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le présioent parle

The president whishes to thank all
those who came to the ilarch 2 meet-
ing. We had one of our largest
meetings for a long time. It was
lively and fruitful.

It is the duty and responsibility of
the president to execute and imple-
ment the constitution and by-laws of
the Société., Therefore, it is incum-
bent upon the chairpersons of all
the committees to keep the president
informed of their activities and pro-
“acts. They must not surprize the
2sident with new plans of which he
~3 not familiar, The president must
keep in mind past decisions and reso-
lutions of the Board, and also the
general goals of the Société. He
must harmonize all the elements of
the organization into a whole and
direct the different committees into
their roles. He must point out the
limits of committee action and lead
them into new fields of actiomn.

In other words, the president has
many things to remember and many
fields of action to harmonize. He
must be a leader and a wise adminis-
trator. Otherwise, the organization
will flounder and disintegrate with-
out directiom from the executive
department.

The president has many things to
think through and many activities to
direct and lead, He cannot do the
=ork himself, but must rely on com-
ttees and members to help him.
-+thout 2 wise and good leader, an
organization will run off in all di-
rections contrary to the goals and
purposes of the constitution. He |
must keep the purposes of the Societe

IMmMars 1983

constantly before the minds of the
members.

Your founding-president has tried to
keep these elements of good adminis-—
tration. The continued success and
progress of the SCP is proof enough.
Let any criticism be open, straight-
forward and specific. Like all
members, the president wishes to im-
prove and expand. He wishes cooper-—
ation, harmony and love for one ano-
ther to continue to reign and even
grow more sincerely in our hearts
and in our work together.

"On peut tout faire ensemblel"

John Rivard

RAPPORTS OU comite

MEMBERSHIP - Evelyn Lund

La Société welcomes:

Suzanne Wolf James Hennen
Joseph Markus Marilyn Sissler
Delphine Bendzick Stelten

Robert & Dorothy Drake

Nicole & Bill Mahoney

Phil & Kathleen LaMére

Florence Dubois Rudolph

Gerry & Giséle Stangler

Gaston & Jan Rhéaume

Elizabeth LaBore

Thérése Manore

e hope you will participate in our
activities. We need your support &
talents in accomplishing our gozls &
for the continuation of la SCF. Our
meetings are informal. We sing a bit,
keep the business meeting to one hour,
and follow with friendly conversation
& refreshments.
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To our members: Please send in your
renewals NOW 2s plans zre beidf made
<9 produce a directory for our mem-
bers. You'll want your name in it!
3end checks to:

Evelyn Lund

1813 Jackson St. N.Z.

Mpls. MN 55418
Rates are:
Family - 810 Single - 37
Senior (62+) - $5 Senior Pamily - $6

M

SOCIAL - David & Jeanne Belair

There was an oversight in our last
Chez-Nous. Gerry Forchette had been
named general chairperson of the Xmas
Party in Dec. She worked very hard at
coordinating all workers and deserves
a big hand for her efforts. Zveryone
did a fantastic job.

PUBLIC RELATIONS - Lucille Ingram &
Dick Bernard

- A few have volunteered their services
to help with the Chez-Nous. Un grand
MZRCI! C'est trés apprécié!

- In the works is a revision of the
SCF brochure,

- KPAI Fresh Air Radio - 90.3 F.M. is
increasing in popularity. DJ's are
Carmelle Pommepuy & Lucille Ingram
(filling in for PFrancine). The pro-

gram airs every Tues. from 9 to

11 a.m. As far as we know, it's the
only French program of its kind in
the Twin Cities. So if you can get
it, don't forget to tune in every
Tues. We'd love to hear your com-
ments. (We never fail to publicize
la Société Can.-PFr.)

LA E 3

HISTORICAL - John =England

Join us on a tour of Notre Dame
Church at Chippewa Falls on Apr.lé6 -
Sat. We need at least 40 adults to
sign up. Fare is $6. ($3.00 for
children). Leave Columbia Park -
Mpls. at 8 a.m. Leave from Centermial
ramp - St. Paul across from the Hist,
Soc. Please send your check to:

%o

John Zngland

2002 Palace Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105
699-5178 (after 5)

Suggested Reading:

Quiet Presence - Histoires des
Franco-Américains en Nouvelle Angle-=
terre by Dyke Hendrickson.

Quiet Presence is a delightful book
loaded with pictures, data, & per-
sonal interviews of Fr.-Can. & Aca-
dians. Mr. Hendrickson portrays the
struggle of our ancestors in the tex-
tile mills of Rhode Island and Mas-
sachusets and in the logging coun-
try of Maine.
The oral histories are the crowning
glory of this volume. They are
honest and informative.
Quiet Presence will give you a good
historical insight into the history
of Franco-Americans.
Available from:

Quinton Publications

28 Felsmere Ave.

Pawtucket, R.I.

02861

E R 2 5 2

CULTURAL/EDUCATIONAL - Carmelle
Pommepuy

An exciting event is coming up at
the Landmark Center in St. Paul on
Sunday, April 10th. (2 to 4 p.m.)

The Landmark Center(at the old Court
House), will be providing an after-
noon. of French-Canadian entertainment.
A famous Fr.-Can. dancing troupe from
Québec will entertain for 1 to 1 1/2
hours. Les Sortileges have performed
in various parts of the world. We are
privileged to have them come to the
Twin Cities. Also: Les Joyeux Bala-
dins will sing your favorite French-
Canadian songs. Approximately 25

have signed up for this group; so, if
you are interested in joining us, call
Pat Stegbauer (484-2384), director of
the group. PFr.-Can. crafts will also
be available for purchase - books,
buttons, T-shirts etc., There wil?

a catering service of authentic F:
Can. foods. The award winning film
"Crac", featuring typical Fr.-Can.

(c,on‘t‘ci on f'7
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NATIONAL CONPZR=NCE OF THZ ASSOCIATION OF FRANCO-AMERICANS

The program for the conference is still in development, Because the
Midwest Branch of the AFA is host this year, the emphasis of the pro-
gram will be on the history of the French in our area, the MIDWEST.

PROGRAM - WORK SHOPS
(1) Three groups, whose origins are in New France and who have always
lived in the areas where their ancestors explored and colonized,
will present the folklore of the French in America.

WORK SHOP SESSIONS

SUBJECT SPEAKER - PRESIDED BY

The Land of Illinois (1639) ' Marie-Reine Mikesell - Chicago
Land of the Mines, Missouri (1723) Colette Manac'H-Royall - St.Louis
The "Mitchifs"™ of North Dakota " Prof. Virgil Benoit - Grand Forks

(2) The Topography of French America will be presented by Francis
Beaudin, who is from the Commission of Topography for the Govern-
ment of Québec.

(3) Search for our Roots, presented by Richard Fortin of New Hampshire.
Also, two other large genealogical groups will participate: French.
Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, and the Northwest Territory
French Canadian Institute of Minnesota.

(A) The cultural relations between the French of North Am.
(Canada and USA).

(B) The cultural tourist - Two sessions will be given by
Jean Hubert, who is from the Council of French Life
in America.

(4) Looking retrospectively on the National Franco-American Conference
in Lafayette, LA.. last June. Richard Guidry of Pont Breaux, ILA.
will present this.

,po CONCURRENT SZSSIONS
'All three days of the conference a room will be reserved for viewing

programs on Franco-Americans on T.V., which will give us, for the most
part, information to use in the work shops.

g/




ZXHIBITIONS
4 kiosk of book and other publications relating to the History of the

French in the Midwest.

Pifty (50) photographs called "Our Life, Our Work" relating to the
history and culture of Frznco-Americans (of the third age) of the area
Lewiston-Auburn, Maine,

NEDNESDAY - AUGUST 3rd VISITING THE ISLAND

Por the conference participants (already there), we have organized, in
the afternoon, & visit of the Island by bicycle (2 minimum of 3 hours).
The whole Island has been classified as a historic monument, and its
forest is virgin. This wisit of the Islaend can be made by horse and
wagon, with or without a driver; in this case, you are the driver:

You will find all this useful information, with regard to this, in your
registry kits. You can rent your own bicycle to use on the Island.
Rental of bicycles - $1.50 per hour.

THURSDAY - AUGUST 4th OPENING OF THE CONFERENCZ

A fife and drum corps of the Prench Marine of Fort Quiatenon, Indiana
will play French military music of the 13th Century (30 min.) Soldiers
and musicians will march (parade) along the main street before they
enter the main lobby of the hotel. The speaker that has been invited
is the new Governor of Michigan, James J. Blanchard, who will preside
at the opening of the conference.

EXPLORATIONS OF LA SALLE 11

In the evening Reid Lewis will give two talks on the explorations (one
in French and one in English). These will retrace the trip of explora-
tions of René Robert Cavalier, Sieur De LaSalle (1681-1682). This is a
must for anyone who has not seen this exceptional presentation of
LaSalle's two expeditions that came through Detroit and Mackinac!!

FRIDAY - AUGUST 5th VISIT ST. IGNACE

In the afternoon we will seeFather Marguette's tomb at the church, which
is now the "Father Marquette National Memorial and Museum." St. Ignace
has about 2,000 people living there, and 70% are of French Canadian des-
cent. In the evening we will see a special historical pageant given b
the people of St. Ignace called “The Black Robe Tree Pageant". This
little bay was a2t the end of the century, the place where explorers,

voyageurs, and trappers, who came from Montreal, disembarked from their
canoes., 31,

N
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SATURDAY - AUGUST 6th THEZE BANCUET

The Regiment of Franche Marine of Fort Michilimackinac of Michigan
(Makinaw City) will parade at the bancuet. Then our Voyageur from
Minnesota will perform. The speaker will be Jacques-Ivan Morin, Vice
Prime Minister of Québec - Inter-Governmental Affairs.

SUNDAY - AUGUST 7th TOUR OF FORT MICHILIMACKINAC (1715)

Sunday morning we will visit Fort Michilimackinac on the Mainland, In
the Church of St. Anne of the Fort, we will see by light and sound the
marriage of Charlotte-Ambrosine Bourassa and the Grand Chief (Métis),
Charles De Langlade, who was on this spot August 12, 1754 with Father
Louis LePranc and all the prominent people. Around noon time the
Voyageur's Brigades of Michigan will serve us, on the spot, 2 meal like
in the 18th Century.

THIS WILL BE THE END OF THE CONFERENCZ AT MACKINAC ISLAND.
Submitted by Helen Peltier (789-2214)

Helen has coordinated a CHARTZED BUS TRIP to and from Mackinac Island
for the 6th NATIONAL FRANCO-AMZRICAN CONFZRENCE. The bus would leave
Aug. 2nd, returning Aug. 8th. For reservations and information call
the number listed above.

CONFERENCE PREREGISTRATION FORM:

Deadline for preregistration: APRIL 1, 1983

PREREGISTRATION: (check one) Adults $15 [
Students $ 5 1
Senior Citizens $ 5 [

AFTER APRIL 1, 1983 $25

(If you have chosen a double occupancy room)
I would like to share a room with

I will come to the Conference by private car [

by plane 3
by bus (3

I plan to visit the island, August 3, on a bicycle [(J

on a carriage with a driver [
I speak only English 3 without a driver [
I speak only French [
I speak both languages []

- Make check out to FRANCO-AMERICAN CONFERENCE, 1983
and sent it with the preregistration form to:

Marie-Reine Mikesell

AFA Conference Coordinator
1155 East 56th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60637
Tel. (312) 643-7865

%




Chipoewa Falls, Wisconsin - Early French Settlement

Jesuit priests celebrated mass in the old Indian Village that stood on -
the present site of Notre Dame Church before the year 1737. It was to '
be 100 years later that the present city of Chippewa Falls was founded.

In 1853 Father Gautier built the first Roman Catholic church in the
area, a little frame structure barely 16 by 18 feet called St, Mary's of
the Falls, In 1865 Father C.F.X. Goldsmith came from Belgium (also the
home of Father Hennepin) to serve in the La Crosse Diocese at St. Mary's
Parish, Father Goldsmith was the driving force behind construction 5
years later of the beautiful stone church we see there today. The lime-
stone for this structure was taken from land within the city near the
present Irvine Park. Before he died in 1890 Father Goldsmith tuilt the
Church of Notre Dame, its grade school, high school, convent and rectory,
and established at least four other parishes in the western Wisconsin
area,

Come with us April 16 as we journey to Chippewa Falls to see this Parish,
the Lumberman's Mansion, Hope Cemetery, the Shrine of Cur Lady of the
Falls, and the town that until 1912 was home to the largest sawmill in
the world, Chipoewa Falls was officially founded in 1837 by Jean Brunet
who was the man that introduced the Irvine, Mellon, Weyerhauser and
Corneall families to the lumbering industry which produced their vast
family fortunes,

Please wear your costume on tour. Submitted by Pierre Girard
(Deadline for sigaing up Wil be Apr 8 )

LZ5 AMIS DU THSATARE - orchestre (dance)

présentent - prix pour meilleur costume
- costume should relate to

"L'Anglais tel qu'on le parle" et the French

"Il faut’qu'une porte soit ouverte

ou fermee" - price: $15.00 per person

The objective of this ball is to
raise money to present a Moliere
play in September with authentic
costumes and music.

at Hamline University - 0ld Main
Hewitt and Snelling Ave. St.Paul

on -Friday, April 8 at 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 9 at § p.m. For further info call Susan Miller

Sunday, Apr. 10 at 2 p.m.

ADULTS: $4.00
STUDENTS & SENIORS: $2.00

For reserv. 646-3407
For information 645-3784

This group is also holding a
MASKED BALL on April 30th at the
Wayzata Art Center, in Minnetonka.

- promenades en caleches zau
clair de lune

(822-6486 - B8 to 12
pP.m.)

L £ 2 2 3

Pierre-Yvon Jolys, a member of
our Joyeux Baladins singing group,
is conducting tours to London &
France.

Tour dates are: A
June 23rd to July 6 =
July 1l4th to July 27

August 18th to August 3lst

Call 612-824-8367 for information.
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traditions will be shown at different
time intervals, The film lasts about
20 min. Admission is #R=3Z so don't
miss this one!

NN
S -up sheets are out seeking peo-
p 4 interests. WE WANT YOUY

1. People that can share a talent.

2. People interested in Genealogy
Call Al Dalquist (560-9086).

3. People that can teach a skill.

4. People interested in forming an
ethnic dancing group.

5. People interested in being part
of a sewing team (for making
costumes, voyzgeur shirts,.etc).
You will be paid for your time,

6+ Sub-group of la SCF where only
French would be spoken. The
group will meet every 3rd Wed.
at 7:30 p.m. at the Minnesota
International Center, 711 East
you are not fluent in French,
you are welcome to come and
observe. The purpose is to get
more people speaking the lan-
language. Many of you have sim-
ply not used your French; it

_ would come back to you in no

© time.
People interested in the recons-
truction of authentic voyageur
costume, Call Jean Simon,

623-3398.

POCPOURRI

The Festival of Nations is coming up..
La SCF will be there to represent the
the French-Canadians. We will par-
ticipate in the Bazaar, the Exhibit,
& the entertainment program. Volun-
teers are needed for all of these
areas so please call General Chair-
person, Gerry PForchette (572-1646)

if you can spare some time. Volun-
teers will get a free pass. The Pes-
tival will be wonderful exposure for
La SCF - about 75,000 people pass

through the St. Paul Civic Center
during those three days!

the word!

Help spread -

Hours of the Festival are: T
Friday, Apr.29 - noon: to 11
Saturday, Apr.30 - 1l a.m. to

midnight
Sunday, May 1 - noon to 8 p.m.
Tickets at the door are:
ADULTS - $5.50 CHILDREN - $3.00
(ages 8 to 18)

LR 2 1 ]

If anyone is interested in hosting a
French student for 1 month in July
call George LaBrosse at 455-3128.

LA 2 2 2 ]

The nominating committee was selec-
ted at the Mar. 2nd memb. mtg. The
following were chosen to submit
names for positions on the Board of
Directors: Evelyn Lund, Justa Car-
dinal, John England, Carmelle Pom-
mepuy, and Pat Jacoby. They are
open to suggestions, so now's the
time to give your ideas!

e 2 2 8

ATTENTION ALL YOU QUILTERS:

La SCF is planning a special project
for the coming year. - to make a
Pr.-Can. quilt, a pictorial quilt
that would tell the story of the Fr.
in Minnesota., This will require ma-
ny hours but should be really rewar-
ding. Much time will be spent in
researching the history of the State,
the designing of the quilt, & finally,
the actual sewing. I suspect the
latter will be the easy part. Once
completed, the quilt could be dis-
played at the Festival of Nations
next year, as well as at the Minn.
State Pair; and, if we have a per-
manent library by then, it could
eventually find its home there.

Nine people have signed up already.
#e invite men to participate too -
and why not? We already have a mem-
ber of our Société whose hobby is
weaving, and he's a great one at
that! ?Charlie Bouley). Please call
Lucille Ingram (533-0890) if you
wish to be a part of this project.

Les faux amis sont comme notre om-
bre, proches de nous tant que nous mar-
chons au soleil, mais nous abandonnant
dés que nous passons de autre cieé,

Chrisnzn Neseell Bavee.

La mémoire est un filee. Il est pleinde
poissons quand on le sort du ruisseau,
mais des tonnes d'eau ont passé dedans

sans y nen laizser. Oliver Wendell Holmes,
potc ot casayiste américain,

29



ATTENTION

-~

Secretary rsports to Chez-Nous:

At the last board meeting, it
was resolved as follows:

#henever La SCF holds or spon-
sors a project which requires
the sale of tickets, a strict
accounting of tickets & money
is required; and that a written
report by the project chair-
person shall be presented to

La SCF's Board of Directors.

John A. Bridell, Secretary

UN CHAT QUI CRIZ ARF ARF

Une petite maman souris marchait
avec gses enfants quand elles ont
rencontré un grand chat. Les en-
fants souris Jont eu peur; mais la
maman a pensé trés vite et a crie:
wArf, arf, bow-wow-wow". Le chat,
bien étonné et épeuré s'est enfuit
en courant. La maman dit & ses
enfants: "That should teach you
children the value of a second lan-

guagel"
Harry Simon, Crowley, LA.

(French lessons are being taught
by Carmelle Pommepuy — 379-4068 in
Mpls. and by Sr. Ella Germaim -
690-3695 in St. Paul).

Newsletter by Lucille Ingram

g 055"

le calenorier |

APRIL 6 SCF Membership Mtg. St. Louis
Church, 7:30 p.m.

8,9,10 Les Amis du Thedtre - Hamliue
Univ. 8th &9th at 8 p.m.
10th at 2 p.m.

10 PFrench-Canadian Day at Land-
mark Center. 2-4p.m.

16 Tour to Chippewa Falls.

29,30 and May lst - Festival of
Nations. St. Paul Civic Ctr.

MAY 4 SCF Membership Mtg. St. Louis
Church, 7:30 p.m.

9 Hist. Committee Mtg. — Little
Canada City Hall. 7:30p.m.

JUNE 1 Annual ELECTIONS of La SCF
Board of Directors & officers.

La SCF meets the first VNednesday
of every month at St. Louis Churc.
506 Cedar Ave. in downtowrmr St.Paul
near the State Capitol. Everyone
is welcome, We need you! As you
can see from this newsletter, we
are trying to form a variety of
"gpecial interest" groups in or-
der to accommodate all of our mem-
bers. You're bound to find a com-
fortable "niche" in La Société!
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Lla soclete canaoienne-francaise
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Le pnésibent parle sonn rivard mai 1983

Congratulations to our new grouv of singers, Les Canadiens Errants, the
Sales Committee, and to Carmelle Pommepuy, our gracious M.C. at the pre-
sentation in the Landmark Center in St. Paul on April 10. The French-
Canadian dancers from Québec were a delight. Many of you attended. I
urge our several committees to arrange such presentations from time to
time. '
Our Annual Membership Meeting in June will be the Annual Elections of the
Board of Directors. I urge the members to attend that important meeting.
The Central Minnesota Annual Meeting will be in May. See notices in this
edition.
Congratulations to the Historical Committee on the joyous and successful
trip to Chippewa Falls in April.
We are especially proud of our team that broadcasts every Tuesday at 9 AM
o KFAI 90.3 FM in Minneapolis. Carmelle and Lucille are the anchor-
: sons of "Moi et L'Autre". e hope that the station increases its power
to extend into the state.
¥e urge the members to "climb on the bus" for Mackinac Island Aug. 2 - 8
for the Annual Conference of the Franco-Americans. Helen Peltier has made
all the arrangements and desires your cooperation for a full load of 40
people. In the last Chez-Nous, we printed an itinerary of the Conference.
If you did not receive one, or if you would like more informatiom, call
Helen at 789-2214. Cost of the trip - approximately $300.00 + personal
expenses. Toll-free no. to call at Mackinac: Michigan - 800-6824971 or
Qut of state no. - 800-3384980.
A big "MZRCI BZAUCOUP!" to all who helped out at the Festival of Nations
at the St. Paul Civic Center April 29, 30 & May 1.

NE¥S from the St. Cloud Chapter of LaSCF du Minnesota: Gaston Rhéaume

) Pursuant to provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of our asso-
ciation, you are hereby notified that the Nominating Committee has prepared
the following list of candidates to fill the six vacancies on the Board of
Directors. The listing is in alphabetical order:

Floyd DesMarais, incumbent, Treas. Cathy May

Donald Henry Mona Nied

George LaDouceur, incumbent, Pres. Merle Plante, incumbent,

John Langlais, incumbent, Cultural/ (Memb.Com.Chairman)
Zducational committee member Lola Schenk, incumbent

Elections will be held at our next regular meeting on Thur. May 19, 1983,
Results will be printed in the next Chez-Nous.

g7
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'
a zroup sttendance to the plzy
pllowed by a super party at Jerry & 3arb Lavoie's.

Centrzl ¥innesota Chapter is on the move. Recent activities in- |0
niinnescta" at 3t. Cloud State Univ.

— John Langlais gave an excellent Acadian History presentation 2t our last
meeting while Hrs. Langlais cooked "Suckwheat Pancakes" on the spot and
served them with homemade "confitures aux fraises"... What 2 treat!

Acadians call them "PLOYS".??7

— At the very same meeting,led,(to 2 fashion) by yours truly, we sang gquite

a few tunes with "Karl, the music man

" letting his fingers do the walking,

or the running, on the piano. Karl is quite 2 guy! Lots of fun! We met

till 11 p.m.

— 1t is also certain now thzt French lessons are soon to get on their way
for Central Minnesotzns 2t a most reasonablz raZe. 8ill Langeu, Professor

at 3CSU will be giving the classes.

There are a few openings; call 251-

1981 and ask him for a spot; you'll be happy you did. Oh ya! Don't be
afraid to join because you don't know any, enough, or whatever...that's
the idea of the class. Learn a2 little and eventually more. Give your-

self a chance.

-1 am of the opinion that our meetings, both in St.Paul and St. Cloud could
be better attended. If you are not satisfied with the activities, step
up and suggest something. I for one intend to do so! I know one thing
about French-Canadians - they like to have fun! Let's get going:

— Quite a number of souvenir items have been manufzctured and/or printed at
my business in 3t. Cloud for the FPestival of Nations. We've been thinking

of running one special per month.

Advize if interested!

Geston

RAPPORTS DU comite
MZMBERSHIP - 2Zvelyn Lund
Nelcome to our members:

Susan Miller Mark Labine
Mardelle Gagneé Virginia Weiss
Corinne (Belair) Diffley

Douglas LeBray Family

Stacy L. Berglund

Betty Gustafson

¥illiam & Rosz Rivet

Qur only source of income is the
Pall concert and membership dues.
If you hzve chosen not to be active
in our projects, you can still help
by renewing your dues NOJ. Make

checks payable to La SCF and mail to:

3velyn Lund

1813 Jackson 3t. N.2.
Mpls. MN 55418

Ph: 789-7051

xates are:
Family - 310
Senior [52+) - 25

Single - 37

Senior Family -36

HISTORICAL — John England

The State Legislature reduced the
historical society's grant program
for 1983 - no funds available. We
still plan to continue the oral his-
tory project on a2 smaller scale,

%N XK

PUBLICITY - Lucille Ingram and
Dick Bernard

New brochures have been printed for
La SCF., If you need some to pass on
to friends, call Evelyn Lund.

Ne are delighted to let you know
that power increase has been granted
to radio station KFAI, from 10 watts
to 125! That means that our Fr.-0 .
music program heard every Tues. &
will reach many more people in Mpi_.
and St. Paul. However, although the
power has been granted, funds are
needed to carry this through. If
you really believe in the need for
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annual Zlections will take place at the June Mesting, 7:30 p.m. The (!
Toriowing nzmes (with short biogrephies included) were submitted by the
Nominzting Committee for positions on ths 3oard of Directors:

John Rivard:

Zvelyn Lund:

Czarmelle Pommepuy:

! Dicks:

Gaston néaume:

Nicole McSee:

Both parents French-Canzdian. Attended Univensity of
Laval, Quectec. Pastor of 3t. Anne's in Somerset, #I
from 1946 - 1369. Aprointed District iznager of i
Hist. Society. Retiresd in 1978. Founded La Société
Canadienne-Francaise in 1979. Founded the 2nd chapter
of the Centrzal KN Sociéte in 3t. Cloud. John is our
incumbtent President.

Is married and has 4 children, 16 grandchildren, 2
great-grandchildren and 6 in-laws (almost enough for
& chzpter). She is 2 Charter ¥ember of La SCF, active
in Girl Scouting, Mother's Club, VYomen's Club and one
of the driving forces behind the Tourtiaras dinners at
OQur Iady of Lourdes (the French Church). 2velyn has
been Chairman of the ¥Membership Committee since '79.

Born in Prench Cznada (Aczdia), Carmelle grew up know-
ing the hardship of being = minority. 3he received her
B.A. & 3.2d. 2t Univ. Laval. Married to 2 PFrenchman,
she has lived in the Twin Cities for 5 yrs. Founded
the Home Schooling assoc. of WN &nd still assumes the
lezdership of that orgunization. 3She teaches her 3
sons at home. Carmelle eventuzlly wants to return to
Canads but in the meantime she is giving her all to La
Société., Chzirman of Cult./Jd. Comm. and Program Coord.

3orn and rzised in N.=. Mpls., ¥ary and her husband
exchznged their wedding vows in Our Lady of Lourdes,

the Prench Church. Together they rzised 6 sons. Hary

is extremely involved in volunteer work which includes:
Kinn. Citizens Concerned for Life, Respect Life, Henn.
Cty. iMedical Center, and the Hospice Unit at St. liary's
Hospital. MNary has been an active member of La 3CF since
its beginning in 1979.

A native of Chicoutimi, Québec, Gaston has made Minne-
sota his home since 1960. He was active as a hockey
instructor at 5t. John's University. A resident of

St. Cloud, Gaston and his wife Jan have their own busi-
ness (Ahéaume's House of Lettering). He is very active
in politics and civic affairs. Presently = member of
3t. Cloud Township's Board of Supervisors. Gaston has
contributed much to the Société and we credit him with
designing the Société's logo.

Born and rzised in ¥ontrézl, she met her husband on a
trip to Czlifornia. He, bteing from iMinnesota, and Nicole
settled in Hinneapolis (Richfield), raising 2 boys.
Nicole works full time at z health care fzcility where
she is in charge of the food service. She is delighted
to have met some French-Canadizns, finslly, after having
been isolzted for 15 years. Nicole 1s very eager to
contribute to La Jociéte,

(cont'd other side)
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Marion Sirvio: Born and raised in N.Z. Mpls. from French-Canadian \1/
parents. Married, Marion has five children and
nine grandchildren., A Chartger member of La Sociste,
she nes been active in the organization since its
beginning. Very involved in Genealogy, Merion re-
cently submitted , for the Chez-Nous, her story
about attending the Cyr Pamily Reunion in Madawaskz,
Maine, where 2600 Cyr descendants gathered together.
Member of the Membership Committee.

The President will invite nominations from the floor. Persons nomi-
nated should have been approached beforenhand as to willingness to serve.
Only six positions need to be filled. The remaining five Board mem-
bers will be replaced next year. This is done in order to maintain
continuity in our organization.

CHIPPEWA FALLS TRIP

On Saturday, April 16, 1983, sixty members of La Société' Canadienne
Erangcaise du Minnesota, comprised of French, French Canadians and
American of French decent, journeyed to Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin.
The trip was sponsored under the auspices of the Historical Committee of
La Société'. The trip began with a history of Chippewa Falls given by
Richard "Pierre'" Girard, a former resident of Chippewa Falls, to the
group during their bus ride. Upon their arrival in Chippewa Falls the
group, all in costume of voyagers and Québec peasant dress, toured

the parish church of Notre Dame. This large, beautiful church was
built of native sandstone in 1870-72, fourteen years after the founding
of the parish. While at the church the group met with several Chippewa
Falls residents, among them Mr. Joseph Godfrey. Mr Godfrey, 91,
addressed the group and spoke about the "old days'. Father Sonberger
spoke to the group about the parish history and read an article from
the parish history book about the immigration of the Solomon Girard
family to Chinpewa Falls in 1882.

This portion of the tour closed with two organ solos, "Variation on

the Lourdes Hymn'" played by Pierre Girard and "Tacotta' by Widor,

plaved by Patrice Stegebauer, followed by several French Canadian

folk songs sung by '"Les Canadiens Errants', the société's choral group.

The group then went to the home of Audrey Girard where they were

served Iunch by Mrs. Girard and her daughters Judith Matthews and
Margaret Vavra. This home was built by Joseph Girard (a French Canadian
immigrant) in 1890 as a wedding present for his bride Virginia LaMothe.

After driving through llope Cemetary and Irvine Park they visited with
some of the residents and sang for Mr. Charlie Cardinal at the Ruttedge
Home. Mr. Cardinal, 91, recited from memory the beautiful poem '"Little
Batise". The tour then moved on to the Cook-Ruttedge Mansion where they
were guided through this lovely old home by Margaret Hebert.

They then joined the parishoners of Notre Dame for 5 o'clock mass
followed by a light supner again at the home of Audrey Girard. Before
leaving Mrs. Girard's home for the Twin Cities, Les Canadiens Crrants

led the group in several old French and French Canadian folk songs.
P Sicaer
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This

FISTIVAL OF NATIONS

year was our best year ever. Jveryone cooperzted beautifully.

Those in costume looked smashing., Thanks to 2ll who worked. The Pr.-
Canadians were well reoresented.

Many

BaZAAR: The Bazaar booth, mounted by Gaston and Jan Rhéaume,
Carmelle Pommepuy and Pat Jacoby looked very attractive with its
multi-colored merchandise of great variety. Every item repre-
sented the French in some way. W¥e had over 100 people interes-
ted in our organization sign the guest book. Potentizl members!
(Approximately $3,000.00 worth of merchandise was sold but bills
have to ve paid now. W#e won't be in the red!)

SLHISIT: The Exhibit booth was 2z representation of a genuine fur-
trading post with the reazl authentic decor. John Simen 2znd his
team, Pat Stegbauer, Marie Bouley, John Trembley, Dierre Girard,
and Jerry Nerburn spent many hours working on it. It was a smash-
ing attraction! Bravo to zll of you!

THE SINGERS: Les Canadiens Zrrants, who performed ten times this
year, were very much applauded and appreciated. They were told
many times how enthusiastic and energetic the singing was and
some listeners even asked for tapes (which we don't have yet but
something to think about for next year.)

thanks to all who donated their time; but special recognition to:

Pat Jacobty (chairman of Sales, zlong with Gaston & Jzn Rhéaume
and Carmelle Pommepuy. )

John Simon (chzirmun of Zxhibit).
Pat Stegbauer (chairman of the entertainment programJ

Due to illness, Gerry Forchette's position as General chairperson
was filled by Carmelle Pommepuy during those three days.

T R g
ANNUAL CONZPIR3INCZ OF AFA (ASSSMBL%S DiS ?RANCO-AMéRIC&INS)

UPDATZ: Bus trip to Mackinac Island.
Re: Cost of the trip:

The overall cost of the trip, using double occupancy in the
¥est Wing of the Convention Center and including bus charter
and two nights' lodging en route, approximately $300.00. Please
note that accommodations for 4 days on the Island includes 2
meals per day - breakfast and dinner. The meals not included
are the 8 meals taken en route. Single accommodations will make
the trip somewhat costlier. '

Members of our Société who reside in St. Cloud will be
happy to know that they can board the bus for this trip (at an
early hour) in St. Cloud at a location to be decided upon by
the group.

I am extending the bus charter reservation deadline to
June lst. On June 15th a payment of $50.00 will be due and the
remaining payment not yet determined but under $100.00 in total
must be paid in full by July 15th. If there are any other gues-

)
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tions, feel free to call or write to: e

Helen Peltier

3307 Taylor St. N.=.
Minneapolis, MN 55418
Ph: 789-2214

HENXHAEEAXRARTERBREAR AR EERER XS

Fr. Walter LeBeau

The Revarend Walter LeBeau, retired chairman of the
thenlogy department at St. Thomas College died 31 March
at the age of Bl.

Fr. LeBeau, a native of Fowler, Indiana, moved with his
family to Marskall as a child. Prior to his studles for the
priesthood, he was smployed as a watcamaker. After ordination
in 1931, Fakher was assigned to St. Joman the Baptist, Dayton;
and St. Anne's in North /inneapolis -« another parish of
French«Canadlan heritage once known as St. Clotilde. He con-
tinued to serve there as a weaskend assistant after als transfer

to St. Thomas.

Father LeBeau recalled the deep falth of the French-Canadiians
in his classes and he was a living example of that fafith. He
taught a Christian marriage course for several years, and was
nicknamed "the marriage man™ by his students. The course,
along with his ever-pressnt briar pipe senkhanced his unique
personality.

Fr. LeBeau was an excellent artistj kls charcoal sketch
of the late Archbishop Austin Dowling was displayed at his
wake, He was also responsible for planning the art work
in the St. Thomas Chapel so that 1t would depict Catholic
doctrime. In 1958, Father had a program on educational
televisiom;and in 1969 he was chosen profeasor of the year by
kis associates, a well-deserved honor,

We extend our sympathy to his family, and we are proud to
say that Walter LeBeau is a Franeo-American who influenced the
people of Minnesota with his wisdom and talentas.

LA R R R R R R R R R R R R EE T

M3334G=2 TO MIWB235: Change of meeting rlace temporarily at the
Intermational Institute of NMinnesotz, 1694 Como Ave. 5t. Paul,
across from the Fair grounds. 7:30 P.K. Notification of future
meeting place will be mailed out to members.

* Newsletter by Lucille Ingram. Proof-read by Dorothy
Landry.
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please
vlecce.

support.

this typre of programming,
call XFAI at T21-5011 =z=rnd
We reslly apprecizte your

““ter working for two years on the
Jlicztion of the Chez-Nous, I

sould like to relincuish this duty

to someone else., I need a rest!

I know there are many talented peo-

ple in our Société. Perhaps there's

someone who already knows '"the ropes".

And if not, I would be zvzilable to

nhelp out. I learned from scratch -
S0 can you! So- please call me if
interested. 533-0830. It's zood for

me, as well as La Sociéteé, to have a
change once in a wnile.

LR 2 2 2

CULTURAL/EDUCATIONAL - Carmelle
Pommepuy

SUB=GROUP - Meetings of the sub-
group are held every third ied. of
the month at MIC (MN International
Center, 711 Bast River 3d.) We're
having a good turnout; the atmos-
phere is friendly, and only French
" spoken. Come and join us. We'd
‘e to meet you...

LANDMARK CENTER - The Fr.-Can. Day

at the Landmark Center was 2 huge
success. Over 1200 people showed up.
The Sortiléges Dancers from Québec
were superb! Les Canadiens Errants,
who made their debut that day, recei-
ved many compliments. The film ses-
sions were booked each time. Catering
service offered by Christian Caille
featuring tarte au sucre, tourtiére,
pommes St.André was excellent. The
Societe took in $265.00 from sales of
items. Our heritage was exposed,
shared and appreciated.

FRANCO-QUEST - The first Contac Franco-
ouest is being held the last week-end
in Mey (26, 27, 28, 29) in 3t. Boni-
face, Manitoba. It is organized by the
Cultural Federation of Prench-Canadians
in collaboration with the office of
tours of the Conseil des Arts du Can.
" vkshops of mini-shows, and artists
rsenting their talents will be of-
szred for leaders of different orga-
nizations throughout the country.
The Board has voted 3$100.00 to help
cover some of the expenses in sending
a representative of Minnesota, Car-

melle Pommepuy has been apvpointed 12
and she has 2xtended thz< opportu-
nity to two other Sociéte members,
Pat Stegbauer and Marie Bouley.

They will be driving, accompanied
by Maries-Reine Mikesell of Chicago.
Bon voyage!l

DANCING - Inspired by Les Sortile-
ges, we are planning to assemble a
team of dancers for our Société. A
few have signed up already. The
tentative date of the first prac-
tice is Pri., May 20th, 7 p.m. at
the home of Carmelle, 634 Nain St.
N.2. #e want to present a great
dancing team at the Festival of
Nations next year. Call 379-4068
if you'd like to participate. It
will mean real dedication but pro-
mises to be a lot of fun.

LES CANADIENS ZRRANTS - A new choral
group has been formed. They num-
ber approximately 20, have wonder-
ful costumes, are enthusiastic and,
already, very busy. The group is
under the sponsorship of the Socié-
té but will remain autonomous in
matters of decision-making and fi-

nance. Join us for some fun., Call
Pat Stegbauer, director of the
group. Everyone is welcome.
OPPORTUNITY not to be missed. Per-

sons of Fr.-Can. background are
given the opportunity to study in
Québec for the year '83 - '84 at a
much reduced price. Normally, fo-
reign students pay $130.00 per cre-
dit; with this program you would
pay $9.00 a credit (the rate char-
ged for Canadians.,) Four universi-
ties are offering this program:
Québec, Montréal, Trois Rivieéres &
Chicoutimi. You need not speak
French. Call 379-4068 for details.

POCPOURRI

ST. JZAN-BAPTISTZ DAY - Our 4th
annual picnic will take place on
Sat. June 25th at Keller Island.
General chairperson is Leroy Dubois.
It will be 2 pot-luck, with beer,
pop, a2nd pea soup available., Don't
miss it!
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I£ you wish to be on the agenca
s< the SC? Memtersntnip meelings,
plsase call the Pres. first.
Pnone: 1-25321499.

LE & & 2 3

Prancine Roche has submitted her
resismation as chairman of the
Cultural/Education committee, co-
editor of the Chez-Nous, and :
member of the Beard of Directors.
These positions will be filled at
the Annual Zlections in June,

HXNRN

QUILTING = Our first get-together
took place on May 3rd. There was
lively discussion and we came to
the conclusion that the major ef-
fort will go into the planning &

designi of our pictorial quilt,
(depicting the story of the

French in Minnesota.) Each member
left with homework to do - to
research a specific area. We will
certainly learn our history in the
process. We'll have something we
can really be proud of when it's
done. The next get-together will
be held at the home of Zva Nelson.
Please join us. Ph: 489-3315.
Date: ‘Wed. June 8th.

GRAND OLD DAYS PARADE - will take

place in St. Paul on Sun. June 5th.

Call Sera to sign up. 224-2636,
evenings aft. 6 or liondays-by June
4th.

— o
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caleporier v

5 Grand 01ld Days Parade
in St. Paul.

6 Annuzl Zlections of La SCF
for positions on Board of
Directors. 7:30 p.m. Inter-
national Institute.

25 4th Annual 3t. Jean-3aptiste
picnic.

There will be no membership
meetings during July & Aug.

* lirs.

Bouquets oe
Fleurs

Audrey Girard who hosted
some 60 members oi La SCF on
their recent trip to Chippewa
Palls. It was a memorable ex-
perience for those who went,
and we say to her MERCI, MILLE
FOIS, MERCI!

Jan &.Gaston Rhéaume & family
who worked tirelessly manu-
facturing and/or printing mer-
chandise to be sold at the Fes-
tival of Nations. They donated
their time, refusing any profit.

WE LOVE YOU ALL:
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La socleté
canaoienne-francaise

aollt, 1883
Dear members:

It is difficult to be thinking about writing a
newsletter in the midst of all the summer activities; however, it was
necessary to get some important information out to you before the start of
our 5th year in Sept. So that is the purpose of this letter. Our regular
CHEZ NOUS will go out in the fall with all the news of the past few months.
Hoping the remainder of your summe:r is pleasant and relaxing!

Sincerely,
Lucille Ingram

%uluuﬁ

EXTRA! EXTRAL SXTRAZ EXTRA!

La SCF has a new, and definite meeting place (no cancellations - we have a
contract). The Membership meetings will be held at St. Luke's Catholic
School Cafeteria, near Lexington Parkway and Summit Ave. beginning the

2nd Monday (Sept. 12) in Sept. at 7:30 p.m. sharp. Then, from Oct. thru
June, meetings will be held the lst Monday of each month. Mark your calen-

dars NOW. Oy $ovd

<
|E°s!' \(; Soleal ) From 94 - go south on Lexington,
i turn left on Summit, 1 block,
ParKing turn left on Oxford to school
lof o > parking lot. Entrance to down-
Y VAR $ stairs cafeteria will be merked.
3
thureh i
v
Lexinytown ?Kv]i,—’r
WE ST

The new Board of Directors was elected at the General Membership Meeting
in June, The officers were elected later at a Board of Directors meeting
at the home of Dorothy Landry. The new Board:

Gaston Rhéaume, Pres. Magi Charbonneau Treas.
Carmelle Pommepuy 1lst V.P. Gabriel Brusseau

svelyn Lund 2nd V.P. John Bridell

Dorothy Landry Corp. Sec. Nicole McGee

Dick Bermard Rec. Sec. Howard Bissonette & John Rivard

Since then, there has been one significant change. Carmelle Pommepuy, who
has worked feverishly for La Societé since Jan. has submitted her resigna-
tion. Always hoping to, one day, return to French Canada, she has recen-
tly acquired a job in Montreal and will be moving 2s soon as they're zable
*0 sell their home. We 2re reluctant to see her go but, at the same time,
@ happy for her and wish her and her family the very best. She has been
real asset to La Société, Replacing Carmelle as First Vice-President
will be Gabriel Brusseau, and replaci Gabriel (who had been appointed
Membership Chairman and Ass. Treasurer)will be George LaBrosse. Marie
Trepanier will take over Carmelle's position as chairman of the Cultural/
Educational Committee. Congratulations to the new Board and Officers.
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John Rivard, founder of La Société Canadienne-Frangaise, has been named
Honorary President Zmeritus, forever. We owe it all to him. From the lz
beginning, he has been our inspiration and our anchor. Thanks for every-
thing!

HRNERARRARERAAA RN

BOUGUETS DE FLZURS: to

Leroy and Pat Dubois and daughter. As chairmen of the 3t.Jean-Baptiste
Annuzl Picnic, Leroy did a great job. The weather was not in our favor
this year. He estimates approximately 45 adults and 15 children attended.
Thanks also to John England for the soup and Dorothy Landry for getting
it served.

Also: to Helen Peltier for routing 20 people to the AFA (Assemblée des
Franco-Américains) Conference at Mackinac. We'll have a report on their
trip in the next Chez Nous,

HENABEAERRARARRNRA RN N

Membership rosters will be available at the Sept. meeting. UN GROS MERCI
to Jerry Forchette and Virginia Weiss for their time and effort in put-—
ting it together.

B0 M 02 M2 MM MM NN NN

La Société wishes to extend its deepest sympathy to:

Pierre-Yvon Jolys, member of Les Canadiens Errants singing group,
whose son was killed in a2 motorcycle accident
in France this July. And to:

Gabe and Shirley Brusseau whose 4 year old grandson died after a
long illness. And this, from Jerry Forchette:

To all the people who took the bus tour to Chippewa Falls............

| thought they would like to know that Charles Cardinal who lived at the Rutledge
Home of which were priviledged to visit, died on June 22 at the age of 93.

| spoke with the family at the funeral and they wished to express their thanks to the
Society for their visit to their father. He spoke about our visit and how he enjoyed
the songs that were sung and especially being able to speak in his native tongue with
the many who came into his room to see him, mainly Sr. Ella, Ralph Germain, the Cheeneys
and Carmelle and anyone else that | might be missing who took turns speaking with him.
Charles endeared himself to all by reciting '"1il Batiste'. Merci Beaucoup to the
Société for making his last days happy with MEMORIES.
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C'était au temps des pommes,
Colin avait douze ans;

Mais il faisait son homme
Comme un garcon d'vingt ans.
Un jour, avec Colette,

La fille du voisin,

I1 faisait la cueillette

Des pommes du jardin.

A peine dans l'ouvrage,
I1 voulut un baiser;

Mais Colette, étant sage,
Crut bon de refuser,

£lle ajouta quand méme:
"Je te le donnerai

Si tu remplis toi-méme
Ton panier le premier..."

Le pere de la belle,

Caché non loin de 1i,
Suivit d'un oeil fidele

Ce qui s'y déroula:

I1 vit gque sa Colette,

Des pommes plein les meins,
En mettait en cachette

Dans le panier d'Colin!

(Tire de "Les 100 plus belles
chansonsg

OCTtoBRre 1983

Change is in the zir! It's that
time of year again when nature
bursts into marvelous color; the
time for fresh-baked apple pie,
cider, pumpkins, burning leaves,
cool crisp evenings, and fires in
the fireplace - my very favorite
season!

It's a time of change for La SCF
too. We're starting our fifth year
with a new president - almost.
Gaston Rhéaume, as most of you are
aware, recently had surgery and is
still recuperating. Our prayers
are with him., Congratulations to
Gabe Brusseau (1lst V.P.) who, on
short notice, took over our 1lst
general membership meeting. It
should be a good year; they make

a great team!

Lucille Ingram

LR 2 8

N2§5 from ST. CLOUD -

On Mazy 19th the St. Cloud Chapter
held its Annual Membership Meet-
ing. E£lections were held znd the
following officers and board mem-—
bers were chosen:

John Langlais, President

George LaDouceur, Vice-President
Floyd Demarais, Treasurer

Judy Antil, Recording Secretary

ard Members include: Merle Plante, Cathy May, Mona Reid, Irene Mavis,
2rry Lavoie, Julian Plante, Diane Olson, John Rivard, Don Henry, alternate,

and Lola Schenk, alternate.

In June the Chapter visited the Northwest Fur Post at Pine City. Floyd and
Bernice Desmarais attended the AFA convention 2t Mackinzc¢ Island in Aug.

#m Langen held several French classes in May. Julian Plante has establish-
ed 2 library with several books ready for reference. The St. Cloud Chapter



now is 52 members strong. Julian
Plante, our distinguished director
of the Manuscript Library at St.
John's University, was given a spe-
cial notice of scholar achievement
in the Sept. issue of the Minnesota
Public Radio Monthly.

Submitted by John Rivard

RAPPORTS Ou cormite
MEMBERSHIP - Evelyn Lund (789-7051)

La SCF welcomes:
Alfred Keye
Simone Boutin
Susan Schreiber
Stacy Berglund
Betty Gustafson
Louis Ritchot Family
Mr.&Mrs. Lewis B. Downing
Patrick & Dorothy Chandler
Corinne (Belair) Diffley
Douglas LeBray Family
William & Rosa Rivet

Mardelle Gagne
Amy Jensen
Louise Lijewski
Marie Trepanier

George LaBrosse, who has served as
a Board Member and Hist. Comm,
chairman in the past, has been ap-
pointed the new Membership chair-
person. A million thanks to Evelyn
who has filled that position since
the founding of La Societé - 4 yrs.
You did a great job!

N

CULTURAL/EDUCATIONAL

Marie Trepanier has taken over this
committee from Carmelle Pommepuy.
Mercil! Carmelle for doing an out-
standing job these last few months.

All members may pick up the new
roster at the regular monthly
meetings. Un gros merci to
Gerry Forchette & Virginia Weiss
for putting it together. Please
add new members' names as they
are published in order to keep
your roster up to date.

* Marty Yelland (near 50th & Upton
S0.) would appreciate a ride to
memb. mtgs. Call 926-8074.

POCPOURRI A

The U of M has made us an offer of
students to assist us in various -
ways. We appreciate it. It's a o d
way of getting young people involved
in our organization and, they in turn,
would benefit by getting credit.

So we both win!

HNNN

sZvelyn Lund and Dorothy Landry who
attended French Days at the Inter-
pretative Center in Chisholm, MN.
report that John Rivard's presenta-
tion was superb. The ethnic festival
was good exposure for us. They
spread the news about our Sociéte
and shared comments and recipes of
French foods with the spectators.

LA A%

Approximately 35 or so hardy members
of La Société took part in the Pea
Soup Days celebration in 3Somerset,
W#I on Sept. 18th. It was a gorgeous
day and they all looked smashing in
their colorful costumes. Five Tl
were carried in the parade: Frencu,
American, Canadian, Québec, and the
Pea Soup Days flag along with the
Société Canadienne-Frangaise banner.
After the parade all participants
gathered in Archie's Bar where Les
Canadiens Errants, the Société's
singing group, performed French folk
songs. It was great fun! and the
pea soup was exquisitel!

LA RS ]

Ve need your input - so we've decided
to place a suggestion box at all the
general membership meetings. Give

ue your ideas and comments, recipes,
criticisms etc... no names necessary.

HEEN

John Rivard plans to visit several
areas of MN which have expressed a
desire to form a chapter of La SCF

- Red Lake Falls, Mankato, Roches :
Chippewa Falls are a few. WYe're
really growing!

RS —
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Carmelle Pommepuy, Marie Bouley, and Pat Stegbauer, along with
Marie-Reine Mikesell, Regional Vice-President of AFA in Chicago, atten-—
ded the Pirst Contact Franco-Ouest, held in St. Boniface, Manitoba at
the end of May. The Contact's objective wxzs to stimulate the buying
of shows (done by French-Canadian artists) and to develop a circuit for
for those artists. Areas of entertainment included theatre, dance,
poetry and music (popular, jazz, folk and classical). The highly-pro-
fessional artists came from all over Canada. French was spoken every-
where. Ideas were shared and it was a2 beautiful atmosphere of cultu-
ral exchange. The French-Canadian meals (including tourtiére, soupe
aux pois, tarte au sucre) were delicious. Workshops included: the
organization of a show, planification of a tour, how to have a full
house, promotion and publicity, budget of a show and budget of a tour.
All information taken during the conference will be kept in our files
for future use.

For the closure of the Contact we had a specizl treat - a melting
pot of all the talent presented at the Contact. All the artists took
their turn performing, leaving us with a flavor of their personality
and talent. That evening will be a most memorable one, for it brought
us joy, laughter, tears, and most of all, a certainty that our culture
is very much zlive.

¥e would highly recommend that the Société continue to send repre-
sentatives to the Contact. It was evident that they appreciated that
the USA was represented as we were publicly introduced on Saturday.

#e were the only people from the USA there. We would also recommend
that we consider inviting here some of these artists to perform.

Submitted by

Carmelle Pommepuy, Marie Bouley and
Pat Stegbauer

Two young men from La Sociéte are studying this year at 1'Universite

de Laval a Québec: Jon Trombley and John Simon. We wish them well.

Jon has sent greetings to his friends here in Minneapolis and we thought
we might share with you some of his most amusing lettercececcoccoccevoce

Friday, 8/26/83 AM at 5;30, it was pouning out, noi
a good omen as we £Left on our Zaip, a Long one ai that.
The car, trailer, glove compariment were jam packed. ALL
was going well until we got on the othen side of Tuntle
Lake, Wise. when suddenty, a wheel on the trailen went sail-
ing off. Talk about a heant aitack!! 1 won't explain why
nor how 4t came off (that's too embarassing, privileged
information). Suffice it Lo say it was a real pain in Zhe
§179#@ 1! Changing that stupid tine is a stony in itself.
Anyway, we made it o the next "good sized" Zown and got a
"used" 4pane and a few minon items, Like bolzs Zo hofd the
Line on with, ALL was well again,....for a whife, anyway.
The sun was out, a beautifuf day. Wisconsin is pretty boxr-
ing on old 8 thru that area. Our goal--to be in Sault Sainte-
Marie that nite. Wisconsin had not finished with us yet
though, a stone's throw grom the Wisc.-Mich. boader ounr
"used" spane blew up, WelLl if words could heat the ain
that would have been the hottest day the midwest had even
seen, We just Laughed and pretended we were some race can
drivers pit men changing the tine as quick as possible.
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Thiaty minutes, a big Lmprovemeni over Zhe g4inst Lime, 1 A 7.
thought to mysel§, "And we sti£& have Ontario, BIG, EMPTY, =
ONTARIO, 2o daive through."

Welf Michigan was good Zo us, Zhough we were Zinred and
stanving. Chocofate chip cookies only go so0 gar. Then Zhe i
§og noZled in. 1 never seen such heavy fog! Az Long Lasi i
we crossed the bridge (rom Zhe U.S. fo Canada at Sault Sainte-
Marie and then 4% wasé Lime fox cusioms. AL thait point 1
didn't care what they did or said. We made 4i£ Thru there
with a g&int 4in oux eye and a smile on our gace with absoluie-
Ly no questioned asked. Found a place to sfeep 4in Zhe woods
outside of town, after {L pouned again,and then the nexi
moaning (which came awfully gasi) Look a quick shower and
back on the road again. Oua goal--from Sauli Ste-Marie Zo
Hulf Quebec/0Oftawa Ontanrnio, and believe me Zhail was some
stnetch! Lots of beautiful scenery. Stopped by the cops
once. (John Simon was driving, just o set the necoad straight)
Once again the day grew Long, very Long! No car problems
though, ALLelllia! As you cross the bordern from Lhe province
0f Ontarnio, the city of Ottawa, to the province of Quebec, Zhe
city of Hull, there 4& a sudden, dramatic change. NO MORE
ENGLISH,....at alf, 1% waé a shock 2o have L% happen so
suddenfy. 1 thought we'd ease into 4t stowly. We found a
cheap motel (no natas). Again, anothear short nite., Next
moaning we went fo chuach in a Zitile Lown down Zhe road from
Hufl and then coniinued on oun way Zhrough Zhe Quebec counitry-
sdide. Veay memonrable! Veay chaaming afso! The Little sitone
and baick douaca are reallfy cute! 1In Montreal we went through
Zhe tunnef (Tunnel Loudis-Hebent) that goes under the S&. Launrence
niven and coming out of the tunnef we hit consiruciion--which
got old neaf fast! 1 managed (somehow) Zo get dinections ad Ky
a f<lling station and we wene back on the country roads agadin.
It seems every Lown has goi a chuach with Two silven sieceples
and a sifver roof. Realgy diﬁ erent, Our goal that day was
Quebec city Ltsely, bg nitef . We made 4% Zhere with no
problems, excepl for being a £itile on the grumpy side and
ready Lo kiff oneanoiher, nolhing major though. Another cheap
motel [ 1 think Zthis one DID have rats). Nonetheless, 1 was
real happy to be out of that car! Next moaning we wendt
dinectly fo the U. of Q. (Laval] To start Looking for a place
to £ive. Suddenfy it dawned on me that 1 would %e stuck with
Lthat Litile project and that 1 would have to actually CALL
on the TELEPHONE and talk 4in French Zo these Quebecois. Nevea
in my £ife was I mone neavous! 1 mean I would have suffened
going to the dentist and having alf my wisdom Zeeth pulled
again than do that! 1t's hard enough fo undersiand these fast
Lalken Frenchies face Zo face. So 1 nehersed my Lines wel
a gew Limes and then went 2o LZX. LUCKILY, aften Zhe 2ud call
we gound Lhe place we have now, home. And LL's peafecit 1 niighd
add, Ounr address: Jon Trombley, 2820 Rue Dumontier,

Ste.-Foy, Quebee, Canada GIV ILI,
(Anyone is welcomed fo visil at any time, jusl bring a sleepding
bag.) Next Letter 1'LL {4i£L you 4in on our excellent Location,
school, and a Little about Quebec city, and any othen tid-bits
Zhat seem of dome intenest. Until then, take care Thanx
again for all your support. Drop me a Line somefime,

Love,
(Gees, 1 should have been a journalisi.)
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A GRAND MERCI to all the people from the SCFM who went to the 6th National
Conference of AFA at Mackinncz It was a great four days for the Midwest. Now
we do have V=I-5-I-B-I-I-T1-T-E!!!

Many of you must have been impressed by the ability of so many Franco-
Americans to use both languages: English and French., Although it may be too
late for some of you to be bilingual, there is still time for your children
or grandchildren. Send them to Québec for a year of study. This would be the
best present you could ever give to them, because it will be everlasting and make
their lives so much more interesting.

Here are the two deadlines for registration: May Ist with classes starting
September 6, and November st with classes starting January 11.

These young people will need to complete application forms. Ten were sent
to Gabe Brusseau, Vice-President of the SCFM. Additional ones can be obtained
from the QUEBEC GOVERNMENT OFFICE in Chicago, c/o Lise Haberman. Send the
completed forms to me and I will forward them to Québec with an AFA covering
letter., This way all will go smoothly.

I will see you in Baton Rouge, if not before!
Cordialement,
: Do
vg%h&u;_fxaﬁﬁ:;y

Marie-Reine Mikesell
Vice-Présidente, AFA/Mid-Ouest

Approximately 35 people represented Minnesota at the 6th Annual
Congress of AFA at Mackinac. Our former president John Rivard gave
& marvelous presentation as "Le Voyageur". Member Al Dahlquist, who
is very involved in genealogy was one of the commentators at the
conference. He spoke of the Northwest Territory and Canadian Heri-
tage Institute. Also, Virgil Benoit, one of our members who resides
in Hed Lake Falls, Mn. gave a session on Le Pays des Metchifs.
Congratulations to all of you for representing linnesota so well.

At the conference, Virgil Benoit was elected chairman for publi-
cation of a French-Znglish calendar. Other midwesterners on the com-
mittee are Irene A. Ducharme of Chicago and Dorothy Landry of La SCF.
Nine others from various parts of the country were elected to that
committee. In addition, Dorothy and John Rivard were interviewed by
Radio-Canada.,

This was the first year that llinnesota sent a group to represent
the Midwest. We polled some of the people who gave these comments:

cessessA beautiful setting. Meetings were fantastic. The outside
tours, shopping, rides, all the Frenchmen talking at once. It was
overwnelming. Marie-peine's guiding hand was evident. RXKudo's to all
but I had hoped for acknowledgment of what I believed to be the high-
est percentage of people represented - La SCFM. Dorothy Landry.

seessse2njoyed the conference very much. Perfect set-up and beauti-
ful area, The Reid Lewis presentation was terrific. 2njoyed the sin-
gers Friday night too. The baznquet was very good except that, not
understanding French, I missed a lott;f it. Marion Sirvio.
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seseeesA pleasant experience., Site and accommodztions excellent. 'Lq
Agenda was varied and interesting and the camaraderie pervasive.

Some suggesticns: 1) earlier distribution of info azbout the program

and a2ctivities and 2) bilinguszl visuzl aids 3) registration list and
printed summaries of the papers be made available after the conference
Jean Croteau.

sesssseTerrific! Well-organized and held in & good location. ‘fork-
shops were very good and my wife and I had 2 really good time. Z=nter-
tainment excellent. Zmmett Bouley.

sssssso8xcellent. Very good location for a family vacation., We missed
air-cond. and swimming pool! Particularly enjoyed the conference I
went to as the spesker talked zbout the French in Minnesota and the
Dakotas, which is my region of the US. Ralph Germain.

«+se...location was excellent and appropriate to our cultural heritage.
Program was well-organized and offered a great variety. La Salle Exp.
presentation excellent! Our only complaint: the banguet was conduc-
ted almost solely in French and therefore incomprehensible to those

of us whdspoke only 3nglish. Marie Bouley and Pat Stegbauer.

«sesesssVery informative seminars. Weather was humid and accommoda-
tions should have been made for coolness. Mr. Lewis' presentation
was exceptional. Lovely location for a convention. Mary Dicks.

essesssinjoyed the congress as a whole. Very well planned. 3Seminars
were educational. Suggestions for the future: speeches at the ban-
quet were too long. More sZnglish should have been used. All dele-
gations should have been acknowledged. gEvelyn Lund.

seesseeTO0 tight scheduling. ¢ 2nglish should have been more prominent..,,
The Bnglish-speaking group seemed to be overlooked., The Fort Michi-
limackinac tour was more than expected. Lodging and meals were more
than adequate. All subject matter in the workshops were pertinent and
exceptionally well prepared and presented by very good and qualified
speakers, The two exceptional programs were the La Salle =Expedition

by Reid Lewis and the musical program in the lounge. In all, a SUP=R
conference, Helen Peltier.

These evaluations are personal - casting no aspersions of
the conference; rather, letting AFA know what we liked and
didn't like so that they could take into consideration
changes for future conventions (next year in Louisiana,
and the following year in Maine.) By considering these
evaluations we will be able to please all people.

Submitted by Dorothy Landry
P.S5. All delegates to the 6th Congress, plezse send in

your evaluation sheets from your kit to Marie-Reine.
You need not sign your name.

BOUQUETS DE FLEURS -

A Marie-Reine Mikesell, coordinatrice par excellence of the
6th annual congress of AFA (Assemblée des FPranco-Americains)
at Mackinac. FHer talent extended from beginning to end of
the program agenda. Her fingers were on the pulse of all
matters pertinent to Franco-Americans. BRAVO! BRAVO!

oL




25|

REUNION OF FRENCH CANADIAN DESCENDANTS AT DELAVAN, MINNESOTA

On Sunday August 1%, the First National Reunion of the Descendants of

the Early French Settlers of the tiny town of Delavan was celebrated. Over
750 people participated in this event, close to triple the normal population
of the southern Minnesota town located in Blue Earth county. It was truly
a national event having visitors from many states as well as al} gver
Hinnesota. Les canadiens errants, the singing group of la societe
canadienne frangaise du minnesota, provided the entertainment.

The Renunion began at noon with a pinic lunch of fried chicken and

potato salad served in the town park. The weather was nearly perfect,
although somewhat hot. The park was beautifully decorated with flags of

the United States, llinnesota, Canada, France and Quebec and various

other banners including one specifically welcominz Les canadiens errants.
Around 2:00 after a short speech Leg ganadisns grrants began the program

in the school auditorium with a half hour presentation of French Canadian
folikssong. The audience was extremely responsive giving the group a standing
ovation. In fact, one little old man, seated in the front, the first to
stand up, was actually weeping. The program then continued with a slide
nresentation describing the French Canadian contribution to the area.

ICE performed again after 4:00 but this time in the park since the auditorium
flad pecome very hot. The slide program was repeated in the auditorium at
thiz time.

The afternoon appeared to be a great success. It was very well organized
with everything going very smoothly. More importantly, everyone there

seemed to be enjoying themselves as only Trench Canadians can do. In
addition, two Twin City television stations (KSTP, WTCH) carried on their
evening news a report of the Reunion in which members of ICE were prominently
featured.

Les Canadiens errants also performed at Murphy's Landing, the Minnesota
Valley Restoration Project on July 17. Unfortunately, rain reduced the
size of the audience considerably, and forced the group to perform indoors.
torkers there were impressed enough with our costumes to ask if anyone

from the group or the society would be interested in volunteering to work
there next summer. AZter the performance members of the group toured the
place vwhich includes Oliver Faribault's log cabin., \le sang a few drinking
songs for a counle of the workers who were members and La compagnie and
vere therefore familiar with them. They were surprised to actually heay them
in tune and in parts as La compagniewas not known for their singing.

In addition, the group took part in the Minneapolis Metropolitan Cultural
Arts Center's heritage day on August 20. One of the most interesting
things about that performance was how much the mostly minority audience
seemed to enjoy the songs.

Submitted by,
Patrice Steghauer

How about some of our members dropping them 2 line? You know how

lonely one gets away from home znd in a "foreign" Tana ,
appreciate it. 163 en - They'd rezally



1 SAID!... THEY MUST BE FRENCH CANADIAN GEESE.

/
BOARD OF DIRZCTORS Lo

Gaston Rhéaume, Pres.
Gabe Brusseau, lst V.’
gvelyn Lund, 2nd V.P.
Dorothy Landry, Corp. Sec.
Dick Bernard, Rec. Sec.
Magi Charbonneau, Treas.
George LaBrosse

John Bridell

Nicole McGee

John Rivard

Howard Bissonette

The Pubtlicity Committee

is in need of a good, used
typewriter, If you have
one you could donate, call
788-0095,

Taken from Twin City Reader & submitted by Lee Collatz)

La SOCIETS CANADIENNEZ-FRANCAISE meets regularly on the first
MONDAY of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria of
St. Luke's Church near Summit and Lexington in St. Paul. There
is nothing that together we cannot undertake.
ideas. We need your talents. We need you!

Ne need your %
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