark corn syrup
1/2 cup chopped nuts

In large bowl, with wooden spoon beat eggs lightly.
Stir in melted butter. Add flour and salt, mixing
until blended.

Turn out onto floured board, knead until smooth
about 3 min. Pinch off 1 inch pieces about the
size of a walnut and roll out into about 3 or

or 3% inch circle, about 1/8* thick.

To form the “ear" put the tines of a fork in the
center of each circle, piercing the dough: twist
the dough & quarter turn.

Heat shortening to 360F and fry 3 or 4 at a time
turning until golden brown on both sides, drain
and place on foil or cookie sheet.

TO MAKE GLAZE

Bring syrup to a boil, reduce heat to low and
simmer 5 min. Spoon over twists sprinkle quickly
wvith nuts and let syrup set. Makes 2% doz.

Compliments of Forchette Family
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French in America Calendar

The 1986 bilingual French in America Cal-
endar/Les Francails d'Amerique is now avail-
able, The format is like that of the 1985
edition with eleven color and two black and
white photos; accompanying texts; and notes
and dates of cultural and historical import-
ance from the time of French colonial Amer-
ica to the present. From New England to
California, from Louisiana to Quebec this
calendar points out the rich heritage of the
French in North America.

In dividuals from around the country as
well as teachers, community groups, festival
organizers, and members of cultural groups
wrote us saying how beautiful and useful the
1985 calendar was. Comments such as these
were common: "J'ai ete surpris et etonne de
tout ce passe historique, de ces liens qu'il
faut continuer a faire connaitre."
"Beautiful!" '"Calendrier magnifique et tres
ucile."

THE 1986 CALENDAR IS ALL NEW. TO RECEIVE
IT FILL IN THE APPROPRIATE BLANK ON THE MEM-
BERSHIP RENEWAL CARD WITH THIS NEWSLETTER.

We also want to call yor attention to a very

good newspaper which comes out eleven times
a year., It is all in French and the address
is given below.

Send your request to Virgll Benoit, Box
253C Red Lake Falls MN 56750 or to La Gazette
Francophone, PO Box 10507 Chicago IL 60610

Onze numeros par annee au prix de $10.00.

Our non-profit cultural association also
has rustic blue denim aprons hand made with
"Mets-toe a l'ouvrage!" written in red and
white across the front in the style of the
old French. Short apron is $8.00; long $14.
(MN sales tax included). We will also be
happy to send you cookbook collectors and
anyone else a Chippewa, French and Metis
cookbook with 170 pages of unique recipes.
fhe cost is $12.00 (MK sales tax included)
From the Turtle Mountains of North Dakota.

from: Virgil Benoit
L'Association des
Francais du Nord
Box 253 C
Red Lake Falls MN 56750

L'Heritage Tranquille
In a word
SUPERB

If you were among the
400 there on Nov. 9, how
about a short article
for the next Chez Nous?

CHAPTER NEWS o

LaSociéte Canadienne-Francaise du Range is
planning a potluck dinner for December 21
at the home of Al and Pat De La Pointe in
Hibbing. All Range chapter members (and
prospective members) are invited.

The program for the January 27 meeting
will be a report on the Genealogy Conference
held in Eveleth on October 19. Four of our
members attended this conference and enjoyed
the experience very much. We are all "gung
ho" on searching for our ancestry.

Several of our members are attending a
French class on Monday nights. Pat Ciochetto
has been doing a tremendous job a as "La
Maitresse'". In addition to studying con-
versational French we have lbeen practicing
songs for Christmas and future parades.

submitted by: Ken Nault, president
Range chapter

Nine representatives from LaSociété and
AFRAN met in Minneapolis on November 9 to
discuss ways to better coordinate activitles
of our four clubs.

At the meeting were representatives from
Red Lake Falls, the Range, St. Cloud and
the Twin Cities. John Rivard very ably
ied the meeting.

While no official action was taken it
was a consensus of the group that each
chapter establish its own Bylaws; that t. .e
be a coordinating council of members [rom
all clubs that would meet once or twice per
year to coordinate activities; and that
the Chez Nous be used as a major vehicle to
give the news of the clubs.

Concern was raised about the cost ol Chez
Nous to Twin Cities chapter, and it was
the consensus that other chapters would pay
enough to Twin Cicties ro at least cover the
cost of the newsletrer.
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