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Remarks on Pearl Harbor Day at Landmark Center Dec 7, 2014
These can also be found at http://www.outsidethewalls.org/blog/2014/12/07/

I am one of very few Americans today who can honestly say they actually physically
met one of those killed aboard the USS Arizona, Dec. 7, 1941. My last meeting with
Uncle Frank Bernard was at the end of June, 1941, five months before he died. | was
one year old. I have the photo to prove it!

The constellation of each and every victim that fateful Sunday, carry their own
stories, in various ways.

Here's some fragments of mine.

Frank served on the Arizona for six years. He was a shipfitter. Getting in the Navy

was an accomplishment during the Depression. He seemed headed for a career in

the Navy, but then there's that letter he typed aboard the Arizona on "Nov 7 1941"
=\ (aFriday) where he asks his brothers advice: I think I will get hitch to that little girl
’ up in Washington she is a honey...what do you think of that...?

I don't know when that letter arrived back in ND.

There's that family picture I have, taken in late June, 1941, at Long Beach, of the

entire family - there were 7 at the time . On the back, Grandma later wrote "the first
_—> ,_timewehad our family together for seven years and also the last." Itsaysitall_—
: (The reunion was a surprise. No one expected the Arizona to dock just down the

coast at San Pedro.)

Forty years later, in 1981, Dad wrote a long and comprehensive history of his life
and gave it to me. Ten years later, | was preparing a book of memories to give him
on the 50th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, and found in that history which he had
written, not a single word about Pearl Harbor. This is how repressed memory works
(or doesn't work).

On the other hand, my parents next male child, born in Nov. 1945, was named Frank
Peter, for Dad's brother.

[ asked Dad about Dec. 7.
They had a battery operated radio but Dad recalled that on December 7 they were

not listening to the radio. The first word of the bombing at Pearl Harbor was
received when [a colleague teacher] returned ..late in the afternoon."
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[Dad's brother] losing his life from the Japanese attack.”

During the week following the attack it was first announced that John Grabinski, a
sailor from Grafton and Frank's friend, had been killed. It was only later in the week
that it was learned that John Grabinski was safe, but that Frank Bernard had been
killed aboard the Arizona. (Mr. Grabinski lived into his mid-80s, much of his later
years in Arizona.)

Of course, the early chaos brought no news of who had died. A high school student
in Dad's class recalled years later that "I don't remember us ever talking about

The family did not get together, and to my knowledge there was no memorial
service, or funeral. My grandparents, of Grafton ND, were in Long Beach; their
daughter was in Los Angeles, and my parents were in rural North Dakota. There
was nothing much that could be done.

Many years later, a relative of mine found a very long article in the Grand Forks
Herald of February 17, 1942, and sent it to me. It was about a North Dakota picnic
in Los Angeles. Reference was made to a talk by the Polish Consul in Los Angeles, in
which he remembered "<strong>a young man of Polish descent at Pear] Harbor, the
young man being a native of the Grafton area.</strong>"

The article continued: "When he had finished reading a man and his wife arose in
the audience, the man asking if he might interrupt for just a moment...the man said
the report of that boy's death later was found to be in error, but that the man
actually killed at Pearl Harbor was the pal of the boy mentioned in the first report..
"The boy killed," said the man, "was our son!" The couple standing were Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Bernard, long time residents of Grafton. The entire audience arose and
stood in silence for a moment in honor of the dead hero and the parents who made
the sacrifice."

There are no winners in war. Let us not forget.
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Note: This is being written on December 7, 1991, at 9:15 a.m. Pearl
Harbor time, and 1:15 p.m. Apple Valley MN time., I have Just witnessed
the commemorative ceremonies at the USS Arizona Memorial, the ship on
which Dad's brother and my uncle, Frank Peter is buried, The ship was
destroyed by a bomb shortly after 8 a.m. Honolulu time on December 7
1941.

Dad's memories of 1940-42, which precede and follow these comments, do
not mentiom the events of Pearl Harbor and his brothers death. During
Jure, 1991, at Rutland ND, Dad and I discussed the events of those days
in December, 1941, At the time of the bombing he was teaching at Rutland,
Consclidated and we were living with Miss Robbins and Mrs. lawson and her
daughter Crystal at the teacherage on the school grounds,

December 7 was a Sumiay in 1941. The first news about the attack on Pearl
Harbor would have reached Nerth Dakota not long after noon.

The folks hed a battery operated radio but Dad recalled that on December
7 they were not lis tening to the radio. The first word of the bombing at
Pearl Harbor was received when Miss Robbins returned to the teacherage
late in the afternoon. At this point there was no ward about Frank's
status.

Dad's parents, and his sister Josie, were in California - Grandma and
Grandpa living at Long Beach, and Josie in Los Angeles, at the time of
the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

During the week following the attack it was first announced that John
Grabinski, a sailar from Grefton and Frank's friend, bad been killed,
It was only later in the week that it was learned that John Grabinski
was safe, but that Frank Bernard had been killed aboard the Arizona,

There was no funeral for Frank; and the family did hot get together,
There was nothing anyone could do. There apparently was little talking
abait the tragedy experiemced by Henry. His student at the time, Orville
Nelson, seemed surprised when I wrote him in November, 1991, concerning
Dad's loss at Pearl Harbor, In a letter dated December 2, 1991, Orville
said "Cuess we were always @ lking about something else, anyhow I don't
remember us ever talking about @ad 's brother] losing his life from the
Japanese attack.®

Dick Bermard

December 7, 1991

**i**#***********#******************



A grieving father, Henry Bernard, speaks out at a California picnic

this item was submitted to the American Legion Magazine in 1991. The newspaper
article was found by Loria (Collette) Kelly of East Grand Forks MN

At lett is the original of the article in the Grand Forks Herald.
It is very hard to read. The entire article is very long, and has
the headline “3,500 Attend State Picnic in California”. This
picnic was somewhere in Los Angeles, and probably about
February 12. The following reference is about half way into
the article, and is the only personal reference in the article
(other than speeches and names of people in attendance).

From Grand Forks Herald
February 17, 1942

“A touching incident occurred during the program. In
complimenting Americans of Polish for their patriotism, [Lech
T.] Niemo [counsel for the Republic of Poland in Los Angeles
andzLos Angeles lawyer who grew up in Minnesota] read a
press report telling of the death of a young man of Polish
descent at Pearl Harbor, the young man being a native of the
Grafton area. When he had finished reading a man and his
wife arose in the audience, the man asking if he might interrupt
for just a moment. Niemo graciously complied, and the man
said the report of that boy’s death later was found to be in error,
but that the man actually killed at Pear] Harbor was the pal of
the boy mentioned in the first press report. “The boy killed,”
said the man, “was our son!” The couple standing were Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Bemard, long time residents of Grafton. The
entire audience arose and stood in silence for 2 moment in
homor of the dead hero and the parents who made the
sacrifice.”

I can see Grandpa doing this, and it is emotional to
even type this now.

Uncle Frank’s pal was John Grabenske of Warsaw,
and he indeed was initially reported killed in action at Pearl.
Dad used to keep in touch with him in retirement in Arizona,
but the last contact from Arizona to Dad from John’s wife was
that his health was failing. He probably is no longer alive.

LATE YU 144l —
LON & BEACH CA




ek Btsma. - :
‘S«UM vl(lDJj"} '1" AIS ))Ao“LLA-. '@07" /% KM\

g LR it Nov719f,a.

S8, R T I o S R T : )
2 e e - - z ‘."
D. ﬂ:‘

_.-Dea. Boy,”"'"

S 2

- s

ik o-aWell I guss: th t T had better ans the lette* tL_

;I ‘got from you the 29th =f sept bub vou see 1.did not -
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wBoy® is Henry Bernard Jr. When he was born in 1907, the doctor announced froc=
the birthroom, ®it's & boy", and the nickname stuck. Henry's brother Peie {(Frank
Peter) wrote this letter aboard the U.5.S. Arizona. It was the last letier

received by Henry from his brother.
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TO0 WHOH IT HAY CONCERN:

a1
16

BERMAID, Vﬁhnk Pater, UES 39 68, Shipritter second clase,
United 3iates Havy, Decs - Transzorint of service of

Jul 1815 Bernk in Grafton, Korth Dakobae

Sep 1835 Eniisted in the United Sintes Navy as Apprentica
Seanzn ot Hiﬁ%“”?0115 i{innesota, Home zddresss
iisted za: 103 uhkeman Avenus, GraTisn, Horth
Deknta.

Sep 1035 ;raneferrad to U, S, Naval Training Statien,
Great Lakes, Tllinsis, (Domestic)

Jan 1938 ‘fTransferred to the U. 8. 2. ARIZOHA.

Jan 1956 Recsived aboard ths U. 8. S. ARIZONA., (Forsisn)

Jan 1938 Rating changed to Ssaman gscond olass.

Dse 1936 Rating changed to Seaman first elazco,

Sep 1838 Enlistzment extended for a period of two years,

Aug 1940 Rating changed %o Shipfitter thirxd class,

Jun 1841  Issued Henorable Diacharge from the U, S, Navy.

Jun 194) Re-enlisted in the U, 8, Havy asg Shipfittar thirs
class.

Sep 1841 Ra%ing changed to Shipfitter socond class,

Dec 31041 chortpg %o have lost his 1ife this éate as Ship-

Fitter sscond class, while stationsd aboard the
U 305‘ J}-.T}JO.{'GQ e -

Hedals: | PIIRren
World War II Victory Hedal Becs, oo o
American Dafense Service MHedal =

Goed Conduct Hedal
" Purple Heavd

No time lost due to nnauthorized laave.

By dirsction of Chief o? Baval Personnel,
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